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Executive Board
President
Bob DeVore
president@glfwda.org
Vice President
Paul Hittie
810-241-2482
vicepresident@glfwda.org
Correspondence Secretary
Carl Jarema
secretary@glfwda.org
Treasurer
David Smith
treasurer@glfwda.org
Membership Secretary
Pam East
PO Box 113
Pellston, MI 49769
membershipsecretary@glfwda.org

Additional Contacts
Associate Membership Secretary
Frank “Joe” Trager
23036 Tawas St
Hazel Park, MI 48030
248-225-5814
amsecretary@glfwda.org

Great Lakes Four Wheel Drive
Association
Great Lakes Four Wheel Drive Association Incorporated is a noncommercial association of four wheel drive enthusiasts organized
for the promotion of interest in maintaining
closer contact between four wheel drive clubs
and individuals, to promote cooperation,
friendship, conservation, ecology, and to preserve access to public lands through wise management policies. It shall also provide a network of communication in the event of disasters or emergencies, and for the advancement
of four wheel drive awareness, the representation of four wheel drive interests in legislative
affairs, and for maintenance of fraternalism by
encouraging a high standard of conduct.
GLFWDA is an incorporated association,
without capital stock, chartered under the laws
of the State of Michigan, and is an exempt organization under Section 501(c)(7) of the Internal Revenue Service Code of 1986. Its affairs are governed by the Executive Board of
Directors, whose voting members are elected
every two years by the Directors of each member club. The officers are elected or appointed
by the Directors. The Association is noncommercial, and no one who could gain financially
from the shaping of its affairs is eligible for
membership on the Executive Board.
A bona fide interest in four wheeling is
the only essential qualification of membership;
ownership of a four wheel drive vehicle is not
a prerequisite. Membership is granted to anyone within the United States and Canada.
Membership Inquires should be directed
to the Membership Secretary. Inquires of a
general nature should be addressed to the Corresponding Secretary or a member of the Executive Board. Articles for publication should
be sent to the Boondocker Editor.

Additional Contacts
Land Use Committee Chair
Pat Brower
238 Elm St
Fruitport, MI 49415
231-865-1345
landuse@glfwda.org
Four Wheel Drive Awareness Training
Abe Dunning
training@glfwda.org
Trail Ride Committee Chair
Tim Tull
trc@glfwda.org
Boondocker Editor
Edgar “JR” Osborne
editor@glfwda.org
Public Relations Chair
Wayne Rynbrand
prchair@glfwda.org
Webmaster
Kevin Bentz
1627 Eureka Rd.
Wyandotte, MI 48192
734-281-2366
Webmaster@glfwda.org
Tread Lightly! Coordinator
Ed Schroeder

Advertising Rates
Full Page (1 side) – $75.00 per issue
1/2 page – $50.00 per issue
1/4 page – $35.00 per issue
Business Card Size – $15.00 per issue
Classified Ad – $2.00 per issue

Boondocker Submissions
Please note that any submission for the next Boondocker should
be sent via e-mail to editor@glfwda.org before March 15, 2010.

Stories and articles are submitted from various Association
Members. The views and opinions expressed in the stories and
articles within are solely those of the individual, or individuals
who submitted said stories or articles. Great Lakes Four Wheel
Drive Association neither advocates, endorses, nor recommends
any of the said views or opinions.
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Articles, event dates, pictures, technical write-ups, tales from the trail
are always welcome. Before you unpack from your trip, take a few
minutes and write up an article to share with the rest of the Association.
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CALENDAR OF EVENTS
Other Upcoming Events

2010 Quarterly Meeting Dates
April 9

Drummond Island Invasion
Drummond Island, MI

May 1

9th Annual Jeep Blessing
Mesick, MI

June 15-16

UFWDA AGM
Traverse City, MI

June 17-19

UFWDA AGM Trail Ride
Ontario, CAN

Spring - April 18, 2010
EVENT - Saturday April 17
Two Trackers Annual Forest Service Project
Twin Lake, MI (see website for details)
MEETING - Sunday April 18
Dunes Waterfront Resort
1180 North Shore Rd
Mears, MI 49436
Committees 9am, Meeting 10am

Summer - June 13, 2010

ORV Trail Maintenance Workshops
March 25 - Lansing, MI 6:00pm
March 27 - Gaylord, MI 9:30am
April 10 - Gwinn, MI 11:30am

EVENT - Saturday June 12
Informal trail ride
Drummond Island routes
MEETING - Sunday June 13
TBD
Drummond Island, MI
Committees 9am, Meeting 10am

Dates and times are yet to be confirmed, please see our website for updates

Fall - October, 2010

For last minute changes to events or for additional event information,
visit the Great Lakes Four Wheel Drive Associations web site:
www.GLFWDA.org. If your club wants to put a date on the Boondocker
Calendar, just email the date with a description of the event and

EVENT - TBD
MEETING - TBD
Committees 9am, Meeting 10am

w w w . g l f w d a . o r g

contact information to the Boondocker Editor at editor@glfwda.org
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On Tuesday September 22 Bob DeVore and I travelled to Lansing to man a booth for the annual Sportsmen’s Day
sponsored by MUCC and the Michigan Legislative Sportsmen’s Caucus. Neither one of us had attended this event
in the past, so we were not sure what to expect. We coordinated our table reservation for the event with MMRC
and had decided to pay the extra couple of dollars for a location with electricity. We thought we were off to a good
start – Bob and I arrived within minutes of one another and were able to park in a very conspicuous spot right at the
corner of the Capital property. Frankly, Bob would have been conspicuous no matter where we parked – he arrived
behind the wheel of a borrowed H1 Hummer, fully decked out in a stunning flag-style paint job. Our hope was that
folks walking to the capitol that day (and maybe a passing news crew) would notice the two vehicles wearing
GLFWDA door emblems. Our original plan to park on the front lawn was shot down early in the planning process
by the capitol staff, so this was our best alternative.

