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Please note that any submission for the next Boondocker should
be sent via e-mail to editor@glfwda.org before June 30, 2012.
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DON’T FORGET!
To help our association save unnecessary
expenses, this publication can be viewed and
printed online in a PDF format for no cost. Also,
as a benefit, the online version is available for
download typically a week or more before the
paper copies can be printed, mailed, and
delivered!
Please contact the Membership Secretary and
ask her to remove you from the mailing list
for this paper copy.

Land Use Report
Past issues are available at
www.glfwda.org/boondocker.html

The Land use committe was working with multiple deadlines and travel obligations and was unable to prepare a
full report for this issue. They regret that they are unable
to provide our membership with an update at this time.
They did provide a couple of links to newsworthy events
you may have missed on the GLFWDA Land Use Fourm.
A full report will be available at the quarterly meeting
coming up april 21st. We hope to see you there!

Current issues are available on GLFWDA’s
website via the Forums. Follow the link in the
Members section for the latest online version!
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President’s Message
The year 2012 has begun with a bang with more and more to do at an alarming pace. Issues of trail closure which surfaced
at this year’s Sno-fari Event were met with a letter writing campaign. The issues are so huge, that a similar event entitled
Sno-Blind, picked up the baton and assisted with writing letters as well. If you have not taken the time to pen your own
personal letter, I would ask that you visit our web site for an example letter and take the moments of time necessary to send
this ever important letter. This is an opportunity for you to help our sport.
We have a variety of issues in the West Branch, Rose City and St Helen area where your letter will be used to protect our
sport. Discussions are ongoing for connectors, additional miles for trail maintenance and the like that will afford a number
of opportunities for us to have face-to-face discussions with those in the position to make decisions that will ultimately
impact our use of the surrounding area. Do not miss your opportunity to get involved and make a difference by writing a
letter.
As I write this, there is a group of volunteers that will be going to Silver Lake Sand Dunes to train the Michigan DNR
Rangers utilizing the United Four Wheel Drive Associations (UFWDA) 4WD Awareness Program to help ensure their
safety and those that enjoy riding the sand dunes. Not only is having this opportunity fantastic, but the fact that the
volunteers consist of some brand new folks just now getting involved, it also has some of our former pioneers that have
helped shape our sport.
While GLFWDA has been successful in securing additional miles for your use in addition to Rock Courses at The Mounds
and St Helen’s scramble area, the one thing that is ever present on my mind is the law providing for a Scramble Area in
Southeastern Michigan. The sad reality is that the law (Written/Passed 1974) has existed longer than some of you reading
this article have been alive and yet it is still not in existence. Oh yes there has been many a discussion and one excuse after
another as to why we have been unable to enforce the law; bottom line, the law is the law and the scramble area does not
exist.
I am headed to Crandon, Wisconsin in a few weeks to attend a National Off-Highway Vehicle Conservation Council
(NOHVCC)Off-Highway Vehicle Park Development Workshop.
The workshop topics are:
•
•
•
•
•
•

ORV park development principles and guidelines
Successful ORV parks and trail systems
Strategies to obtain land for park
Sources of financial support
Identifying and engaging partners
Volunteers - essential ingredient for success and more

I hope to gain some insight to help GLFWDA help you obtain what the law entitles us to. In closing I leave you with this:
“One hand cannot clap on its own but it needs the other hand to make a clap.” “Many hands make light work.”
— Anonymous
The human contribution is the essential ingredient. It is only in the giving of oneself to others that we truly live.
— Ethel Percy Andrus
Respectfully Submitted,
Bob DeVore (aka Jarhead)

