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You can send anything you feel is relevant. Pictures, articles, event
dates, or even an entire article with pictures! Before you unpack
from a trip, write up a story and send it in!
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CALENDAR OF EVENTS
2008 Quarterly Meeting Dates
Winter January 13
West Branch
Impromptu Trail Ride Saturday January 12th
Spring April 20
Mears (Silver Lake)
Two Trackers 10th Annual Forest Clean-Up Saturday April 19th
Summer July 27
Location TBD Summer Trail Maintenance Saturday July 26th
Fall
October 5
Location TBD
Adopt A Road Annual Clean-Up (UFWDA) TBD

Coming Up This Year...
SNO-FARI – Feb 2 & 3 2008 in West Branch
Sno-Blind February 14, 15 + 16 in West Branch
Jeep Blessing May 3rd 2008 in Mesick
Speedfix Topless Cruise August 9th 2008 in Holland

Paul “Bean Counter” Hittie Holiday
GLFWDA Trail Maintenance
April 16

May 17-18th & July 26th
2008 ORV Advisory Board Meetings
February 6
May 7
August 6
November 5
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For last minute changes to events or for additional event information, visit the
Great Lakes Four Wheel Drive Associations web site: www.GLFWDA.org. If your
club wants to put a date on the Boondocker Calendar, just email the date with a
description of the event and contact information to the Boondocker Editor at
editor@glfwda.org
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Capital Crawling

By: Ari Adler
I thought since this column runs in the Boondocker, I
should probably address this year’s biggest boondoggle:
the state budget.

)TkS A $IESEL 4HING

The bottom line is that we have a structural budget problem
in this state. Essentially, government wants to spend more
money than it has. When you and I run into that situation
in our homes, we cut back on expenses or try to find
another job. Unfortunately, the state government just says,
“let’s raise taxes and fees.” That’s why the new state
budget spends hundreds of millions of dollars more than
the previous budget, despite everyone hollering about
“having cut government to the bone.”
The budget that impacts four-wheeling the most is the one
for the state Department of Natural Resources, so I thought
I’d hit some highlights on what happened with that one.
The DNR budget for Oct. 1, 2007 through Sept. 30, 2008 is
$289 million. This is a $6 million increase over the previous
budget.

08 Ford F250 6” Kit

Still, despite the increase in funding, the DNR is preparing
for layoffs. That’s because the DNR budget is based on the
state Legislature passing additional fee increases for
hunters, fishers, etc. It’s hard to say if that will actually
happen or not. Legislators are saying they will get it done;
the DNR is skeptical.
The other issue is that the Legislature decided what should
and should not be cut or retained in the DNR’s operations,
so the department has to scramble to make that work.
So, come December, the 14 newest conservation officers in
the state will be out of a job. According to a department
spokeswoman, department leadership is trying to come up
with $900,000 in new cuts to make up for the two fish
hatcheries that must remain open under the budget
language.

01-08 Chevy 2500 6” Kit

According to the Detroit Free Press, which editorialized in
favor of the fee increases, the 14 officers being cut will
mean six counties in Michigan will not have conservation
officers. (The paper argued in its editorial that fees haven’t
been increased in 11 years, so no one should be complaining – I’m not touching that argument with a 10-foot fishing
pole.)
One item in the budget that did not survive the governor’s
veto pen was “at least $1 million” for an interdepartmental
grant program in the Department of Agriculture to support
forestry programs in local conservation districts.
The Legislature has given itself until January 15 to study
the fee issue and come up with a legislative solution, which
translates into you and me paying more for licenses in
Michigan. The only question now is, how much more. Stay
tuned…

w w w . g l f w d a . o r g

03-07 Dodge 3/4 Ton 6” Kit
For your nearest distributor visit
www.bds-suspension.com
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September

We were fortunate to be able to schedule
this big four-wheeling event, hosted by
Mile-Hi Jeep Club www.mhjc.org , in our
trail ride calendar for 2007. Having the
United 2007 Annual General Meeting
scheduled in Grand Junction, Colorado, the
week preceding the 41st All-4-Fun, certainly
made the roundtrip from Ohio work for us.

October

The event started with registration on
Saturday, under the red & white big top
tent. Each participant received a goodie
bag and a 20+ page event booklet, with all
you need to know about All-4-Fun. There
were over 900 four-wheeling loving people
in attendance this year. The trail ride lists
for the next days’ trails were posted each
night at 6 PM. The lists were limited to 20
participants each and showed the difficulty
rating of the trail. Each trail list also
provided colored tickets for you to take
along, which contained the trail name, trail
guide, CB channel, line up time and location
line identified.

November

All-4-Fun 2007 at Salida, Colorado

By: Doug Saul

December

Most trails were scheduled to return by 4-5
PM, as there were activities scheduled
under the big top at 6 or 7 PM each night.
Cookouts, ice cream, karaoke, BBQ, kid’s
games, raffle drawings and dancing, you
name it, A4F has it. There was one overnight trip, south to Mt. Blanca, for those
hardy souls packing their tents. With 20 trails to choose from, it was good to have 6 days of wheelin’ time available at this popular
event. Being from the flatlands and driving our WJ Grand Cherokee roundtrip from Ohio, we usually start with an easy trail and
work our way up the difficulty ratings, to where we feel comfortable with the terrain. Friends from Michigan were also in attendance
and they were trailering their built 4-door Tracker. We were able to compare trail stories each night, as they started with the hard
trails.

We started out with a trail coming down from Trout Creek Pass following or crossing the roadbed of two former railroads that served
the area mining towns in the 1880’s. Near the end of this trail, we dropped down into Four Mile Creek for the final decent, before
arriving at the town of Buena Vista.