5

Coming Up
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December

All in all a good day at the capitol – Bob and I
even managed to show up in matching
GLFWDA attire for the day without planning
for it!

November

The most important part of the day however took place in between our table and the MMRC table over the course of
about an hour. Representative Joe. Sheltrown, who has sponsored pro-OHV legislation like PA 240 in the past, gave us
the undivided attention of his legislative aide Brady Shickinger. Brady arrived with a blank tablet of paper, and asked us
how we would rewrite Section 811 of PA 451 (the offroad vehicle code section) if we had our way? How about
changes to PA 240 (ORV use of the shoulder)? Needless to say we were caught a bit off guard, but the conversation
was very productive and informative. It did not take long to summarize our list of needs, wants and desires along with
those of the MMRC representatives. I don’t do politics well – I don’t understand the rules, don’t like politicians, generally feel like a duck out of water (Bob does not
suffer from the same limited viewpoint of politics
that I do). I also learned a lot about the clout
lobbying groups have in Lansing – several times
Brady suggested an alternative to our ideas or
even leaving certain items out altogether since
he was confident that particular lobbying groups
would fight the provisions….and win. Some
day I would like to be the organization that
others have to work around, but for now I’ll
settle for having the ear of the guy that advises
one of the best legislative allies we have in
Lansing. Bob has made a number of trips back
to Lansing to follow up on this process, along
with numerous calls and correspondence.

October

Upstairs in the capitol building we found our table right next to the MMRC table, and met up with some old friends –
Sue Thrushman of ATV Offroad, Dick Ranney from MMRC, Tom Dunn from AMA District 14 and Lewis Schuler
from CCC were in attendance on behalf of MMRC. Unfortunately, these were all of the friends we found; our
decision to have electric outlets to run a multimedia presentation put us in a different wing of the building from the rest
of the displays, a lesson we will remember for next year. While I would like to tell you about all of the great new
contacts we made during our day at the capitol, they were far and few between. A number of legislators passed
through on their way to House and Senate sessions, but most had very little time to chat. The lunch recess of both
legislative bodies brought a number of the legislators back to the rotunda for several speeches and a warm welcome
from Lt. Governor Dick Cherry. We met the new head of MUCC Erin McDonough, and Representative Hanson
stopped by to introduce his new legislative assistant.

September

Sportmen’s Day at the Capitol

By: Paul Hittie
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1627 Eureka Rd
Wyandotte, MI 48192

WWW.JEEPERZ-CREEPERZ.COM

On All 2 Piece
HID Light Kits

On Select Dana 30, Dana
35, and Dana 44 Ring &
Pinion Sets, Installation
Kits, and Alloy Axle Kits,
including JK Wrangler!

On select XHD
Bumper Bases
and accessories!

Get a pair of DRings when you
buy an 8,500lb or
10,500lb Rugged
Ridge Winch!

8,500lb $299.99
10,500lb $399.99

HID Lighting
starts as low as
$121.95!

Gear prices as low
as $157.46!

XHD Bases start
at $301.46!

NP231 SYE Kits as
low as 179.95!

Visit us on the web at WWW.JEEPERZ-CREEPERZ.COM
ALL OFFERS VALID UNTIL MARCH 31, 2010.
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What is a SOPA?

Land Use Report

From http://www.fs.fed.us/sopa/components/sopa-dscr.shtml#whatis

Forest Service Schedule of Proposed Actions
- Related Information
What is a SOPA?
As part of carrying out the mission of the Forest Service, agency resource specialists develop proposals that will enhance or
maintain resource values on public lands, as well as generate products. In addition, the public may submit proposals for
various uses such as rights-of-way, land exchanges, and recreational events. A necessary part of the planning for these is the
environmental analysis and documentation, pursuant to the National Environmental Policy Act (NEPA) and agency direction.
The Schedule of Proposed Actions provides a list of proposals that will begin or are undergoing environmental analysis and
documentation so that people can become aware of and indicate their interest in specific proposals.
The Schedule of Proposed Actions includes proposals whose decisions are expected to be documented in a Decision Memo,
Decision Notice, or Record of Decision, pursuant to the National Environmental Policy Act (NEPA) and agency direction.
The Schedule of Proposed Actions is published in January, April, July, and October. It contains the best available information
at that time. Proposals that start and finish before the next schedule is produced will be listed in the next schedule as Completed.

(Continued on Page 8)

1-810-936-7000

3201 W. Thompson Road Fenton, MI 48430

Are you ready for wheeling season? We’re here to help!

Up to 10% Discount to all
GLFWDA members*! Bring in your
membership card and save!
Call 1-810-936-7000 to talk to one of our specialists today!
No matter what you need or what you do, Trail Rig and Tow Rig we’re
here to accommodate everything you need to help make you King Of The
Trail and King Of The Road !
*Wheels and Tires Excluded– Some Restrictions Apply, Must Have A Current Valid Membership Card.

w w w . g l f w d a . o r g
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Cont.

What is a SOPA Continued from Page 7

How to read the SOPA (legend)

Box 1: The first column contains the Project Name and expected type of analysis, pursuant to the National Environmental Policy Act
(NEPA).
Box 2: The second column contains the thematic Project Purpose(s) of the proposal.
Boxes 3 through 5: The third, fourth, and fifth columns contain information about the estimated and actual status of the planning
efforts (Planning Status, Decision, and Expected Implementation).
Box 6: The sixth, last, column contains the Project Contact information.
Boxes 7 and 8: Below the second through sixth columns, are two rows. The first row is a brief Project Description. The second row is
Location information.

Legend
Project Name: The name of the proposal.
Project Purpose: The thematic purpose(s) of the proposal.
Description: A brief description of the nature of the proposal.
Location: Where the proposal would occur—may include Forest Service administrative unit name, state, county, legal description,
and/or other physical description.

Planning Status:
1.