The Boondocker
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SnoFari VI
There’s never a dull moment when winter rolls into
Michigan. While other states either boast of spring like
winters and others near blizzard conditions for vast stretches
of the December to February time frame; this year we
experienced a winter like no other. This year in Michigan,
as in many states in the north east, winter has eluded us once
again. Michigan four wheelers have two fantastic events to
keep their winter spirits in full swing: The MudChuggers
SnoBlind Expedition in mid February and SOFO’s Snofari
occurring near the end of January. Both of these events take
place in the northern reaches of Michigan’s lower peninsula.
Despite the Farmers Almanac prediction of a snowier
colder winter, here we were, almost 2 weeks before the fabled
Snofari VI and temps have been hovering in the 50’s and
snow cover is absolutely ZILCH! (At least in the
metro Detroit area where most of the participants live.) Up
north, as in 100 miles north, snow cover was nearly as
extinct.The lack of snow certainly didn’t bring down the
spirits of the organizers of Snofari. The entire SOFO club
were determined to make Snofari a resounding success once
again.
SOFO (Solders of Fortune Off-Road) has been
putting on this event for six years running. The most amazing
part is, their club only has a handful of members. The
remaining support comes from the 4WD community in
Michigan and of course the Great Lakes Four Wheel Drive
Assn.
This year we had 9 Trail Leaders and Trail Gunners
(Sweeps). Many of whom were returning from previous
events as participants. The event is limited to approx. 250
participants (hotel limitations) which equates to 100+
vehicles. The event for the first time filled up in less than a
week. After the stories of the weekend made their rounds, I
suspect next years event will fill up in a matter of days. An
interesting side note this year, we had all the first year
participants stand up. WOW, nearly half the room stood up.
Quite a shock considering walking around the hotel I kept
seeing familiar face after familiar face.

On to the event......

by Jim Mazolla

I got up to West Branch on Thursday to scope out
the trail system and see what last minute twists our
Department of Natural Resources might have thrown our
way. Michigan DNR has been known to create trails closures
at the most inopportune time. This year was no different
with the fact that we lost one of our favorite trails called
Pinball Alley. As one might expect this trail got its name
from the fact there isn’t a 30 foot long straight section in the
trail for almost a mile. Many groups have been known to
spend the entire day in just the first 1/4 mile. However this
year was to be a huge let down as the DNR has determined
that this trail has no recreation value and because the DNR
officer could not drive his 3/4 ton extended cab down the
trail, it wasn’t suitable as a 4WD trail. (See, there are places
worse than others when it comes to 4wd liberties) There
will be more to this story in the coming months. Right now
we have an event to put on.
I had signed up this year to lead 3 runs. Friday, Friday
Night Run and the full Saturday run. Most participants
arrived midday and were up for a short ‘Gilligan’ type run
in order to get back in time for dinner and of course the
night run.
I usually don’t like to ‘spoil’ the good stuff but I decided to
run some good stuff as the anticipated snow cover would
be minimal and we would need all the help we could get on
the ‘fun factor’.I headed off to Zig-Zag, Edge of the World
and SOFO cut. Edge of the World gets it name from the
fact the trail is set on alternating side hills that are angled
see SnoFari pg 6
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SnoFari from pg 5

approx. 20o These 20o side hills literally let you drift as fast
sideways as you are able to travel down the trail. Drifting
sideways does have it’s limitations in that there is always
bunch of not so friendly trees waiting to greet you if your
forward momentum doesn’t not exceed your sideways drift.
This year was no different for me. The first guinea pig through
the trail has to carve a line in the snow. If there’s a bit of ice
below, carving is limited by nothing more than luck if you’ll
get through or not. 50 feet in I was already getting up close
and personal with the oaks and maples. There’s no getting
anyone in front of you so out came the winch and I pulled
myself back up to the top to try again. I made it through to
the end but the remaining group wasn’t doing lucky. A light
pedal, nearly flat tires and many of the participants slowly
inched their way through the trail.
Next we headed off to SOFO cut. This section gets
its name for the club SOFO who created it. This trail was
created by driving a 2 door Cherokee through and only cutting
the necessary trees out to navigate without denting or creasing
a door panel. Then the trail was driven the other way to make
sure it was a two way trail and was deemed complete. It
resembles Pinball in many aspects and the participants were
in for a challenge. It’s also a section that we play a little
game on. Who can make it through with out backing up?
Nice dry pre-run days if you’re careful you can do it. This
year I made it to the last turn and had to back up. The next
few in line weren’t so lucky and had to hit reverse two or
three turns back. Not surprising though, many of these
vehicles were four door JK’s; something of a common place
vehicle in the off road world today.