Coming Up

Monday found us climbing up the mountains, overlooking the Twin Lakes reservoir and the town of Leadville, off in the distance.
With a little sleet coming down, we moved on. The trail took us up to and past Gold Basin Mine, a working gold mine that welcomes
prospectors and visitors. We passed some falling down log cabins, taken over by the local marmots. Our lunch stop put us above
some left over snow, with a view overlooking Lost Canyon and the Clear Creek reservoir. After a brief rest and a beautiful view, we
headed down toward Granite, then on to the ghost town of Vicksburg.
Tuesday had us headed south then west. We were headed up Foose Creek trail, on our way to the Old Monarch Pass. Monarch
came into existence with the discovery of silver in 1878. It was a great climb to the top, with numerous switchbacks. This road was
built in the 1920’s. As the rain started, we dropped off the trail and rolled into the back of the parking lot and under the Monarch
Crest Tram. I would have never expected there was a 4WD trail running under the Tram cables, behind the station. We had climbed
through the pass at 11,312 feet, but if you wanted a Tram ride to the top, it was 12,012 feet.
There are no official trail rides scheduled on Wednesday, as it is Vendors Display day. The day starts off with a parade through
historic Salida then on to a “Show and Shine” event at the campground. Manufacturer’s displays are available for viewing all day

w w w . g l f w d a . o r g
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under the red & white big top tent. We
headed north to check out and drive
through the old Midland Railroad tunnels
that were cut through the rock by hand,
outside of Buena Vista. We continued north
along the Arkansas River, enjoying the
sights of many white water rafters rushing
downstream toward Salida. The Arkansas is
the most rafted river in the US. As it turned
out, our friends from Michigan took home
the 1st place award in the Rock Crawler/
Extreme Mods class for their 4-door Chevy
Tracker.
Thursday was a great day for trail riding.
We joined the group headed over Tincup
Pass at 12,154 feet. First stop was St. Elmo,
one of the best-preserved ghost towns in
Colorado, established in the1870’s. The
General Store is popular, as are the hummingbird feeders and chipmunk crossing.
Leaving St. Elmo, we started the climb up to

the pass over a continuous trail of rocks. We stopped at
the Pass for a photo opportunity and to take in the
magnificent views. On to Tincup, which at one time had a
population of over 5000 and was one of the largest silver
producers in the state of Colorado. There are a number of
cabins still standing and the town is now a recreation
town. We returned to Buena Vista by way of Cottonwood
Pass.
Thursday night was the big raffle for Children’s Hospital
and the door prize drawings. Even with almost 400
registered vehicles, everyone won a door prize and some
got 2 when the tickets had to be put back in to finish
giving away all the prizes. Winches, bumpers and many
sets of tires were the biggies you could take home.
Friday night was the Warn banquet dinner and dance. It
was a late night for many and a long road home for us. If
you get the opportunity, put All-4-Fun on your MUST DO
list. See ya on the trails!

w w w . g l f w d a . o r g
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M-F 10am-7pm
Sat 10am-3pm
Closed Sunday

1627 Eureka Rd
Wyandotte, MI 48192
734-281-8141
888-281-0681
FAX: 734-281-2841
www.jeeperz-creeperz.com
sales@jeeperz-creeperz.com

2007 Holiday Specials!
Purchase a combined total of $600 or more from Rugged Ridge, Outland, and OmixAda and get FREE shipping! You may mix and match between these product lines.

High quality Jeep parts at an affordable price!
Top quality line of automotive accessories!

Offer good until December 25th!

Get FREE shipping on ALL Rough Country Products
from December 1st through December 31st!

Check out these Holiday Gift Ideas!

Visit us on the web at WWW.JEEPERZ-CREEPERZ.COM
Use Discount Coupon Code “GLFWDA” to get a discount!
Prices good at least through December 31st, 2007.
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Land Use Committee Report

GLFWDA - Land Use Committee Report
The GLFWDA Land Use Committee has addressed a number of issues this last quarter. Below is an itemized update to
advise you of the status of the issues for the quarter ending 10/31/07.
FEDERAL LAND USE (NFS)

SOPA
Committee members are now receiving the Schedule Of Proposed Actions (SOPA) for the Huron-Manistee
National Forest. This document lists all of the projects that will be undertaken over the next quarter. This will allow
the Land Use Committee to monitor projects for proposed road closures and become involved in the process in the
earliest stages. This will maximize our ability to prevent the loss of important 4WD roads within the Forest. We are
seeking volunteers to monitor the Hiawatha and Ottawa Forests in the Upper Peninsula. If you are interested in
assisting, please contact the Committee at landuse@glfwda.org.

M-37 Project
This is our first attempt to respond to National Forest Projects and has yielded an estimated 8.75 Miles of
rustic roads open to public use that would otherwise have been lost to closure or obliteration. Congratulations to all
of those individuals who spent their time and gas going out “on the ground” and gathering the data that allowed the
comments to be as specific and comprehensive as was necessary to yield these great results! It couldn’t happen
without volunteers like you. THANK YOU!

Huron-Manistee 2006 Forest Plan Appeal
The NFS has conceded one of the five appeal points. The Huron-Manistee Forest Plan will now include
language allowing for the designation of 4x4 Trails/ Routes as a separate entity from the road system. This will allow
for the development of design, maintenance, and financial criteria more in line with the sport and more easily accommodated by the under-funded NFS.
The “Final Decision Notice” that excludes the other four points has been published. It is time to hire a
Michigan Licensed Attorney to work with United Four Wheel Drive Associations’ Attorney, Carla Boucher, to file our
Appeal and begin proceedings to address our remaining concerns. We will investigate financial assistance from the
United Land Action Fund but other funding may be necessary.