Developing Proposal indicates that formal public scoping is expected to start within the period of time for which the SOPA is
published. This status provides an early notice of proposals being developed and upcoming scoping.
2.

In Progress is initiated by public scoping of a proposed action. For an Environmental Impact Statement (EIS), the
start of public scoping is denoted by the publication of the Notice of Intent (NOI) in the Federal Register. For an Environmental Assessment (EA) and Decision Memo (DM), the start of public scoping is determined by the Line Officer (e.g.,
mailing, public meeting, legal notice in newspaper, etc.). A project remains In Progress until it is either put On Hold,
Cancelled, or Completed.

3.

On Hold indicates that planning for the project has been suspended and will likely be resumed at a later date. On
Hold projects will remain on the schedule until Cancelled or Completed.

4.

Cancelled indicates that planning for the project has been terminated. Cancelled projects will be listed as such once
on the schedule and then removed.

w w w . g l f w d a . o r g
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5.

Completed indicates that all of the planned decision documents have been signed. Completed projects will be listed
as such once on the schedule and then removed.

Estimated and actual planning status dates are also provided as relevant.

Decision: Date when a decision is expected to be approved or was actually approved by signing the decision document.
Expected Implementation: An estimate of when activity might occur on the ground.
Project Contact: The person who should be contacted for additional information about the proposal, or to be involved in future
public involvement efforts.

The National Environmental Policy Act of 1969 (NEPA)
The National Environmental Policy Act (NEPA) is our basic charter for protection of the environment. It establishes policy, sets goals,
and provides means for carrying out the policy. NEPA procedures provide the direction to help public officials make decisions that
are based on the understanding of environmental consequences, and take actions that protect, restore, and enhance the environment.
NEPA procedures also require that environmental information is available to citizens before decisions are made and actions are taken
that may affect the human environment. The Forest Service’s Schedule of Proposed Actions (SOPA) is one way of providing information to the public. The Schedule of Proposed Actions is not intended to be a substitute for scoping and public involvement.
Also see the Forest Service NEPA website and the Council on Environmental Quality’s NEPAnet website.

Abbreviations and Definitions
CE
Categorical Exclusion:
A category of actions, which generally do not individually or cumulatively have significant effect on the human environment, for
which neither an Environmental Assessment nor Environmental Impact Statement is required. Additional information about a CE can
be found in Forest Service Environmental Policy and Procedures Handbook 1909.15, Chapter 30.
DM1

Pat Brower
Paul Hittie
Mike Olmstead
Bob DeVore

w w w . g l f w d a . o r g
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Pat Kinne
Wayne Rynbrandt
Brian L Farley
Jim Mazolla

Jeff Traynor
Gary Greenway
Paul Mulder
Steve Walker
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By XXXXWhat is a SOPA Continued from Page 9

Land
XXXX

Use Report

Decision Memo:
Decision document for an action that has been categorically excluded from documentation in an Environmental Assessment or
Environmental Impact Statement. Additional information about a DM can be found in Forest Service Environmental Policy and
Procedures Handbook 1909.15, Chapter 30.
DN1
Decision Notice:
Decision document resulting from an Environmental Assessment and Finding of No Significant Impact. Additional information about a
DN can be found in Forest Service Environmental Policy and Procedures Handbook 1909.15, Chapter 40.
EA
Environmental Assessment:
A concise public document that briefly describes the environmental impacts of a proposal and alternatives, along with analysis for
determining whether to prepare a Finding of No Significant Impact or an Environmental Impact statement. Additional information about an EA can be found in Forest Service Environmental Policy and Procedures Handbook 1909.15, Chapter 40.
EIS
Environmental Impact Statement:
A detailed public document disclosing environmental impacts of a proposal and alternatives. Additional information about an
EIS can be found in Forest Service Environmental Policy and Procedures Handbook 1909.15, Chapter 20.
FR
Federal Register:
A legal newspaper published every business day by the National Archives and Records Administration, containing Federal agency
regulations; proposed rules and notices; and Executive orders, proclamations and other Presidential documents.
FONSI
Finding of No Significant Impact:
A document that briefly presents the reasons why an action will not significantly affect the human environment and for which an
Environmental Impact Statement will not be prepared. Additional information about a FONSI can be found in Forest Service Environmental Policy and Procedures Handbook 1909.15, Chapter 40.
NOA
Notice of Availability:
Notice published in the Federal Register that an Environmental Impact Statement is available. Additional information about a NOA can
be found in Forest Service Environmental Policy and Procedures Handbook 1909.15, Chapter 20.
NOI
Notice of Intent:
Notice published in the Federal Register that an Environmental Impact Statement will be prepared. Additional information about a NOI
can be found in Forest Service Environmental Policy and Procedures Handbook 1909.15, Chapter 20.
ROD1
Record of Decision:
Decision document resulting from an Environmental Impact Statement. Additional information about a ROD can be found in Forest
Service Environmental Policy and Procedures Handbook 1909.15, Chapter 20.
Scoping
The procedures by which the Agency identifies important issues and determines the extent of analysis necessary for an informed
decision on a proposal. Scoping is part of the public involvement process. Additional information about scoping can be found in
Forest Service Environmental Policy and Procedures Handbook 1909.15, Chapter 10.
SOPA
Schedule of Proposed Actions:
A list of proposals that will begin or are undergoing environmental analysis and documentation so that the public can become aware
of and indicate their interest in specific proposals.
1

Note that some decisions may be subject to administrative appeal (see the Forest Service Environmental Appeal and
Litigation website).
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Here is what the “Family Deal” means to you….
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x

$9.95 Oil Changes! Synthetic oil changes are $39.95! Some models higher

x

Nitrogen tire fill for $20.00 – Free lifetime refills after the initial purchase

x

Free shuttle with the service of your vehicle

x

Free 27 point service inspection

x

Free rental with all collision repairs*

x

Referral Bonus Program — You earn $50.00 for each purchasing customer you refer to us

x

Free windshield repair done at our site* We also replace windshields and accept all insurance
companies*

x

Free car wash*

x

All new purchases can be delivered to your doorstep!
*At LaFontaine Dealerships where this service is available.