I pulled far ahead and walked back to offer assistance and
coaching in navigating the tight and twisty trail. The trail
was slowly getting packed down and doing hand brake turns
were proving to be successful and navigating the 6" trees
that stood out like telephone poles looking to take a bite out
of bumpers, fender corners, doors and rear quarters. I wasn’t
about to let these trees christen any participants vehicle
unwillingly so we utilized snatch blocks and winch lines to
re-orient many vehicles and keep them off the hard wood. A
few participants cared less for sheet metal and proceeded to
rearrange some body panels. Not what I like to see, as some
of these ‘escape’ attempts; required the heavy use of the
skinny pedal. Not something that is real comforting when
you’re in tight quarters with other vehicles and participants

and kids who have gotten out of their vehicle to come down
and view all the action.
Saturday we were bestowed a gift from Mother
Nature in the form of 4 inch’s of white stuff. Yeah I know
those of you in Colorado think those are just flurries. With
Michigan’s less than brag-able snowfall this year, we were
grateful to see anything. My group assembled in the parking
lot and headed off behind one of the big tired runs. We had
planned on running behind the group in the first stage but
when we got to the turn off, the trail leader hollered at me
on the radio that they ha already broken and were blocking
the trail. Nothing left to do on out part but turn around. That
turned out to be a nearly two hour ordeal. Once we got my
group back out to the main road we resumed our destination
of Columbus Trail. The only thing standing in our way was

Four Dour JK’s have a tough time on the SoFo Cut!
see SnoFari pg 17

The Boondocker
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VI.

Winter Meeting Minutes
West Branch, MI
January 27th, 2012
I.

II.

III.
IV.

V.

Call to Order
a. Bob DeVore called the meeting to order at
5:04pm, Eastern Standard Time
Introduction of Executive Board
a. Dave Smith Treasurer, Paul Hittie Vice
President, Pam East Membership Secretary,
Bob DeVore President . Secretary Carl
Jarema was absent, Paul filling in
Approval of Minutes - motion for approval made,
seconded and approved unanimously
President’s Report
a. Elections / Appointments
i. Please keep in mind fall 2012 elections
are coming soon, and Bob will not be
running for office again.
ii. Thank you to Carl, Paul & Pam for
choosing to stay for re-election at the
Fall 2011 meeting. Thanks you also to
our recent appointees Craig Feusse
(4WD AwarenessCoordinator,
training@glfwda.org) and Al
Koopman (Trail Ride Chariman,
(trc@glfwda.org)
b. Deadline for submitting nominations for
GLFWDA awards was today.
c. Our summer meeting is generally poorly
attended. We are not required by state law or
our own bylaws to have more than one faceto-face meeting each year, plans underway for
webinar-type Summer 2012 meeting.
d. Wearing his UFWDA Treasurer hat, Bob
presented Paul Hittie with the 2011 UFWDA
Four Wheeler of the Year award
Vice President’s Report
a. Trail Maintenance Grant for 2011-2012
season has been approved, including the
addition of ORV Trail miles and additional
ORV Route miles adopted by ATV Offroad
b. 4WD Awareness training projects are in the
works – Silver Lake (DNR Staff only) in
March; Davison MI in June; working on a
date at The Mounds in Genesee County. Paul
to meet this weekend with Craig for handoff
of files and task list

VII.

VIII.

IX.

X.

XI.

XII.