M Triangle
The purpose of this project is to designate the first 4x4 Route in the Huron-Manistee National Forest. This
designation differs from the State’s ORV Route designation because it does not designate the operation of ‘quads’ and
non-street licensed motorcycles or side-by-side style RUVs. This is a designation intended for licensed 4x4s. We are
working diligently to map all of the existing trails and obstacles in the project area. The area is quite large and is
defined by M-37, M-55, and M-115.
STATE ISSUES (DNR)

Advisory Board Meetings
The Advisory Board is forming a Sub-Committee to determine a long-range spending plan for the ORV
program. The Land Use Committee was successful in acquiring a seat on the Sub-Committee so that GLFWDA has the
opportunity to ensure 4x4 recreation is considered throughout the Plan. Land Use Committee member and GLFWDA
Treasurer, Paul Hittie, has been gracious enough to accept this position on our behalf.

25% New Trails Bill — Route Proposal Project
GLFWDA has undertaken two differing approaches to accomplish our goals for the designation of new ORV
Routes. The Michigan Motorized Recreation Council (MMRC) desires to make a unified proposal for which GLFWDA
did make submissions. GLFWDA feels that these proposals should begin with the support and guidance of the local
ORV techs. Paige Perry of the Eastern Lower Peninsula has expressed interest in improving those Routes in her
jurisdiction. The LUC will be scheduling GPS trail mapping dates to collect data that will be used to connect the
existing system utilizing 4x4 friendly trails and to locate obstacles and abandoned gravel pits for possible inclusion.
GLFWDA will continue to utilize both avenues to better our recreation.

Drummond Island
The LUC has been very active in the issues developing on Drummond Island. Jeep Jamboree received a
citation while on Marble Head. This ticket was rescinded because the group was operating under an approved Event
Permit. This incident served to illustrate the inadequacy of the system on the Island. The majority of the paths that
Jamboree uses are technically designated as ORV Trail. That means that for a 4x4 to utilize the path, it must meet the

w w w . g l f w d a . o r g
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County / Local Issues

Monitor Road Closures
Muskegon County has approved the financial expenditure to have a neutral, third party, biologist perform a survey
of wild Lupine plants within the Staple Road ROW. The results of this study will dictate where the CRC will be able to reopen
the easement to travel without affecting the Karner Blue Butterfly population adjacent to the “road”. Adjacent landowners
have petitioned the MCRC for abandonment of the road. The LUC attended a comment Hearing on behalf of enthusiasts.
We had 775 e-petition signatures, 64 hand written signatures, as well as, support from the White Lake Area Chamber of
Commerce, Twisting Trails SnoBroaves Snowmobile Club, West Shore Snowmobile Council, West Michigan Development
Council, and the Two Trackers Four Wheel Drive Club. Most importantly, we had about 20 people IN THE ROOM, compared
to the opposition’s six. The Commission elected to view the road for themselves before making a decision. GLFWDA has
been assured they will be invited to participate in this on-site survey by the Commissioners.
Muskegon County has also tasked their maintenance people to remove the obstructions on Schow, Michillinda and
Whetmire roads. Some reaction from the property owner is anticipated, so the MCRC attorney will follow up with a letter.
The ROWs should be opened sometime later this year. This will add another 2 Miles of Unimproved roads and three decision
points to the rustic transportation system in Muskegon County.
The Newaygo CRC received a Petition for Abandonment for 64th Street between M-37 (Evergreen) and Willow in
Brooks Township. The LUC attended the meeting. The Newaygo CRC voted NOT to abandon the road but to look into the
feasibility of putting it back on the section line as platted. It currently leaves the deeded easement to pass around a gully.
This falls under the ‘Highway by User’ statute that essentially says that where a road ends up over time (at Least 10 years) is
where the CRC has a right of way, regardless of maps and deeding.
They again affirmed that the NCRC has never abandoned a road if there was opposition to the proposal. This Unimproved,
Seasonal road adds 0.25 Mile of travel way. More importantly, it serves as a connecting trail to NFS land containing several
other trails segments.

Mounds ORV Park (Rock Course RFP)
The Mounds has received a bid to design a rock course at the Mounds ORV Park and will be holding a public
meeting on November 8th. The GLFWDA LUC will be attending to ensure a quality rock experience for Michigan.

Kidds in the Mud Extreme Farm
Hamilton Township brought KITM to court to overturn the ruling of last year stating that as long as they are not
running a business and charging admission, there is no rule to how many friends and family members you may have on your
own private property and charity events are allowed. The hearing was rescheduled. There is a tentative date set for November 21st. GLFWDA Land Use Committee members will be attending.
As of right now the Township has spent more than $47,000 in legal fees and is trying to outlaw all ATV use within the
township, but then only enforce it as the KITM property. The current argument is not for KITM to run a business; it is for
the right of people to drive their vehicles on their own property with friends and family. Here is a link to the website that will
give more insight into the issue. http://www.kidsinthemudd.com/.