Visit Michig an and GM ’s First Gold Certified Environmentally “ Green ” De alership!

Please call 1-866-LaFontaine or Visit us online at www.TheFamilyDeal.com
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Happi Days

By: Nick Navone II
Last August, a great friend of mine, Jay Cook, his son
Tyler (3) and my son Sir-Xavier (5) all stayed at
Happi Days Campground and Diner in Fredric
Michigan. We were up there doing some wheeling
and exploring on the ORV Routes and Camp Grayling tank trails up near Range 40. This little campground is a great place to stay, with some very helpful
and good natured owners. Todd Gabriel, the owner
of the campground was a great help and great host.
He pointed us to some very scenic areas to explore
and trails to run. He also went above and beyond
when it came to getting us on the Internet to order
parts when my Jeep broke down. Although it was
wet and raining much of our trip up there we did get
out on some very fun trails.
I figure seeing as I’ve gone on so much about Happi
Days Campground and Diner I’d give you a bit of
info right off their website. And it’s all true - I can
and will vouch for that.

Quiet time is from 11:00 pm to 8:00 am, music
turned down, children on their own sites and no
loud outbursts. Also take advantage of our Propane
station and dumping station.
We accept Visa, Mastercard and Discover.
www.happidayscampground.com

7486 W. Batterson Road
Frederic, Michigan 49733
Directions
Take I-75 North and get off on the 264 Frederic
exit.. Turn left after exiting and go two miles West
into town. At Blinker Light turn left or South on Old
US 27 - 1 1/2 Miles to Batterson Rd. Look for large
sign, turn right onto Batterson and we are the first
drives on the right hand side.
Reservations call 1-989-390-2155 or email
happidays77@aol.com “

“Our lovely campground is located on 26 wooded
acres. Shady and sunny sites are available. We
have a total of 40 sites, most of which are pullthrough and can accommodate 5th wheels and
motor homes with water and electric.
Our bathhouse is clean and has separate accommodations for men and women. All sites have fire
pits and picnic tables. Pets are welcome but must
be kept on a leash and you must clean up after
them (keep your pooper scooper handy).
We also have 2 rustic cabins for sleeping only.
They accommodate up to 4 people and also have
fire pits and picnic tables. Bring your own sleeping
bags or bedding.

w w w . g l f w d a . o r g

So if you are in Fredric and looking for a place to camp or
just a great hot meal, stop in and say hi to Todd and all the
folks that run the place. Good food, good people and
great atmosphere.
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GREAT LAKES FOUR WHEEL DRIVE ASSOCIATION IS PROUD TO HOST
THE 2010 UNITED FOUR WHEEL DRIVE ASSOCIATION ANNUAL MEETING

DATES: Monday June 14 – Wednesday June 16, 2010
Monday June 14, 2010
7 PM - Meet and Greet at the Holiday Inn. An evening reception will be held in the Shimmers Lounge. Hors’deurves and
non-alcoholic beverages provided.

Tuesday June 15, 2010
Meeting participants will begin the morning with a continental breakfast, followed by the start of the meeting agenda.
Prime rib or chicken pot pies from the renowned Grand Traverse Pie Company will be served for lunch.
Dinner on Tuesday evening will be held at Boones’s Steak House. We have a private room reserved for those who would
like to try this regional favorite restaurant. This meal will not be included in the registration fee, participants will order
from the menu.

Wednesday June 16, 2010
Continental breakfast will be available before the meeting. A yummy selection of deli meats, cheeses, and breads will be
served for lunch.
7:00 PM - Conference wrap up meeting at the Holiday Inn. Guest speaker, presentations etc.
8:00 PM – Dinner outdoors at the Holiday Inn. Buffet BBQ dinner menu will include:
Tossed Salad
Potato Salad
Coleslaw
Corn on the cob
Baked Beans
BBQ ribs
BBQ chicken
Jalapeno Corn bread
Dinner Rolls with butter
Strawberry Shortcake
Coffee, tea, milk, iced tea, lemonade
9:00 PM

BONFIRE ON THE BEACH
The Holiday Inn will provide bundles of wood, seating, blankets and Smore’s. Attendees will watch the
sun go down over Grand Traverse Bay while relaxing after a busy two day conference, swapping stories
of the trail-rides past and looking forward to the post-AGM trail ride!

2010 UFWDA
CONVENTION
HOSTED BY GREAT LAKES 4WD ASSOCIATION
OFFICIAL REGISTRATION FORM
CONTACT INFORMATION *Please Print Legibly & Complete All Fields!
Name(s):____________________________________________________________________________
Address:____________________________________________________________________________
City:_________________________________________________ State:__________ Zip:____________
Phone:(_________)___________________________________
E-Mail______________________________________________________________________________
*Please Indicate Best Method To Reach You: Mail_______ Phone_______ E-mail_______
Emergency Contact Name: __________________________________________________
Emergency Phone: (______)________________________Relationship?______________
___________________________________________________________________________________
ATTENDANCE: Anyone who is a member of the United Four Wheel Drive Association may attend the Annual General
Meeting (AGM).
I am representing (Choose one or all that apply):
______ A UFWDA Member Organization as a Delegate**– Organization Name __________________________________
______ A UFWDA Supporting Business - Business Name __________________________________________________
______ UFWDA as a BOD or Extended BOD Member
______ Myself as a UFWDA Member (circle one) Individual Member Life Member Ambassador Member
______ Any other affiliation or other organization (all):______________________________________________
** Delegate credentials – Any Delegate attending the meeting must complete and submit the Delegate Credentials Form
and be a UFWDA member in good standing. The form must be turned in prior to the start of the first business session.
The form may be found on the forum at www.ufwda.org.

