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Great Lakes Four Wheel Drive Association
Great Lakes Four Wheel Drive Association Incorporated is a noncommercial association of four wheel drive
enthusiasts organized for the promotion of interest in maintaining closer contact between four wheel drive clubs and
individuals, to promote cooperation, friendship, conservation, ecology, and to preserve access to public lands through
wise management policies. It shall also provide a network
of communication in the event of disasters or emergencies,
and for the advancement of four wheel drive awareness,
the representation of four wheel drive interests in legislative affairs, and for maintenance of fraternalism by encouraging a high standard of conduct.
GLFWDA is an incorporated association, without capital stock, chartered under the laws of the State of Michigan, and is an exempt organization under Section 501(c)(7)
of the Internal Revenue Service Code of 1986. Its affairs
are governed by the Executive Board of Directors, whose
voting members are elected every two years by the Directors of each member club. The officers are elected or appointed by the Directors. The Association is noncommercial, and no one who could gain financially from the shaping of its affairs is eligible for membership on the Executive
Board.
A bona fide interest in four wheeling is the only essential qualification of membership; ownership of a four wheel
drive vehicle is not a prerequisite. Membership is granted
to anyone within the United States and Canada.
Membership Inquires should be directed to the Membership Secretary. Inquires of a general nature should be
addressed to the Corresponding Secretary or a member
of the Executive Board. Articles for publication should be
sent to the Boondocker Editor.
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Mark Burns
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Vice President
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Membership Secretary
Bob DeVore
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Swartz Creek, MI 48473
membershipsecretary@glfwda.org
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Office Manager
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Boondocker Submissions
Please note that any submission for the next Boondocker
should be made before February 14, 2007 and be sent
preferably via email to the Editor at editor@glfwda.org

Stories and articles are submitted from various Association
Members. The views and opinions expressed in the stories and
articles within are solely those of the individual, or individuals
who submitted said stories or articles. Great Lakes Four Wheel
Drive Association neither advocates, endorses, nor recommends
any of the said views or opinions.

You can send anything you feel is relevant. Pictures, articles,
event dates, or even an entire article with pictures! Before
you unpack from a trip, write up a story and send it in!
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Capital Crawling
By Ari B. Adler

Election Day 2006 will long be remembered as a startling one for many people across the country and in
Michigan. Perhaps startling isn’t the right term, because, after all, many folks should have seen what was coming.
The change in leadership in the U.S. House and Senate from Republican to Democrat was talked about for
weeks. The change of majority in the Michigan House of Representatives from Republican to Democrat was not
foreseen, but wasn’t necessarily that surprising.
There was what some have described as a liberal tsunami that swept the country. Many state legislatures
changed hands and many conservative ballot proposals were defeated. In Michigan, we bucked the trend in a
number of ways, the most interesting of which is that the Senate remains with a Republican majority. This is
interesting because the House went Democratic and the voters retained a Democratic governor. The Democrats
also swept the boards of every university with elected trustees or regents. And they made huge gains on local
boards such as county commissions.
Despite all of those changes, voters decided to keep state government in a split-power situation. A new dynamic
will emerge come January when you have a Republican Senate and a Democratic House with a Democratic
governor. It will mean the need to compromise will be that much greater in order to get things done. Senate
Majority Leader Ken Sikkema has noted that the next two years could usher in a spirit of bipartisan cooperation the likes of which this state hasn’t seen in four years. Of course, he also noted it could mean everything
grinds to a halt as we enter into a stifling two years of political gridlock.
The first question every elected state official will need to ask themselves is whether they would rather find a way
to strangle the other party and, in their minds, move themselves forward, or find a way to work together and
move Michigan forward. If you have an opportunity to speak with an elected representative or senator, you
might remind them that they are elected to make something happen for the state, not for their party.
The next two years will be interesting in Michigan not just because of the House changing hands politically. We
also will have all new people in three of the four legislative leadership positions, and possibly in the fourth as
well.
Sen. Sikkema is term-limited and could not run for re-election. That means that a new Senate majority leader
must be elected by the Republican caucus. Senate Minority Leader Bob Emerson also was term-limited, which
means the Senate Democratic Caucus will have a new leader as well. In the House, the Democrats will be
electing the Speaker of the House and it cannot be the person who has been their leader because she, too, is
term-limited. The only leader with a shot at remaining in leadership is Speaker Craig DeRoche. Logically, one
could assume that he would simply become the House Minority Leader when the Democrats take control of
that chamber in January. But there have been rumblings of other folks wanting that spot and, given that DeRoche
just oversaw the loss of majority for the House Republicans, he’s probably not in a great position to retain his
leadership spot.
This can all get pretty confusing, but here’s the basic layout of the folks who make the laws after the Nov. 7
elections:
Continued on page 7
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CALENDAR OF EVENTS
January 12-13, 2007
2007 GLFWDA Quarterly Meetings

SnoFari
SoFO Club
West Branch, MI
Register for the event online or in this issue.