KOTARO
The LUC is forming groups of volunteers (Members and non-members alike) who are willing to gather GPS Data of
trails utilizing a uniform set of standards. These groups will be dubbed ’KOTARO Teams’. KOTARO stands for Keep Our
Trails And Roads Open. The goal is to gather complete data to submit to the National Forest Service for inclusion in the
Motor Vehicle Use Maps (MVUMs). The Huron MVUM will be published in 2008, the Manistee in the spring of 2009. The
maps will be reviewed annually and additional GPS routes may be considered for inclusion. Data gathering will be easiest
before publication of the MVUMs make travel on the majority of trails illegal. Contact Pat Brower (landuse@glfwda.org.) or
Bob DeVore (membershipsecretary@glfwda.org ) if you are interested in assisting.
This has been an exceptional quarter. The Land Use Committee has assisted in efforts that have resulted in saving 11 Miles
of trails! If you have an interest in seeing Michigan’s four wheeling opportunities advance, please join us. A Membership Application is available in the Land Use Committee section of the GLFWDA Forums. You can also contact landuse@glfwda.org for information about membership, or any of the issues facing our sport.
Respectfully Submitted,
The GLFWDA Land Use Committee

w w w . g l f w d a . o r g
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Land Use Committee Report

Cont.

definition of a State Forest Road and be traversable by a conventional two-wheel drive sedan. The LUC is working
collaboratively with Jeep Jamboree, Drummond Island Tourist Association, Drummond Island Resort Association, DI OffRoad Club, and other groups to have the system re-designated as ORV Route, including Marble Head. This would eliminate
the two-wheel drive concern. We are unable to report specifics at this time because this is still ‘in process’.

Making Friends thru GLFWDA

By: Jim Kitson

fuel pump/regulator and finally, drive by wire. Drive by wire sounds
simple: remove the old throttle cable and gas pedal and bolt in a
new pedal and TAC (throttle actuator control). Turns out not that
simple. Well, after a ton of help from folks here, Pat Kinne
(Ironman), Vic Brasseur (Timberwolf), Jim Mazzola (KB8YMF), Bob
Devore (Jarhead), John Jacobs (JohnnyJ) and my son in law Ryan
Hart (pookie), I got it rolling on the morning of July 4th. Just 3 days
before we were leaving with no chance for any shakedown runs.

Every other year we spend a week at the dunes with Pat & Kim
Kinne. This year, we scheduled our trip for the week after July
4th, which coincided with our vacation ending the same
weekend as the GLFWDA summer quarterly. Getting there this
year was a little more stressful than normal since I had
developed a clatter in my engine during an outing in early
June. I had been running a carbureted Chevy V8 but all my
pals insisted that I convert to fuel injection. So, I picked up a
used 6.0L and proceeded to do a marathon engine swap.
Converting from a Gen II to a Gen III engine was a challenge.
Everything changed. New motor mounts, exhaust with welded
in O2 sensors, radiator setup, fan shroud, wiring, intake air
cleaner/ducting, adding the ECM, converting to high pressure

w w w . g l f w d a . o r g

We arrived at the campground Sunday afternoon, July 8th. After
following orders from Pat about where to park, (since he got there
first & stole the best site) we set up camp & headed out for a sunset
run to give the new engine a little trial. Sunday evenings at the
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attempting to pull a full size Dodge diesel crew cab.
The Dodge had slid sideways and was about to slide
into some trees. The right front tire was off the rim & he
was buried right to the body. As we arrived, the Ford
gave up. Thank goodness for that since he had 2
straps hooked together with a clevis. The 4 of us
quickly did a little discussion about helping out. There
are times when offering to help strangers, people are
either offended or reckless and unsafe. We decided to
offer a hand, which the owner of the Dodge gladly
accepted. During the discussion I mentioned about the
unsafe practice of the straps connected by a clevis.
This brought on an instant reaction from the Ford
owner where he came at me & if people had not stepped
between us, I think he would have taken a poke at me. I
attempted to explain about the recent death of Jonathan
Blystra but he would have nothing of it. I even asked
him if he would help anchor me while winching.
Instead, he and his pals stormed off. I really feel bad
about this because we never had the opportunity
to show him the proper way to connect straps with
a wooden stick. There were comments about those
$%^ Jeep guys with winches just showing off.
dunes are one of the nicest times
since most people have gone
home for the weekend. The new
engine seemed to run just fine &
I was pretty cautious with it. My
big concern was overheating
since that was the demise of the
previous engine. I had let it get
hot too many times on the trails.
The new setup had eliminated
the electric fan and was using the
factory clutch fan. Just about sunset time we noticed a
smell and had a noise. Darn! I had built a new fan
shroud and used a specialty plastic called Kydex (got it
from work) to wrap the radius around the fan. Well, as
the heat from the radiator had risen, it had softened the
shroud enough that it sagged into the fan. A trip to the
hardware store the next morning for some aluminum
strapping to support the plastic solved the problem.

Anyway, so up to the top of the hill we went. Pat
and I ran winch lines to the front of the truck. A
full size truck anchored Pat & Karl anchored me.
Karl’s jeep was too light to hold me so another full
size truck hooked onto the back of Karl. Now we
had 5 rigs hooked up to anchor our winching
efforts. With Mike watching & spotting, we fired
up both winches. The ‘ol
Dodge diesel started
coming up the hill. We
need to winch him up hill to
assure that he didn’t slide
any further sideways and
risk getting into the trees.
No problem, up he came.
When we got him far
enough up hill, while
keeping the winches tight,
another volunteer dug out
under the deflated tire &
installed my bottle jack. We
tried CO2 to reseat the tire
but found that the valve
stem was broken. So, the
owner pulled his spare &
installed it.

In years past, we had come to call our campsite “camp
fix a lot”. We have done axle rebuilds, motor mounts, ujoints, starter solenoids, steering shafts, driveshafts,
motorhome repairs and many other general maintenance
items. Thankfully, this year, our only other fix was that
Pat needed to tighten up a front wheel bearing and I
had a couple leaky hose clamps that needed tightening.