REGISTRATION FEE Registration fee includes meeting materials and the following: Tuesday – continental breakfast and lunch;
Wednesday – continental breakfast, lunch, dinner and bonfire. All other meals are the responsibility of attendee including optional
Tuesday night dinner at Boone’s Steak House.

Registration Deadline - June 1, 2010
Note: Holiday Inn special event room block rate expires on May 17, 2010.
#_______Delegate Registration @ $75 =$__________
#_______Non-Delegate - Includes specified meals @ $75 =$_________
#_______Non-Delegate - No meals @ $25 =$__________
#_______Additional adult for Dinner and Bonfire @ $40 =$__________
#_______Child’s Dinner with Bonfire @ $15

Total Registration Fees Included with Registration Form $_______________

PAYMENT
Payment is due in full when the registration is submitted.
a. You may pay online via PayPal by electronic check or credit card. If you are paying online, please email
your registration form to Melanie Mulder at mulderm2@ferris.edu
b. If you wish to mail your registration and payment, please make your check or money order payable to
GLFWDA and mail to: GLFWDA c/o Paul Hittie 2444 E. Hill Road, Grand Blanc, MI 48439. Your
registration form and payment must be received prior to registration deadline – June 1, 2010.
MEAL PREFERENCES:
Tuesday Lunch – # ___ Chicken Pot Pie

# ___ Prime Rib Pot Pie

# _____ Planning to attend optional dinner at Boone’s Steak House (order from menu – this meal not included in fee).
# _____ Please indicate the number of persons in your party who will need transportation to Boone’s Steak House.
Childs Meal choice for Wednesday Dinner:
(Please designate menu preference for each child from the following choices – each child’s meal includes carrot sticks,
applesauce and beverage: #___chicken fingers w/ fries; #___ pepperoni pizza; #___ hot dog and fries; # ___macaroni
and cheese; # ___ cheeseburger w/fries
_________________________________________________________________________________________________
Will you be staying at the Holiday Inn? Yes____ No____
Will you be attending the Monday evening meet and greet at the Holiday Inn (7 -9 pm)? If Yes # ______ No ______
Will you be camping at the State Park Yes___ No___ If so, how many people will be with you? ________
What dates will you be lodging? Arrival___________ Departure___________
Will you need transportation to the meeting site from the hotel? Yes_____ No_____

Please check www.ufwda.org for updated information regarding pre-conference and post-conference
trail rides.
Are you planning to Trail Ride? Yes ____ No ____ If yes, trail vehicle _________________________________
What days are you planning to join us on the trails?
_____ Upper Peninsula Experience – Saturday through Monday, June 12-14
_____ Canada – Thursday through Monday, June 17-21
No vehicle? How many seats do you need to ride along? _____
_________________________________________________________________________________________________
TERMS & CONDITIONS
Cancellation/refund Policy: 100% refund of registration fee will be refunded if cancellation is received prior to May 17, 2010. A 50% refund of registration fee will
be refunded if cancellation is received from May 17, 2010 through June 1, 2010. No refund of registration fee will be issued for cancellations received after June 1,
2010; however, substitutions will be permitted. Cancellations may be made via email to: mulderm2@ferris.edu.
Hotel Accommodations: Great Lakes 4WD Association has requested a block of 25 rooms at the Holiday Inn West Bay, Traverse City, (800) 888-8020, for the
United Four Wheel Drive Association’s Annual 2010 Convention. Actual reservations are the responsibility of the person(s) attending the conference and payment
for the accommodations shall be made by the person(s) making the reservation(s). Please check with the hotel for all reservation options, refund policies and
guidelines. GLFWDA will make every effort to extend the block of rooms if the demand is evident up until May 17, 2010, with no guarantee that an extension will be
available. We have an agreement with the Holiday Inn of Traverse City only. Accommodations made with any other hotel by person(s) attending the conference
will not be endorsed by GLFWDA and no arrangements have been made with any other hotels.
GLFWDA shall not be held liable for any loss, damage, injury, or any other act as a result of attending the United Four Wheel Drive Association’s Annual General
Convention.

Questions? Please email Melanie Mulder at mulderm2@ferris.edu

United 4WD Assn’s post AGM Trailride
Hosted by: Great Lakes 4WD Assn

June 17th – 20th, 2010……. Sault Saint Marie, Ontario , Canada

We will leave the UNITED AGM in Traverse City on Thursday
June 17th and travel to the campground:
www.onblueberryhill.com Blueberry Motel and
Campground located approx 15 miles north of Sault Saint
Marie, Ontario on Hwy 17 (Great Northern Road)
NOTE: This event in held in Canada, Eh!, and since June 1,
2009 you will need a Passport, Passport Card, or Enhanced
Drivers License to get there and back home.
Information on these are available at:
www.cbp.gov Look near the bottom and you’ll see Border
Crossing Requirements.
Trailrides: Griffin Lake Fire Tower / Batchawana Mountain
(One of the top 5 highest mountains in Ontario).
Tribag Mine (Abandoned copper mine from the ’60’s.)
Chippewa Falls, Batchawana Falls, Indian Pictographs.
Difficulty will be adjusted based upon the make-up of the
vehicles attending. Vehicles with 31”-33” tires should have no
difficulty.
Algoma Canyon train will also be running some of it’s first
runs of the year.
More information and discussion on the trail ride can be
found: www.ufwda.org/smf/index.php?board=68.0

?
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Why become a member?

President’s Message (Con’t)

In unity there is strength. Great Lakes Four Wheel Drive Association is dedicated to
upholding the rights of citizens, and the continued use of public lands. Public lands
belong to its citizens to RESPECT, to PROTECT, and to ENJOY. If you support these
principles, your membership will add your voice to the millions of other recreationists who are
striving to protect their rights and freedoms. GLFWDA believes, with firm conviction, in this right and this
trust. GLFWDA believes that citizens have the right of access and to enjoy these public lands, by vehicle, as well as by
other means. GLFWDA recognizes that citizens who use these lands, in return, have an obligation to uphold the trust –
to respect the land, and so conduct their activities that the public interests are protected. We invite the cooperation of
all in upholding the right of citizens to continued use of the public lands they jointly own.
We urge individual four-wheel enthusiasts to become members of Four-Wheel Drive Clubs, or to form new
clubs, and to affiliate with the Association. We invite the support and participation of related businesses as Supporting
Associate Members of GLFWDA.