January 14
April 22
July 15
October 7

West Branch
Mears (Silver Lake)
Mears (Silver Lake)
Indian River

January 14, 2007
ORV Advisory Board Meetings 2006

GLFWDA Quarterly Meeting 9am
Quality Inn
West Branch, MI

Visit www.michigan.gov/dnr for details

Many members are anticipating a ride on Saturday
with the SoFO club. For this reason, GL will not
have a meet n’ wheel before the meeting. Register in
this issue or online with SoFO for their event
taking place that same weekend. Please keep an eye
out on our website for updates as the time gets
closer.

For last minute changes to events or for additional
event information, visit the Great Lakes Four
Wheel Drive Associations web site:
www.GLFWDA.org
If your club wants to put a date on the Boondocker
Calendar, just email the date with a description of
the event and contact information to:
Boondocker Editor

May 19, 2007
Tri-City Trailriders Road Rally
Freeland, MI
Registration in this issue

Ask Maria 3

Q1: What size rims should I get?
A1: Well, good question. I’m running 6’s on my ride right now and I can feel the
sidewalk cracks quite a bit. If I could do it again, I’d be on some 4’s. That would
give me a bit more sidewall flex and reduce the shock distributed up to my seat.
Q2: My engine is leaking from somewhere, but I can’t seem to figure out where
it is coming from.
A2: I know how you feel. I wouldn’t worry too much, it doesn’t stain that bad if
you clean it quick. If its not my mouth, its my nose and if its not that then, well,
you can imagine where that might be. I’d just surround it with absorbant items
and wait it out, it can’t leak forever!
Q3: I have this water leaking on my truck’s floor whenever its cold. Any ideas
where it’s coming from?
A3: Don’t be shy, I admit to it myself! I find cold air does it for me. Can’t help it
really, its just that a bit of freedom really brings on that urge. Best times are on
someone, right in between changes, get their hands!
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SoFO Michigan
Is Proud to Host the First Annual

SnoF
ar
SnoFar
arii 2007!
January 12th – 13th
Registration open from November 1st to December 1st
A Great Lakes Four Wheel Drive Sanctioned Event
•
•
•
•
•

40 vehicle limit

Submit all registration and

Meet and greet Friday
Trail Ride Saturday
Vehicle must pass Great Lakes
Sanctioning Vehicle Safety Requirements
Hotel room discount available at
Quality Inn in West Branch

payment to:
Jim Roy
31026 W. Chicago
Livonia MI, 48150
Make checks payable to:
Soldiers of Fortune Offroad

Please detach this portion of the form and send to address above

SnoFari Apparel

Registration Necessities

T-Shirts

Name:_______________________________________
Address:_____________________________________
City/St./Zip:_________________________________
Phone Number:_____________________________
E-mail:_______________________________________
#Adults:_____ #Minors (17-11):______
GLFWDA#:_________________________________

(please enter quantity next to shirt size)
S-XL $18.00 ___________________
XXL $20.00 ___________________
XXXL $20.00 ___________________

Vehicle:______________________________________

Hoodies
(please enter quantity next to shirt size)
S-XL $28.00 ___________________
XXL $30.00 ___________________
XXXL $30.00 ___________________

Tire Size:____________________ Winch (Y/N)__

Prices
Adults - $40
Minors 17-11 - $10
Kids 10 and under are free!!
Non-GLFWDA Additional $35
GLFWDA Membership fee
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Continued from page 4
Gov. Jennifer Granholm, a Democrat, was elected to a
second term, which must be her last under the Michigan
constitution. As a lame-duck governor, she could have
more freedom to make politically tough decisions and
not worry about repercussions. However, she will want
to be careful not to upset people too much because the
Democrats will want to have another of their people
elected to that position in four years.

)TkS A *EEP 4HING
Grand Cherokee WK
4” System

The Michigan House of Representatives will be controlled by the Democrats starting in January. They will
have a 58-52 majority and it only requires 56 votes for
those items requiring a simple majority to pass. They
will be electing a speaker of the House who, at most,
will have four years of legislative experience under their
belt. They could try to strangle the Republicans who,
for the past few years, have been playing hardball with
the Democrats. However, the election is just two short
years away and if they are seen as the reason for
gridlock, the voters may not let them stay in the majority.