After another 20 or 30 feet
of winching, he was in a
good enough position to
back down the hill safely.
Success!

On Wednesday, Karl Mosher (Ridgerunner) & family
arrived at the campground & Thursday, Mike Mike
Andreotti (Renegade II) hooked up with us.
Thursday afternoon brought us an interesting time. We
had left the families at the beach & the 4 of us were out
playing around. We were playing follow the leader thru
the badlands area of the dunes & came across a group
of people watching a vehicle recovery. There must have been
anywhere from 30 to 50 people there. A full size Ford truck was
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After the recovery, we had a
chance to meet & shake
hands with the Dodge owner. His name was Scott Tomlinson
along with his wife Shawn. Shawn had been driving the family
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TJ while Scott was cruising around in their tow rig when he got
the heavy diesel bogged down on a side hill. They tried to pay
us and we said no, this is what we do for fun!
By the end of the week after tons of beach time, swimming &
dune running, the girls were happy to hang out at camp. So
Friday, Pat & I sat at the base of test hill with an easy up awning
& just hung out. People came & went as they stopped by to
chat. Later in the day, Scott & Shawn came by with their gang
of friends and family. We hung out for a while & we took some
time discussing proper recovery techniques and how to use the
wooden stick. Scott was adamant that his 19 year old son learn
the right way to do things.
As we rounded out the week, we had a couple
other issues. I had a motor mount loosen up which
put my fan into my fan shroud. Mike got in some
deep water & I had to pull him out backwards. Pat
had brake issues and we hooked up a strap and I
played anchor while he drove back to the campground. You may have seen pics posted of both
Mike and Pat saying they were pulling me. Not
true…… these guys were just passing the buck.
Well…………….. not really. Haha Actually, after a
full week of good weather and friends, on the final
lap on Saturday evening, my jeep sputtered &
stopped. I thought I had run out of gas. Mike
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pulled me out of the dunes & Pat pulled me back to the campground. As it
turned out, I was using a low pressure fuel pump to feed the new high
pressure fuel pump. (long story….. remember marathon getting it ready to
go) The low pressure fuel pump quit which starved my system. So, yeah,
those guys had the rare pleasure of pulling me.
The final cap of the week was our quarterly meeting. A highlight for Pat and
me was that Scott showed up at our meeting, joined GLFWDA, bought a tshirt, has attended the What Lies Beyond show (wearing said t-shirt) and is
registered to join us in Cadillac for the KOTARO trail mapping over Labor
Day.
Every person I mentioned in this article is a person I have met thru GLFWDA.
Some have become very close friends. Good Samaritan acts like we did for
Scott and Shawn just prove that we all can affect the future of this organization in a positive or negative way. If we had just driven past Scott saying we
didn’t want to “get involved”, we would never have met and had a new
member join. And, how would we have felt if we heard later that someone had
gotten injured or killed due to improperly used equipment?

Good friends from a good sport……… that’s what it’s all about.
Jim
Ps: So, how do I feel about my new engine swap? I like it!
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GLFWDA Club Listing & Contact Info
1.

Flintstones
Member since 1975
Director: Rich Nowak
1339 S. Vasser, Davison, MI 48423

6.

R.P.M. Off Road
Member since 2002
Director: Steve Kitchen
P.O. Box 347, Evart, MI 49631

2.

Golden Triangle
Member since 1978
Director: Darrin Buss
13155 Waters, Chelsea, MI 48118

7.

SoFO – Michigan
Member since 2005
Website:sofo.glfwda.org
31026 West Chicago
Livonia, MI 48150
734.776.6072
sofomich@gmail.com

3.

4.

5.

Jackson Stump Jumpers
Member since 1972
Director: Brad Perkins
5614 Larch, Jackson, MI 49201
jacksonstumpjumpers@hotmail.com
Mid–Michigan Fourwheelers
Member since 1990
Director: Ron Roggow
4125 Roosevelt, Hemlock, MI 48626

8.

Tri–City Trail Riders
Member since 2003
Director: Steve Gradowski
1634 Hotchkiss Rd
Freeland MI 48623
nvrenuf@gmail.com

Mud, Sweat, and Gears
Member since 1987
Website: www.msg4x4club.com
Director: Tim Yocum
tim.yocum@koltanbar.com
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9.

Troll Fourwheelers
Member since 1993
Website: www.trolls4wdclub.com
7200 Bunker, Indian River, MI 49749
nephd@blazeconnect.net

10. What Lies Beyond
Member since 2007
Website: http://www.whatliesbeyond.org

UNITED FOUR WHEEL DRIVE
ASSOCIATION
of USA & Canada

Amanda Cottrell
UFWDA Administrative Officer
14525 SW Millikan Way #22622
Beaverton, OR 97005-2343
1–800–44–UFWDA
Fax: 317–729–5930
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Free Shipping for Members until Dec 31st!
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SoFO - Michigan
Is Proud to Host the Second Annual

SnoFari 2008!
February 1st – 3rd
Registration opens from November 15th to January 16th
A Great Lakes Four Wheel Drive Sanctioned Event
•
•
•
•

50 vehicle limit
Meet and greet Friday (possible night run)
Run and Dinner Saturday
Vehicle must pass Great Lakes
Sanctioning Vehicle Safety Requirements

Submit all registration forms to:
Kirk Matson
5692 Caren Dr.
Ypsilanti, MI 48197
Please make checks out to:
Soldiers of Fortune Offroad

Rooms are reserved at the Forwards Quality Inn in West Branch Michigan
Please detach this portion of the form and send to address below

SnoFari Apparel

Registration Necessities

T-shirts

Hooded Sweat-shirts

Name:_______________________________________
Address:_____________________________________
City/St./Zip:_________________________________
Phone Number:_____________________________
E-mail:_______________________________________
#Adults:_____ #Minors (11-17):______
GLFWDA#:_________________________________
Vehicle:______________________________________
Tire Size:____________________ Winch (Y/N)

(Please enter quantity next to shirt size)
S-XL $28.00 ___________________
XXL $30.00 ___________________
XXXL $30.00 ___________________

Adults - $45 Minors 17-10 - $17
Kids 10 and under are free!!