GREAT LAKES FOUR WHEEL DRIVE ASSOCIATION
Individual Membership Application
Date: __________________
Name: _________________________________________________________
Address 1: ______________________________________________________
Address 2: ______________________________________________________
City:____________________________ State:_____ Zip:________________
4WD Vehicle:____________________________________________________
Phone Number:________________________________
Interests: Sand Drags _____ Mud Bogs _____ Trail Riding____ Rock Crawling _____ Camping____
Other 4WD Affiliations:___________________________________________________
Send your completed application with your check for the $40 yearly individual dues made payable to “Great Lakes
Four Wheel Drive Association” to:
Pam East
P.O. Box 113
Pellston, MI 49769
membershipsecretary@glfwda.org

Since membership entitles you to receive the “Boondocker” newsletter, please include your full mailing address.
DON’T FORGET to Check Out the Great Lakes Store at: http://www.glfwda.org/store/ and the order form in this issue!
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2009 Trolls Fall Color Tour

By Robert DeVore

I just wish to say Thank You to the Troll’s
for the opportunity to join them for yet
another Fall Color Tour and share a few
pictures with you:
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GLFWDA Club Listing & Contact Info
1.

2.

Flintstones
Member since 1975
Director: Rich Nowak
1339 S. Vasser, Davison, MI 48423

7.

Golden Triangle
Member since 1978
Director: Darrin Buss
13155 Waters, Chelsea, MI 48118
8.

3.

Jackson Stump Jumpers
Member since 1972
Director: Brad Perkins
5614 Larch, Jackson, MI 49201
jacksonstumpjumpers@hotmail.com

4.

Mid–Michigan Fourwheelers
Member since 1990
Director: Ron Roggow
4125 Roosevelt, Hemlock, MI 48626

5.

Mud, Sweat, and Gears
Member since 1987
Website: www.msg4x4club.com
Director: Tim Yocum
tim.yocum@koltanbar.com

6.

9.

10. What Lies Beyond Jeep Club
Member since 2007
Website: http://www.whatliesbeyond.org
PO Box 599
Genesee, MI 48437

SoFO – Michigan
Member since 2005
Website:sofo.glfwda.org
31026 West Chicago
Livonia, MI 48150
734.776.6072
sofomich@gmail.com

11. Delta Four Wheelers
Member since 1972
Director: George Motes
10332 W. Dodge, Montrose, MI 48457
810-639-6549
gmotes@centurytel.net

Tri–City Trail Riders
Member since 2003
Director: Steve Gradowski
1634 Hotchkiss Rd
Freeland MI 48623
nvrenuf@gmail.com
Troll Fourwheelers
Member since 1993
Website: www.trolls4wdclub.com
7200 Bunker, Indian River, MI 49749
nephd@blazeconnect.net

UNITED FOUR WHEEL DRIVE
ASSOCIATION
of USA & Canada

R.P.M. Off Road
Member since 2002
Director: Steve Kitchen
P.O. Box 347, Evart, MI 49631
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12. Two Trackers Four Wheel Drive
Club, Inc.
PO Box 88063
Kentwood, MI 48518-9998
www.twotrackers.com
www.twotrackers.org

Marti Pugh, Business Manager
14525 SW Millikan Way #22622
Beaverton, OR 97005-2343
1–800–44–UFWDA
Fax: 317–729–5930
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G r e a t L a k e s St o r e : C l o t h i n g , G e a r, a n d M o r e !
Order Online @ www.glfwda.org/store/

Winter Hats $15
Baseball Caps
$15

Ta n k To p s $ 1 2
T- S h i r t s $ 1 2
Also available: Sweat-shirts,
Long Sleeved Shirts, and more!

Be sure to specify mens or womens and the size of clothing
when ordering. Most clothing sizes are available from
Medium up to 3XL.
Special Order items also available: Jackets, Hoodies, Etc... Custom Lettering
Available for most articles. Contact our vendor directly for custom orders @
www.feemb.net or contact the Store Manager for more information.
Store Manager
Kevin Bentz
1627 Eureka Rd.
Wyandotte, MI 48192
store@glfwda.org
Endangered Species
Stickers $3

4” or 6” GLFWDA Stickers $1

w w w . g l f w d a . o r g

1 7

Fall 2009/Winter 2010

By Robert DeVore

Board Vacancies

We recently held our Fall Quarterly Membership Meeting in beautiful Traverse City. With each fall meeting we
have the opportunity and obligation to elect our volunteer executive board, and appoint chairmen for our standing
committees. Unfortunately, we have a couple of positions yet unfilled as we move to close out this year.
First, I would like to Thank JR Osborne for serving as our Vice President and I would also like to Thank Eric
Williams for serving as our Membership Secretary and wish them the absolute best in their life’s pursuits. Due to
life’s commitments, these two fine gentlemen have not opted to seek re-election and have asked that another
GLFWDA Member step-up and assume the roles and responsibilities of the positions they have vacated.
Additionally, we are in need of filling the vacancies of Director-At-Large Land Use Chairman and Tread Lightly
Awareness Coordinator. I would like to Thank Pat Brower for serving as our Director-At-Large Land Use
Chairman and Jerry Dominoski for serving as our Tread Lightly Awareness Coordinator.
Mere words cannot possibly explain the value of the contribution these four gentlemen have made on your behalf
in the name of Great Lakes Four Wheel Drive Association. They all leave big shoes in the need of being filled.
Ed. Note - Since we did not get this edition to the printer until after the Winter Quarterly meeting held
January 2010, we can provide some additional updates to the vacancies Bob mentioned above.
Duly elected at our Fall 209 Quarterly Meeting
Membership Secretary - Pamela East
The following appointments have been made since the Fall 2009 Quarterly meeting:
Vice President - Paul Hittie
Tread Lightly! Awareness Coordinator - Ed Schroeder