Treasurer’s Report
a. GLFWDA is in good financial shape
b. Final accounting for 2010-2011 Trail
Maintenance work is complete
c. Financial reports a bit screwed, two years
worth of Trail Maintenance income and
expenses included on 2011 reports
Membership Secretary’s Report
a. 251 current members with 108 expired for a
total of 359 members
b. Three Level 5 Associate Members, 2 Level 3,
and several Level 1 and 2 Associate Members
c. Database is fixed, back up and running again.
Interested in looking at online membership
database applications to avoid future data loss.
Associate Membership Secretary’s Report (Bob
DeVore)
a. Position vacant – Frank keeping up as best he
can, but we need a volunteer to fill this
position
Web Site Administrator’s Report
a. Kevin reported that there is another round of
updates coming soon, will once again blow out
the “new posts” feature
b. New calendar not working like the old one,
still no fix available
Boondocker Editor’s Report
a. Needs articles and pictures. Gets a lot of
pictures, but could use accompanying articles
or even captions for publication
b. UFWDA Voice needs articles too, send the
same stuff to editor@glfwda.org and
editor@ufwda.org
PR Committee (Bob DeVore; general discussion)
a. Wayne looking for ideas to supplement the
place mats
b. Discussion of “spotted” cards or similar, to be
posted on the GLFWDA website for download
c. Discussion of reaching out to 4x4 users in
other activity/interest areas, like hunters and
fishermen. Russ will contact Oakland County
Sportsman Club to see if we can get an
introduction
Trail Ride Committee Report (Paul Hittie)
a. The 2012 park crawl even has a name –
MORE 2012, Michigan Off Road Experience
set for June 2012. GLFWDA to help
coordinate, each park will post their own
activities and scheduling
see minutes pg 14
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Meet our New 4WD Awareness Training Coordinator - Craig Feusse!
Recently The Executive Committee of Great Lakes Four
Wheel Drive Association appointed Craig Feusse of Fenton,
MI to the position of Four Wheel Drive Awarenss Training
Coordinator. Craig has been enjoying the Great outdoors in
Michigan for many years starting with Family vacations to
the UP when he was young. His first off-pavement
experience was on ATV’s when he was a kid and he made
the transition to full size four wheel drive vehicles when he
purchased his first truck in college. He currently drives a
2002 Jeep Grand Cherokee Overland equiped with a 4" Zone
lift kit with JK Rubicon wheels and tires, JKS Quicker
Disconnects, Warn Front Receiver, Warn 9.5cti winch on a
Multi-Mount Carrier wired to front and rear, and a Warn
SPI Air Compressor.

Craig anticipates his role as the 4WD Awareness Coordinator
as being the person “helping to facilitate the safety training
classes that GLFWDA puts on” thruoghout the year.. And
says “I would like to help others understand what not to do
and to go prepared.” Craig tells us that we have two
scheduled events already this year, thanks to Paul Hittie’s
hard work. The end of March we are training the DNR at
Silver Lake State Park. We also have an event that is open to
the first 20 registered people with the Davison Community
4WD Awareness Training Coordinator Craig Feusse

Craig first joined GLFWDA in 2010 when he heard about
our efforts to raise money for additional rocks at the St.
Helen’s rock crawl area. He was impressed at the close
working relationship with the DNR and the association’s
efforts to provide better wheeling opportunities in Michigan.
The 4WD Awareness Training Coordinator seemed like an
ideal position – Craig has previously worked for Jeep and
currently works for Warn Industries. In adition to his other
engineering duties at Warn, he facitlitates training classes
and tests with OEMs on the proper use of winches and offpavement driving awareness. Clearly, this gives him a real
step up as he takes on the United course materials and Enrichment and Recreation program in coordination with
the Mounds on June 9th.
coordinates training classes for our association.
When asked why he wanted to take on the role of Training Please join the executive comitttee in thanking Craig for
Coordinator, Craig recalls some frustrating mistakes when volunteering and wishing him the best of luck with all his
he first started wheeling including walking miles for help efforts!
and even spending the night once in a stuck vehicle. He
also remembers unsafe recovery techniques being used at
the time. He says “I want to help people enter into this sport
safely. Stock vehicles are very capable, and I want to be able
to share that with others. Plus I was looking for a way to get
involved, and this seemed right up my ally.”