(Please enter quantity next to shirt size)
S-XL $18.00 ___________________
XXL $20.00 ___________________
XXXL $20.00 ___________________
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G r e a t L a k e s St o r e : C l o t h i n g , G e a r, a n d M o r e !
Order Online @ www.glfwda.org/store/

Winter Hats $15
Baseball Caps $ 1 2
Ta n k To p s $ 1 2
T- S h i r t s $ 1 2
Also available: Sweat-shirts,
Long Sleeved Shirts, and more!
Be sure to specify mens or womens and the size of clothing
when ordering. Most clothing sizes are available from
Medium up to 3XL.
Special Order items also available: Jackets, Hoodies, Etc... Custom Lettering
Available for most articles. Contact our vendor directly for custom orders @
www.feemb.net or contact the Store Manager for more information.
Store Manager
John Edwards
33370 Fairway Vista
Chesterfield, MI 48047
store@glfwda.org
Endangered Species
Stickers $3

4” or 6” GLFWDA Stickers $1
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Associate Member Directory

4WHEELPARTS Cleveland
10865 Brookpark Rd.
Parma, OH 44130
(216)267-6668 (216)267-5737
www.4wheelpartscleveland.com
CLE@4wheelparts.com
Contact: Sean “Chubby” Campbell
BDS Suspension
www.bds-suspension.com
102 S. Michigan Ave.
Coldwater, MI 49036
517-279-2139

ABC Home Services
Phone: 810-794-5678
Fax: 810-794-3288
Web: www.abcbees.com
Email: abcbees@comcast.net
Discounts: $10 off septic service

Jeeperz Creeperz
www.jeeperz–creeperz.com
1627 Eureka Rd., Wyandotte, MI 48192
734–281–8141 or Fax 734–281–2841
sales@jeeperz–creeperz.com
Contact: Kevin Bentz

Foxfire Farm Country Store and Floral Shop
Phone: 810-794-5108
Fax: 810-794-5678
Web: www.herbsandflowers.net
Email: dianekodet@hotmail.com
Discounts: We are still offering the Floral Rewards program for GLFWDA members.

Tellico4x4.com
www.tellico4x4.com
800-566-3646
256-757-5885
sales@tellico4x4.com

RBR Offroad Outfitters and Truck Accessories
5534 Dixie Highway
Waterford, MI 48329
248-623-3419
www.rbroffroad.com
rbroffroad@rbroffroad.com
Discounts: 10% GLFWDA Member Discount

Ultimate Air
www.ultimate–air.com
P.O. Box 0088, Allen Park, MI. 48101
313-595-5358
Contact: Brian Wysocki
sales@ultimate–air.com

Venture Off Road
9028 N. Tottenham Dr
Traverse City, MI 49684
269-998-5512
www.ventureoffroad.com
sales@ventureoffroad.com

Joint Clutch & Gear
baycity@jointclutchandgear.com
703 Marquette
Bay City, MI 48706
989-686-2924
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Tread Lightly “Tread Trainer” Program Comes to Traverse City
In November 2007 Tread Lightly came to Traverse City to provide a “Tread Trainer” program to train ambassadors
from different user groups in the Tread Lightly principles, ethic and presentation techniques. The one day
workshop featured a combination of group discussions, lectures, power point presentations, and interaction
among the participants to develop a stronger understanding of Tread Lightly and how to make formal presentations to school groups, media, and user groups, and in less formal settings along the trail. I was encouraged that
the program was designed to give us a basic set of tools, resources and presentation techniques that we were
encouraged to tailor to suit the needs of our audiences. For those of you that are unfamiliar with the basic principles of Tread Lightly, they can be condensed to stay on the trails, respect for other users, and leave it better than
you found it. Tread Lightly is geared primarily towards educating motorized and mechanized enthusiasts both on
land and on the water. Our session was attended by a wide variety of people, including two NFS forest protection
officers, one cycle enthusiast, four geo-cachers, one ATV user who had traveled from AZ to participate, and five
familiar GLFWDA faces – Pat Brower, Chris Biazza, Tim Tull, Jerry Dominowski and me. Tim Tull and his company,
Venture Off Road, were also our hosts for the day.
Prior to this session there were only two Tread Trainers in Michigan, which was why Tread Lightly chose to
include Michigan at this time. Tread Trainers are able to provide instruction and training to user groups and the
general public, and to generally serve as Tread lightly ambassador in the state. Only Tread Lightly staff or the
more advanced Tread Lightly Master Trainers are qualified to provide Tread trainer instruction, so if you are
interested in a training program like this you will need to be prepared to travel – their next scheduled session is in
March 2008 in Washington.
For more information, please visit Tread Lightly at www.treadlightly.org
Paul Hittie