Grand Cherokee XJ
6.5” Long Arm

The Michigan Senate remains controlled by the Republicans. They will have a 21-17 majority, and it only
requires 20 votes for those items requiring a simple
majority to pass. They will be electing a majority leader
who will have more years of legislative experience
because the three candidates all served in the House for
several years before running for the Senate. Still, the
new majority leader will be facing an interesting dynamic of split legislative power that they have not
experienced for most of their time in office. And that
new leader will have to walk a fine line between protecting conservative philosophies and becoming the
roadblock to progress to which voters don’t take
kindly.

Grand Cherokee ZJ
6.5” Long Arm

As mentioned earlier, in two short years, the House is
up for re-election, and your TV viewing will once again
be peppered with campaign ads. Oh, and don’t forget
the presidential election of 2008 both unofficially kicked
off on Nov. 8.
There’s an old Chinese curse that goes, “May you live
in interesting times.” Get ready Michigan, because
interesting times are here.
For more information call 517-279-2135
or visit www.bds-suspension.com
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The 6th Annual Drummond
Off-Road Adventure
Presented by Mud, Sweat and Gears

Story and Pics: Bob (Jarhead)
DeVore

Story: Bruce Rettig
Pics: Jim LaVallee, Bruce
Rettig Jr, and Bruce Rettig

I received two great writeups from Great Lakes
members attending DOA 2006 for this issue. First
up will be Bob DeVore’s experience and then
Bruce Rettig’s writeup from DOA ‘06! So, read
on and plan to register for Mud, Sweat and Gears
7th Annual event next year!
8
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DOA 2006

POV: Bob DeVore
“Jarhead”

This year marked the 6th Annual
Drummond Island Off-Road Adventure (D.O.A.).
This was my second Off-Road Adventure at
Drummond Island and my second Off-Road event
with Mud, Sweat and Gears. So, before I do
anything else I want to personally thank anyone
and everyone who had anything to do with this
year’s event. I realize with the ever changing
climate (referring to the DNR and Politics in
general), that putting on an event can be very
costly both in time and money; my hat is off to all
those that played a part in making this weekend a
success.

all turned on our headlights as we headed down Tim’s Trail to
honor Tim and his memory. From Tim’s Trail we found
ourselves at the “Tight Twisties” again this year. We could
have spent both days at the Turtle Ridge Off-Road Park if we
had wanted, but opted for the scenic trail ride. For the more
adventuresome, they did wheel Turtle Ridge both days under
the guidance of MSG Trail Leaders; well at least those
vehicles that were able to survive the punishing terrain available within the Off-Road Park.

After attending last year’s event, my wife and I have
anxiously awaited this year’s event. We traveled many of
the same trails as last year. We visited the inlet where
boards from a ship wrecked pirate ship lie in the waters.
Visited Marblehead; Marblehead is a 150-foot vertical cliff
face overlooking Lake Huron on the east shore of the
island. We ran Tim’s Trail, which is named in memory of a
Mud, Sweat and Gears Member who passed away and we
9
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It was amazing to see the stream of water running
down the entrance road where just minutes before
we were kicking up dust.
To bring the weekend to a close, we again had a
wonderful closing dinner served by The Drummond
Island Lions Club. MSG made the dinner even
more special by arranging to have the power cut to
the island and serving dinner by candlelight and
flashlight, how romantic can they get. As we
finished dinner, the power was restored and members of the Mud, Sweat and Gears 4X4 Club
hosted the Awards Ceremony and passed out door
prizes. You had to be there to see the door prizes.
All in all, all I can say is I cannot wait till next year.

Drummond had experienced little rain this year and therefore the trails provided little challenge as we traveled
through the woods. Some may not care for this type of
wheeling, but as I looked upon the faces I remembered
from last year’s event, everyone was having a great time
again this year. As I surveyed the faces, I thought I saw a
couple of ninjas within the wheelers, but I can’t be certain.
It may have just been the strain on my eyes from my earto-ear grin.
As we headed into the Turtle Ridge Off-Road Park,
kicking up dust as we went, my wife and I looked about
the vehicle to ensure everything was fastened down as we
remembered from last year that the going was about to
become a great deal different. Just as we headed down
the first trail Mother Nature decided to open up the skies
and reduce visibility to less than a few feet. Now when
you are driving a vehicle as wide as mine; a few feet
doesn’t even give you visibility to see out the other side of
the vehicle much less over the edge of the hood. It was
kind of like driving blinded…Whew! We all managed to
move this way and that and found ourselves back in the
grass parking lot and then on the road out of Turtle Ridge.