The Boondocker
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Winter
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Land Use Articles
DNR hosts informational meeting on Keweenaw ORV
trail designation April 17
March 29, 2012
Contact: Rob Katona, 906-228-6561 or Debbie Munson
Badini, 906-226-1352
DNR hosts informational meeting on Keweenaw ORV trail
designation April 17 in Eagle River
The Department of Natural Resources will host an
informational meeting on Tuesday, April 17, regarding the
proposed designation of the Keweenaw ORV trail in
Keweenaw County as a state off-road vehicle trail.
The meeting will take place at 6:30 p.m. at the Houghton
Township Community Building, located at 5059 4th St., Eagle
River.
The Keweenaw ORV trail would connect the state-designated
Houghton-Calumet ORV Route to Copper Harbor by utilizing
landowner permits to operate on private land. Due to special
conditions requested by the private landowners on 54 miles of
trail, designation of the trail as an official state ORV trail is
contingent on a Land Use Order of the Director permitting
those special conditions.
Special conditions requested by the private landowners would
prohibit the operation of certain types of ORVs and establish a
seasonal period of operation.
Designation as a state ORV trail would allow both the
Keweenaw County Sheriff’s Department to apply for state
ORV program law enforcement grants, and the Keweenaw
ATV Club to apply for trail maintenance funding.
“We are hosting this meeting to answer any questions and take
public comment on the proposed special conditions necessary
to accommodate the landowners who are otherwise supportive
of this ORV trail,” said Rob Katona, DNR ORV trails analyst.
“DNR Director Rodney Stokes will consider this public input
when deciding whether to grant the Land Use Order.”
For more information about the proposed state ORV trail
designation and land use conditions, contact Rob Katona at
906-228-6561. Persons with disabilities needing
accommodations for this public meeting should contact Katona
a minimum of five business days before the meeting.
To learn more about Michigan’s ORV trail and route system,
go to www.michigan.gov/orvtrails.

The Boondocker

Sierra Club loses 2nd Round in DunesByFight
Doug Saul
From TimesPressRecorder.com:
The local chapter of the Sierra Club has lost the
second round in its attempt to keep vehicles out of the majority
of the Oceano Dunes State Vehicular Recreation Area.
On Monday, a California appellate court ruled against
an appeal of an original lawsuit filed against State Parks in
2008 by the Sierra Club, which argued that off-road vehicles
should be banned from what’s commonly called the La Grande
Tract in the open riding area of the dunes.
The property lies in the state-operated Oceano Dunes
SVRA near the mouth of the Arroyo Grande Creek and must be
crossed to access the off-highway park’s camping and open
riding areas.
The Sierra Club believes the county’s Local Coastal
Program, certified by the Coastal Commission in 1983,
prohibits cars from driving on the tract, which the organization
contends is a buffer zone identified on a county map.
Repeated attempts to contact a Sierra Club
spokesperson prior to press time were unsuccessful.
The county claims the designation of the property as a
natural buffer zone was made in error and never was corrected.
In a 2010 ruling in the case, Judge Charles Crandall decided
that the court couldn’t intervene at that time in the dispute
because it was too late to review the permit issued for the tract.
The Sierra Club appealed the ruling.
The most recent decision in the case by the state
Second Appellate Court ruling backs up Crandall’s ruling that
the time has long passed to fight the 1982 coastal development
permit that allows vehicle use in the La Grande Tract.“Even if
ongoing OHV activities may be inconsistent with the longterm goal of the LCP, this does not mean that a peremptory
writ should issue,” the ruling reads. “Despite two pleading
attempts, Sierra Club has failed to allege that State Parks has a
clear and present ministerial duty to ban OHV activities on the
La Grande Tract.”
The county owns the La Grande Tract and had a longterm agreement with State Parks for the operation and
maintenance of the 584-acre property for 20-plus years. That
agreement expired in 2007 and now is a year-to-year contract.
The court also ruled that the Sierra Club is barred from
“collaterally attacking the 1982 Coastal Development Permit
by suing for mandamus, declaratory or equitable relief.”
“The presumption is that the Coastal Commission, the
county and State Parks have weighed the competing interests and
are acting in the best interests of everyone, including the Sierra
Club,” the ruling reads. “ As an appellate court, we exercise judicial
restraint. We have no power to rewrite the LCP or Coastal Act.”
The Sierra Club also must pay court costs associated with
the appeal, according to the ruling.
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Earn up to $200 in rebates! See our website for details!
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1627 Eureka Rd Wyandotte, MI 48192
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Minutes from pg 9