By: Paul Hittie
Fall 2007 Trail Maintenance update
Our fall maintenance activities were much less intense than they were in the spring, but that is often the case. All of
the clubs reported back that they had covered all of their miles prior to the deadline without incident, and Paul M
and Melanie made the trip to Atlanta to make a final pass through the Atlanta miles that were not adopted by any of
our clubs. Our original plan was to reimburse the groups that participated in two installments, once in the spring
and once in the summer, after we received satisfactory feedback from our trail technician Paige Perry (DNR).
Unfortunately, a number of issues outside of the Association’s control piled up and messed up the plan – Paige’s
schedule, fires in the UP, and a tight State budget meant that most of our miles were not inspected until well after
the Labor Day weekend. As a result, checks to the participants were not issued until November 2007. Our paperwork that needs to accompany our request for payment from the DNR is nearly complete, and the Association
should receive payment in late 2007 or early 2008.
Late breaking news from the ORV Advisory Board meeting in November indicates that our grant payment per mile
will be increasing from $40 to $46 per mile for 2008, which is a welcome addition. My impression is that the new plan
for 2007 worked fairly well, relying on clubs and other groups of participants to provide the labor for trail maintenance, and the Association reimbursing them a portion of the Grant money as compensation. We will be reviewing
this plan over the winter with the participating clubs to see if we need to realign our efforts. Our trail maintenance
dates for 2008 have been added to the calendar on the website, and will be May 17-18 for the spring and July 26 for
the summer/fall.
If you have a club or other group that would like to participate in the 2008 trail maintenance program, if you would
like to help out as an individual, or if you would like to be on our e-mail distribution list, please send me an e-mail at
phittie1100@comcast.net. Thanks to the Tri City Trailriders, Soldier of Fortune Offroad, What Lies Beyond Jeep
Club, Paul Mulder, Melanie Rice, Pat Brower and his daughter, Bruce Menning, Tyler Simescu, Mark Burns and my
son Jonathon for their help this year!
Paul Hittie
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Trail Maintenance Update

Tread Lightly Program

By: Paul Hittie
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GLFWDA Quarterly Minutes

October 7, 2007
I.
II.
III.

Call to Order – 10:01am
Introduction of Executive Board
Approval of Minutes – Approval

IV.

President’s Report – There are plenty of topics to
be discussed, so my report is brief. Contact me for
clothing.

V.

Vice President’s Report – I am stepping down
because I wish to refocus my attention towards
Land Use/Trail Access.

VI.

Secretary’s Report – Staying away from Badminton
and am glad to re-up for another two years.

VII.

Treasurer’s Report – There was a large store
purchase, so the numbers will appear to be out of
whack. But, we are on track.

VIII.

Membership Secretary’s Report – Our current
membership is 294 members. 8 are associate
members. Keith is the newest Associate member.
Ultimate Air renewed. 30 members signed up
because of a thread.

IX.

Associate Membership Secretary’s Report –
keithshotrodshop is the newest Associate Member;
ABC Bees/Foxfire Farm Florist.

X.

Web Site Administrator’s Report – Kevin is adding
ideas as he gets them. There have been significant
changes to the website and forum.

XI.

Boondocker Editor’s Report – Last issues are in the
mail. Only a couple of returns and that is better
than previous mailings. The issues are great and
thank you for submitting your stories. Lucas was
presented an Award for Best Quarterly Publication
in the World. Also, Lucas was awarded Al Caverly
Award for Distinguished Contributions to the
Association.

XII.

Land Use Report - KOTARO
a. SOPA – Schedule of Proposed Actions. This
is a Quarterly Agenda for points to be addressed. We acquired 8.75 miles of trails that
were designated for closure.
b. M-37 Project – This is for Full Size users only.
This is currently a small project which should
get larger as the months go on.
c. Huron-Manistee 2006 Forest Plan Appeal –
The NFS will now differentiate between 4x4
routes/trails from the road system.
d. M Triangle – Tracks are getting entered and
we still need additional help to make sure we
cover every trail/mile afforded to us.
e. State Issues
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XV.

XVI.
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i. Advisory Board Meetings – Paul
Hittie has volunteered to assist in the
10-year plan.
ii. State Forest Plan Revision – It is ecosystem based. Areas will be ‘compartmentalized”.
iii.
25% New Trails Bill – Route
Proposal Project iv.
Drummond Island – The
ticket given at Marblehead for the
Jeep Jamboree has been rescinded,
because the group was operating
within the scope of the Permit.
f. County/Local Issues
i. Monitor Seasonal Road Closures
ii. The Mounds ORV Park (Rock Course
RFP) iii.
Kidds In The Mudd extreme
farm – No changes
iv.
Compilation of 4x4 user
spending data – Tailgate Report v. KOTARO – Being used to refine the
methods of data collection.
g. Two Trackers 10th Annual Forest Clean-Up –
April 19th 2008
Trail Maintenance – Dates have been decided.
a. Spring Dates – May 17th and 18th
b. Summer Date - July 26th
Elections
a. Vice President – Pat Brower Stepping Down.
Joe Jeep has been unanimously nominated as
Pat’s successor.
b. Recording Secretary – Jay Dolinski will
continue for 2 more years.
Old Business
a. Trail Ride Committee Chairman’s Vacancy –
Contact Skip and he will answer all questions
brought forward.
b. P.R. Committee Chairman – Ari and Jesse Adler
have been nominated and accept Co-Chair
posts.
i. Association Name Change – Not
conducive to the Meeting
ii. Promotional Material
1. Draft Brochure
2. Presentation Video – Send
pictures and video footage to
Death Dealer for this project.
iii.
Anything Else
c. Banners and Magnets – 5 banners were
purchased and are available for events.
New Business
a. Proposed Quarterly Meeting Dates
i. Winter 2008 to be held January 13th in
West Branch
ii. Winter 2008 Impromptu Trail Ride to
be Identified
iii.
Spring 2008 to be held April
20th in Mears (Silver Lake)
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iv.

b.