The follwing position is still vacant - Director-at-Large, Land Use
A brief description of what the job entails would include communicating via e-mail and telephone on a very regular
basis; four e-board meetings and four Quarterly Membership Meetings per year, and coordinating our land use
efforts with various board members and other At-Large Directors and Committee Chairs..
For a more detailed description of the duties of Director-at-Large of Land Use please see our SOP:
If you are interested in assuming the position of Director-at-Large of Land Use, please contact President Robert
DeVore
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Associate Member Directory

BDS Suspension
www.bds-suspension.com
102 S. Michigan Ave.
Coldwater, MI 49036
517-279-2139
Jeeperz Creeperz
www.jeeperz–creeperz.com
1627 Eureka Rd., Wyandotte, MI 48192
734–281–8141 or Fax 734–281–2841
sales@jeeperz–creeperz.com
Contact: Kevin Bentz
Ultimate Air
www.ultimate–air.com
P.O. Box 0088, Allen Park, MI. 48101
313-595-5358
Contact: Brian Wysocki
sales@ultimate–air.com
4BYFOURS
6148 Airline Rd.
Fruitport, MI 49415
231-206-0784
All Pro Automotive
2724 Turner St
Lansing, MI 48906
517-485-8662
Great Lakes 4x4
www.greatlakes4x4.com
Michigan Wheelers
www.michiganwheelers.com
Rocks & Valleys Off-road Park
US 127 between Clare & Harrison
1/2 mile W of Snow Snake Ski & Golf
989-539-1448

Venture Off Road
9028 N. Tottenham Dr
Traverse City, MI 49684
269-998-5512
www.ventureoffroad.com
sales@ventureoffroad.com
Unlimited Offroad Centers
3201 W. Thompson Rd
Fenton, MI 48430
810-936-7000
www.unlimitedoffroadcenters.com
sales@unlimitedoffroadcenters.com
Harold’s Towing
2665 South Flowage Lake Rd
West Branch, MI 48661
989-345-1633
abfarley@yahoo.com
SIK Motorsports
www.myspace.com/sikmotorsports

52&.6 $1'
P&TAuto Parts & Paint
4828 Michigan Ave
Detroit, MI 48210
313-894-1410

6

2))52$'3$5.

+RXUV
)UL6DW +ROLGD\VDPSP
6XQGD\VDPSP


LaFontaineAutomotive Group
2245 S Telegraph Rd.
Dearborn, MI 48124
888-804-5523

URFNVDQGYDOOH\VFRP
86%HWZHHQ&ODUH +DUULVRQ
0DQQVLGLQJ5RDG([LW
0LOH:HVWRI6QRZ6QDNH6NL *ROI

Rough Country Suspension
1400 Morgan Rd
Dyersburg, TN 38024
800-222-7023
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Fall 2009 Minutes

Great Lakes Four Wheel Drive Association

Meeting Minutes
Quarterly Meeting – October 4, 2009
Traverse City, Michigan
I.
II.
III.

IV.

V.

VI.

Call to Order - Bob DeVore called the meeting to order at 9:06 am, Eastern Standard Time
Introduction of Executive Board - Edgar Osborne was not present: He was in West Branch making maps for SnoFari.
Approval of Minutes
a. Motion for approval made by Paul Mulder
b. Seconded by Wayne Rynbrand
c. Minutes unanimously approved
President’s Report
a. 2009 Sportsmen’s Day
i.
30 Legislators - Pam has learned a lot from the Restaurant Association on ways to talk to Legislators
and offered to give advice and help before next year’s Sportsmen’s Day.
ii.
Lessons learned with intent to do again next year.
1. There may or may not be electricity at the event next year. Need to prepare for both options.
2. GLFWDA that are in attendance should all be dress similar with GLFWDA logoed shirts.
iii.
Legislator Ride - There was discussion with some legislators for sponsoring a ride weekend on some
of Michigan’s trails. This will be difficult do to their schedules, but videos may be a good way to show
what Michigan has to offer.
iv.
ORV Advisory Board
1. As of now the make-up of the new ORV Board will be 2 ATV’s, 2 Snowmobile, and 1 Full-size
User.
2. There are term limits for these positions, but not sure on the length at this time.
3. Paul suggested that if the new board does follow this format; the Vice President should be
the main contact person from GLFWDA.
4. Paul also suggested that it may be a good idea to get DeBraybander to come to Sno-Fari
b. Quarterly Travel Michigan Links (Web Site):
i. April 2009
128
ii. May 2009
145
iii.
June 2009
175
iv.
Links and hits are showing an increase through the spring months
c. GLFWDA Awards (Please see GLFWDA SOP for full text)
d. Oz to be the Boondocker Editor
i. Article Submissions NEEDED!
ii. Fall Issue won’t happen without some input.
iii.
Pam said she could write an article on how to talk to Legislators based on her experience from
the Restaurant Association.
e. Volunteers Needed!!!
f. Pending Elections: Vice-president, Recording Secretary, and Membership Secretary (Please see GLFWDA ByLaws and SOP for full text)
Treasurer’s Report
a. Some of our dues are still due to UFWDA
b. Paul asked what our status is on the +/- money compared to the last few years. At this point we are on the
positive side
c. GLFWDA has also opened a savings account which will allow the GLFWDA to open its own Pay-Pal
account to handle dues and store sales.
d. Paul asked if there will be more money to be spent on the Cedar Creek Tickets. At this time there is an
additional $500 approved if needed.
e. Bob DeVore mentioned that GLFWDA was a financially struggling organization for many years, but we now
are on sound footing.
PR Committee
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Fall 2009 Minutes (Con’t)
a.
b.