by Trail
Paul Hittie
i. Planning for the April 21
Clean-Up
XIII. Land Use Report – KOTARO – (Bob DeVore)
c.
Mud,
Sweat
& Gears
a. Please see Pat Brower’s complete report.
i. DOA 2012 August 18
b. Recent trail closures in Ogemaw/
XVIII.
Associate
Members Reports - None
Roscommon County should serve as a call
XIX. Upcoming Dates of Importance/
to action. Letter writing campaign needs
Announcements
everyone’s help. Please complete Tailgate
a. 2012 Quarterly Membership Meeting Dates
reports so we can present financial data to
and Locations
local, county and state officials.
i. April 22nd Mears (April 21 after
c. Initial plan is to meet with local councils
cleanup? Details to come soon)
and Chambers of Commerce
ii. Summer – date TBD, watch for
XIV. Trail Maintenance – covered under VP report
announcement of web-based format
XV. Old Business
b. Additional Dates of Importance
a. Vacancies
i. 14th Annual Two Trackers Forest
i. Associate Membership Secretary
Clean-up April 21th Twin Lakes
b. Awards
ii. Trail ride - Silver Lake Sand Dunes
i. Nominations now closed (but if you
April 21-22 (After Two Trackers’
have something noteworthy, send
cleanup) Mears
ASAP)
iii.
9th Annual Jeep Blessing May 1st
XVI. New Business
Mesick
a. UFWDA Membership
iv.Drummond Offroad Adventure
i. New UFWDA membership SOP still
Aug 18th Drummond Island
not final, still looks a lot like the
v.2012 Michigan Off Road Expo
GLFWDA proposal
April 20-22 Novi
ii.
Motion to continue to support
vi. UFWDA Annual General Meeting
UFWDA at 100% roster level was
July 23-24 York PA
made based on GLFWDA Board of
c.
We
will
need
to
pick a UFWDA delegate at the
Directors recommendation. Seconded
next meeting, if you are interested please contact Bob
and approved unanimously
(president@glfwda.org) or Paul
b. Membership software – motion made,
seconded and passed unanimously to purchase (vicepresident@glfwda.org)
d.
4WD Awareness classes are in the works – contact
web-based or remote server-based
Paul
or
Craig (training@glfwda.org) if interested in
membership program, not to exceed $250
leading/assisiting or attending
expense.
e.
We will probably hold a 4WD Awareness Chief
XVII. Club Reports
Instructor class in conjunction with UFWDA this summer
a. So-Fo
as well. Please see Paul (vicepresident@glfwda.org )or
i. Thank you all for attending!
Jim M (president@ufwda.org) for details
b. Two Trackers
XX. Adjournment 6:02pm

Kris’ Splicing
-Amsteel Blue winchlines
-Kinetic Recovery Ropes
-Custom splicing & repair
All work hand-done by the Owner in Lansing, MI

www.krissplicing.com
The Boondocker
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Gr e a t L a k e s S t o r e : C l o t h i n g , G e a r , a n d M oby:rPaul
e ! Hittie
Order Online @ www.glfwda.org/store/
Now Available!

Also available: Sweat-shirts,
Long Sleeved Shirts, and more!

front

GLFWDA
Hoodies!

Be sure to specify mens or womens and
the size of clothing when ordering.
Most clothing sizes are available
from Medium up to 3XL.

back

T- S h i r t s $ 1 0

Just $24!

Special Order items also available: Jackets, etc... Custom Lettering Available for
most articles. Contact our vendor directly for custom orders at www.feemb.net or
contact the Store Manager for more information.

Store Manager
Endangered Species Stickers $3

Kevin Bentz
1627 Eureka Rd.
Wyandotte, MI 48192
store@glfwda.org

4” or 6” GLFWDA
Stickers $1

GLFWDA Club Listing & Contact Info
Mid–MichiganFourwheelers
Member since 1990
Director: Ron Roggow
4125 Roosevelt
Hemlock, MI 48626
Mud, Sweat, and Gears
Member since 1987
www.msg4x4club.com
Director: Tim Yocum
tim.yocum@koltanbar.com

SoFO – Michigan
Member since 2005
Website:sofo.glfwda.org
31026 West Chicago
Livonia, MI 48150
734.776.6072
sofomich@gmail.com
Tri–City Trail Riders
Member since 2003
Director: Steve Gradowski
1634 Hotchkiss Rd
Freeland MI 48623
nvrenuf@gmail.com
Cheap Thrills Off Road
Member since 2011
www.cheapthrillsoffroad.com