Spring 2008 Impromptu Trail Ride
will consist of participation in the Two
Trackers 10th Annual Forest Clean-Up
v. Summer 2008 to be held July 27th Location
TBD vi.
Summer 2008 Summer Trail
Maintenance
vii.
Fall 2008 to be held October 5th
Location TBD
viii.
Fall 2008 Adopt A Road Annual
Clean-Up (UFWDA) TBD
Upcoming Dates of Importance
i. KITM Toys for Tots Saturday, December
8th in Decatur
ii. Sno-Blind weekend of February 14, 15 +
16 in West Branch
iii.
SNO-FARI – Feb 2 & 3 2008
iv.
Jeep Blessing May 3rd 2008 in
Mesick
v. Speedfix Topless Cruise August 9th 2008
in Holland

have cut our administrative expenses as
far as we have. We had absorbed the
previous UFWDA dues increase without
passing it along to our members at a time
when membership was critically low.
Our PR budget is nil and we are the only
state-level organization representing
full-size users. The alternative is to cut
$1,000-$1,100 from our budget.
f.

XVII.

Tread Lightly Training – Motion put forth to have
Great Lakes 4wd Assoc. join Tread Lightly passed.

d.

UFWDA Convention Up-Date - 2008 will have a
dues fee of $25.
i. UFWDA Membership Dues Change –
They are going to have GLFWDA support
for at least one more year to see how the
BOD will operate/work. They are still the
only supporter of Full size rigs, and
GLFWDA has been a supporter for many
years.

e.

GLFWDA Membership Dues
i. Proposed Lifetime Dues – Discussion as
follows. The motion was passed.

Club Reports
a.

b.

XVIII.
c.

XIX.
XX.

Search for New Boondocker Editor – Lucas is
requesting help with the Boondocker.

SoFO – We ran some trails and request any help
for running additional trails and assistance from
members for the event.
Trolls – Thank you for participating in the Fall
Color Tour.

Associate Members Reports – Keith. Foxfire Farm
Florist will give discounts to all GLFWDA members
upon designation.
Members Discussion –
Adjourned – 1:00pm

WANTED!
GLFWDA is looking for someone who
can help us organize and archive
Association information via the creation of several databases.
Please contact the executive board if
you have skills in this area & would
like to help the association out.

a. Life Membership - $500 – Life Membership will be a one-time payment of $500
US. This will be an exclusive member
class and will include a Decal, GLFWDA
Polo shirt. Also a Boondocker subscription for life.
b. Ambassador Membership - $1,000 – This is
also a one-time payment, which will provide a Certificate. An Annual Report will be provided every year for
this class. They will get a decal, GLFWDA Jacket
inscribed with the Member’s name, with an inscription
denoting Ambassador member status. This also
provides a Boondocker subscription for life, as well as a
UFWDA membership for life.

Also, anyone with interest in becoming the new Boondocker Editor,
please email the Executive Board or
the current Editor.

ii. Proposed Dues Change – 2008 dues will
be $50. We have kept the fee increase as
minimal as possible to the member. We
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Why become a member?
In unity there is strength. Great Lakes Four Wheel Drive Association is dedicated to
upholding the rights of citizens, and the continued use of public lands. Public lands belong
to its citizens to RESPECT, to PROTECT, and to ENJOY. If you support these
principles, your membership will add your voice to the millions of other recreationists who
are striving to protect their rights and freedoms. GLFWDA believes, with firm conviction, in this
right and this trust. GLFWDA believes that citizens have the right of access and to enjoy these public lands, by
vehicle, as well as by other means. GLFWDA recognizes that citizens who use these lands, in return, have an obligation
to uphold the trust – to respect the land, and so conduct their activities that the public interests are protected. We invite
the cooperation of all in upholding the right of citizens to continued use of the public lands they jointly own.
We urge individual four-wheel enthusiasts to become members of Four-Wheel Drive Clubs, or to form new
clubs, and to affiliate with the Association. We invite the support and participation of related businesses as Supporting
Associate Members of GLFWDA.

○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○

GREAT LAKES FOUR WHEEL DRIVE ASSOCIATION
Individual Membership Application
Date: __________________
Name: _________________________________________________________
Address 1: ______________________________________________________
Address 2: ______________________________________________________
City:____________________________ State:_____ Zip:________________
4WD Vehicle:____________________________________________________
Phone Number:________________________________
Interests: Sand Drags _____ Mud Bogs _____ Trail Riding____ Rock Crawling _____ Camping____
Other 4WD Affiliations:___________________________________________________
Send your completed application for with your check for the $50 yearly individual dues made payable to “Great Lakes
Four Wheel Drive Association” to:
Bob DeVore
8390 Cappy Lane
Swartz Creek, Michigan 48473
membershipsecretary@glfwda.org
scmidad@aol.com
Since membership entitles you to receive the “Boondocker” newsletter, please include your full mailing address.
DON’T FORGET to Check Out the Great Lakes Store at: http://www.glfwda.org/store/ and the order form in this issue!
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Great Lakes Four Wheel Drive Assoc.
c/o Lucas Gottler
34448 Jerome
Chesterfield, MI 48047

DATED MATERIAL DO NOT DELAY
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