VII.

VIII.

IX.
X.

XI.

An additional 50,000 placemats have been put out in Oceana County at a cost of $95
It was asked if Wayne could provide a list of all the restaurants that the placemats were handed out at - There was
not a list available and not sure if one can be provided.
c. Paul suggested that GLFWDA have placemats handed out in Oscoda, Crawford, Kalkaska and Manistee Counties.
d. Include give-aways at 2010 Sportsmen’s Day
e. The new membership secretary could include a note of survey asking how they heard of GLFWDA in the packets.
Trail Ride Committee Report
a. Northern Migration 2009 - Began in Silver Lake and headed to Drummond Island. As the group traveled further
north, more riders joined.
b. Northern Migration 2010?
i. Have the local clubs sponsor a leg of the trip.
ii. Paul suggested that local parks could also be included in the Migration, not just state trails to provide
business to the parks, which in turn may get GLFWDA more access to potential members
iii.
May be that Associate Members could sponsor legs of the trip, include a map a head of time and
show the locations of the sponsoring members.
iv.
Included some Geo-caching
1. Another time to do on the ride, or when stopped at different locations
2. Included a GPS training class
v. This was the first year, and it was kept simple. It is easier to get organized and if people are not able to
attend it is not going to stop the event, or create costs that will be “wasted”
Land Use Report - KOTARO
a. Federal Land Use (NFS) - Karner Blue Butterfly Habitat Restoration - Waiting on the Motor Vehicle Use map to be
presented.
b. State Issues – none noted
c. County/Local Issues
i. Monitor Road Closures - Pam mentioned that she has the opportunity to attend local meetings on road
closures but does not know where to find the times and locations. Bob DeVore mentioned that many
meetings can be found on the County Road Commission website or listed in the paper. The DNR website
also shows times and locations of different meetings.
ii. Mounds ORV Park (Rock Course) Phase two should be on the ground now. Money for phase three is
approved.
**** At 10:36 a 10 minute coffee break was called
**** Meeting resumes at 10:46
Trail Maintenance – Discussion of supply shortages. State is short on money, ordering and delivery of supplies is
increasingly difficult. The trail techs are very busy
Old Business
a. UFWDA Annual General Meeting
i. Melanie Mulder is working very hard at getting the AGM ready.
ii. By End of October the location and dates should be identified.
iii.
The Board is currently reviewing the packages
b. Dates for Quarterly Membership Meeting 2010
i. January 10, 2010 (West Branch) in Conjunction with Sno-Fari?
ii. April 18, 2010 (Mears) in Conjunction with Two-Trackers 12th Annual Forest Clean-up?
iii.
Summer and Fall dates are still available
New Business
a. Elections
i. Vice President - There are no nominations
ii. Recording Secretary
1. Doug Saul nominated Carl Jarema
2. Carl accepted the nomination
3. There were no other nominations
4. Carl was elected
iii.
Membership Secretary
1. Wayne nominated Pam for Membership Secretary
2. Seconded by Paul
3. Pam accepted nomination
4. There were no other nominations
5. Pam was elected to be the new Membership Secretary
b. Appointments
i. Land Use Committee Chairman
1. Pat Brower is stepping down and there is a need for new members
ii. Tread Lightly! Awareness Coordinator – still vacant
iii.
Trail Ride Committee Chairman - Tim will continue to chair this committee
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Fall 2009 Minutes (Con’t)

GLFWDA Quarterly Minutes

c.

XII.
XIII.
XIV.

XV.

XVI.

XVII.

Proposed Dates for Quarterly Membership Meeting 2010
i. June just prior to UFWDA AGM to be held in Michigan?
ii. October 3?
d. Gitchi-Gumi - Pam and Michigan Wheelers would like to restart the event under GLFWDA
e. Placemat Payment - Wayne wanted to know the best way to pay, use of the GLFWDA credit card would be appropriate
Club Report - What Lies Beyond will be having a Thanksgiving can and dry food drive
Associate Members Report - Venture Off-Road brought DVDs to the meeting and are available through the Quadratech catalog
Upcoming Dates of Importance
a. 2010 Quarterly Membership Meeting Dates and Locations
i. January 10th West Branch
ii.April 18th Mears
b. Additional Dates of Importance
i. Advisory Board Meeting October 4th Lansing
ii. SNO-Fari January 8th and 9th West Branch
iii.
12th Annual Two Trackers Forest Clean-up April 17th Twin Lakes
iv.
Silver Lake Sand Dunes April 17th Mears
v. 9th Annual Jeep Blessing May 1st Mesick
Members Discussion
a. Paul Mulder wanted to discuss different ORV map options
i. Leota / Denton Trail maps may have ad space for GLFWDA if interested
ii. May be GLFWDA should sponsor maps that can be given away.
1. The maps may cost GLFWDA $0.50 to produce and the store may be able to pay GLFWDA to cover the
cost to make the map, it would then be up to the stores if they wanted to sell the maps for profit or not
iii.
It may be a good idea for GLFWDA Associate Members to develop and sell maps at their businesses.
These maps would be geared to their area.
b. GLFWDA could have an advertisement on the Drummond Island Tourist Association
c. May be the Bear Track on Drummond Island would be interested in putting GLFWDA ads on their placemats
d. Local ORV parks and events, hand out GLFWDA brochures and advertisements
e. Paul Mulder mentioned that in the Indian River area there is a need for trail clean up and there are about 30 tires out there,
some look like they were placed recently
Adjournment
a. Paul motioned for adjournment
b. Wayne seconded
c. Adjournment was approved
Meeting adjourned at 11:45 am, Eastern Standard Time
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Upcoming Events

Sportsmen’s Day
Happi Days
Troll’s Color Tour
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Great Lakes Four Wheel Drive Assoc.
c/o Paul Hittie
2444 E. Hill Rd.
Grand Blanc, MI 48439

DATED MATERIAL DO NOT DELAY
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