Troll Fourwheelers
Member since 1993
c/o Dusty Maat
526 N. Lake St Lot #7
Boyne City, MI 49712
dmaat@hotmail.com
What Lies Beyond Jeep Club
Member since 2007
PO Box 718
Flint, MI 48501
www.whatliesbeyond.org
Two Trackers Four Wheel Drive
Club, Inc.
PO Box 88063
Kentwood, MI 48518-9998
www.twotrackers.com
www.twotrackers.org

UNITED FOUR WHEEL DRIVE
ASSOCIATIONS
P.O. Box 316
Swartz Creek, MI 48473
1–800–44–UFWDA
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2 0 1 2
MUD. Sweat & Gears presents

Drummond
of
froad
adventure
FRIday & saturday
th

August 17-18

th
Register
May
5
msg4x4club.com

Full-size vehicle
4x4 trail ride

The Boondocker
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SnoFari from pg 6
Zig-Zag hill. The approach to the hill climb is a short 6 foot
climb up the side of the trail then a 90* turn to which you are
left staring straight up at a 200 foot hill that was carved out
by rain fall and has ruts and grooves that could swallow 40’s.
With the fresh fallen show and what had come down earlier
that week, the trail was fairly smooth but had a nice layer of
ice below. I usually have a 3 attempt rule. However I had to
ignore that this time. I think I hit it 5 times before I broke
through the virgin trail. Uphill, fresh snow, no tracks to follow
sure put a little mouse motor to the test. I think when I finally
crested the hill the tach was singing around 6000. What
happened next was near disaster. Because there is no room
at the top except for a small turn out I attempted to stick my

fact the ATV’s and motorcycles run this trail in the summer
and have carved out huge, 4 foot, berms that have as much
bank to them as Daytona speedway. You’re forced to make
a choice. Ride high and risk hooking your roof rack or top
on the adjacent tree or taking the low line and try to keep
your door out of the line of fire from the same tree.
Somewhere in the middle is the correct line. It’s really fun
to watch the relative newcomers to the recreation nearly
panic when they see the trail in front of them. Standing down
next to them, coaching them through, is really fun to watch
when they realize they are through and made it.
The clock said 5:00 and the Trail Leaders had strict
orders to get the participants back to the hotel by 5:30. I
think we pulled in @ 5:31, better than some of my past
results. I’m usually known to get to dinner just in time before
they offer up seconds! From a banquet standpoint I’m not
sure you could top it. Great food, great stories, great vendors,
and most of all great friends to enjoy it all with.
Snofari 2013 has been tentatively set for the end of
January. If you’re interested, keep your eyes on glfwda.org
for the announcement around the October time frame.
Associate Membership Directory

rear end up in the trees. Not so much luck. The snow
was so slick I managed to turn the truck 90* sideways in the
trail, then Mother Nature’s other friend gravity took
over. Within 2 minutes I found myself starting to slide
sideways back down the hill. With no one but my grandson
on board I jumped out and secured the vehicle with a snatch
strap to a tree to keep the vehicle at the top of, rather than the
bottom of the hill. After the second winch operation of the
weekend I managed to pull the front end back up on top and
proceeded to move the vehicle down the trail to make room
for #2. The next vehicle struggled much the way I did but
managed to reach the top. Each successive vehicle found it
easier and easier to get to the top. I think the last vehicle
really disgusted everyone. They just idled up the hill without
slipping or spinning a single tire. So much for them having
as much fun as the rest of us did.
We continued down the trail ‘til we got to the
namesake part of the trail. Zig-Zag gets its name from the
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4BYFOURS
6148 Airline Rd.
Fruitport, MI 49415
231-206-0784
The Dam Site inn
US 31, 1.5 miles S of Pellston
231-539-8851
www.damsiteinn.com
Bundy Hill Offroad Park
www.bundyhilloffroad.com
9960 E Chicago
Jerome, MI 49249
Ken Mitchell’s Signs &
Graphics
715 George
Midland, MI 48640
Brian, Stephanie Mitchell
989-835-3964

Jeeperz Creeperz
www.jeeperz–creeperz.com
1627 Eureka Rd.,
Wyandotte, MI 48192
734–281–8141
sales@jeeperz–creeperz.com
Contact: Kevin Bentz
Michigan Wheelers
www.michiganwheelers.com
Rocks & Valleys Off-road Park
US 127 between Clare & Harrison
1/2 mile W of Snow Snake
Ski & Golf
989-539-1448
Brown Motors
170 US-31 N.
Petoskey, MI 49770
231-439-3673
www.brownmotors.com

Kris’ Splicing
www,krisssplicing.com
krissplicing@att.net

Winter 2012
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Why Become a Member?

GLFWDA Quarterly Minutes

In unity there is strength. Great Lakes Four Wheel Drive Association is dedicated to upholding
the rights of citizens, and the continued use of public lands. Public lands belong to its citizens
to RESPECT, to PROTECT, and to ENJOY. If you support these principles, your membership will
add your voice to the millions of other recreationists who are striving to protect their rights and freedoms.
GLFWDA believes, with firm conviction, in this right and this trust. GLFWDA believes that citizens have the
right of access and to enjoy these public lands, by vehicle, as well as by other means. GLFWDA recognizes that
citizens who use these lands, in return, have an obligation to uphold the trust – to respect the land, and so
conduct their activities that the public interests are protected. We invite the cooperation of all in upholding the
right of citizens to continued use of the public lands they jointly own.
We urge individual four-wheel enthusiasts to become members of Four-Wheel Drive Clubs, or to form new clubs,
and to affiliate with the Association. We invite the support and participation of related businesses as
Supporting Associate Members of GLFWDA.

Individual Membership Application

Date: ___________________

Screen Name on GLFWDA.org_____________________________Other 4WD Affiliations:_____________________________
Name: __________________________________________________4WD Vehicle:_________________________
Address 1: ______________________________________________ Phone Number________________________
Address 2: ____________________________________________

Interets: _____Trail Rides _____Mud Bogs

City:_________________________ State:_____ Zip:___________

_____Camping

Send your completed application with your check for the $40 yearly individual dues made payable to “Great Lakes Four Wheel Drive Association” to:
Membership entitles you to receive the “Boondocker” newsletter - please include
your mailing address.

_____Rock Crawling

Pam East
2580 Liegl Drive
Alanson, MI 49706
membershipsecretary@glfwda.org

GLFWDA Associate Membership InformationI
If you own, operate, or work for a business that might be interested in being a supporting member of
GLFWDA, then we have the deal for you!

Associate Membership Benefits
· Your business information listed in The Boondocker, a
quarterly e-publication of GLFWDA.
· A Certificate of Appreciation.
· A GLFWDA Window Decal.
· Two (2) ID cards with your GLFWDA Associate
Membership number.
· A chance to be nominated Associate Member of the Year.
· A welcome to attend all GLFWDA sponsored events.
· Company exposure to four-wheel drive enthusiasts from
all over the country and all around the world through
the GLFWDA website.

Remember: No Trails = No Sales!
For more information, please visit our Associate
Membership information page:
www.glfwda.org/index.php?page=joinam

5 levels of membership for Associate Members:
· Level 1 $50/Year Receive 1 copy of The Boondocker per
issue.
· Level 2 $100/Year Receive four business card size ads per
year in The Boondocker and 5 copies of The Boondocker per
issue.
· Level 3 $150/Year Receive four quarter-page ads per year in
The Boondocker, 10 copies of The Boondocker per issue, and
a banner ad placed into rotation in the forums.
· Level 4 $200/Year Receive four half-page ads per year in
The Boondocker, 15 copies of The Boondocker per issue, and
a banner ad placed into rotation in the forums.
· Level 5 $300/Year Receive four full-page ads per year in The
Boondocker, 20 copies of The Boondocker per issue, and a
banner ad placed into rotation in the forums.
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INSIDE

G r e a t

L a k e s

F o u r

W h e e l

D r i v e

A s s o c i a t i o n

-SnoFari 2012
-Quartterly MeetingMinutes
-Meet our new 4WD Training
Coordinator
-More!
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Great Lakes Four Wheel Drive Assoc.
c/o Paul Hittie
2444 E. Hill Rd.
Grand Blanc, MI 48439

DATED MATERIAL DO NOT DELAY

www.glfwda.org
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