POV: Bob DeVore
“Jarhead”
DOA 2006
10
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TRI-CITY TRAILRIDERS
2ND ANNUAL ROAD RALLY
DATE:
TIME:
LOCATION:

May 19, 2007
6:00 PM
Freeland High School
8250 Webster
Freeland, MI 48623

***REGISTER EARLY….THIS EVENT IS LIMITED TO ONLY 15 VEHICLES***
Your four-wheel drive vehicle will not be required to participate in this event. You may use the grocery getter and may have from 2 up to a maximum of 4 people in the vehicle.
Your registration will include loads of fun & hors d’oeuvres at the final top-secret destination.
ITEMS REQUIRED TO PARTICIPATE IN THE EVENT:
Full tank of gas
GPS
Compass
Raincoat or Poncho
Notepad (paper)
Clipboard
Calculator
Umbrella
Wet Ones or Wipes
Lifejacket
Duct Tape
Towel
First Aid Kit
$5.00 in cash
1 non-perishable food item per person for a local food bank

Digital Camera
Pencil
Dictionary
Flashlight
Bathing Suit
Crayons

Even though we are a family-base club, you must be at least 21 years old to participate in this event.
Confirmation via E-mail will be given upon our receipt of your registration. Sorry, NO REFUNDS

REGISTRATION – Deadline is Friday, May 11, 2007
Name: __________________________ Address: ________________________________________
City: ______________________ State: ______ Zip: __________Phone#: __________________
E-mail: _______________________________________
Entry fee: $15.00/person x _______ = $_________
Please make checks payable to: Tri-City Trailriders
Please mail completed registration with full payment to:
11
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= $_________

The Boondocker

www.glfwda.org

DOA 2006

POV: Bruce Rettig

Tales of D.O.A. 2006
By Bruce (GreyBeard) Rettig

4 corners. I’ve eaten there before and you’ll like it.” We
waited for the 9:30 ferry, hungry, with sandwiches safely in
the coolers.

Three guys and two Jeeps. Although the three of us had all
been to the island before, none of us had ever been to a
Drummond Off-Road Adventure (DOA) and neither had the
Jeeps. As a matter of fact the Jeeps hadn’t been much of
anywhere. They were both brand new 2007 Wranglers that
were still short of their first oil change. Jim’s was a two door
with a soft top and mine was a four door with the removable
hard top. The three
guys are Jim
(RubiYooper) LaVallee,
my son Bruce, and
yours truly.

The ferry came, we were directed on, and the ferry lumbered across the channel to Drummond Island and the
excitement of our first D.O.A. We rolled off the ferry and
headed toward the four corners. Anyone who has been to
Drummond knows about the four corners. It is the intersec-

We pulled into the gas
station in DeTour on
Thursday evening. We
picked up some
sandwiches to toss in
the cooler, just in case
we had trouble getting
some on the island
before the Friday trail
ride. We were hungry
and getting tired after
the drive up from the
Motor City. We
hustled on down to the
ferry dock, got in line,
and I ran in to the
FogCutter Bar &
Restaurant with a
mission in mind. “What do you have that will feed three men
before the next ferry runs?” I asked. This was right around
9:00 pm. “Sorry” they said, “we closed the kitchen early
because business was so slow today.” Darn!
I headed out and gave the other two the disappointing news.
“Not to worry” my son replied, “There is a restaurant right by
12

tion on the island with a four way stop and a four-way
flasher; the most sophisticated traffic control on the island.
As we got closer to the flasher, my son pointed out the
restaurant on the right: “Northwood Bar and Restaurant”.
We pull in and I thought – Gee, not very many cars. Not
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POV: Bruce Rettig DOA 2006

very brightly lit either. The hours posted by the door said
that they were open until 10 PM, and sure enough, a
quick look at the clock said it was exactly 10 PM. A
quick conference, and we decided to head on toward our
reservations at Woodmoor Lodge. There was bound to
be something between here and there for dinner. Somebody needed to remind us that this is not metropolitan
Detroit. The Island
reminded us soon
enough. We checked
into our room, and held
another quick conference. We could head
back just beyond the
four corners, to the big
brightly lit gas station
and probably find
something to eat, or we
could just wait and hit
the Bear Track Inn for breakfast, first thing in
the morning. We opted to wait for breakfast.

our admission
to the park
was covered in
our D.O.A.
registration. If
you are looking
for some rock
and challenging obstacles in Michigan, this is the place.
There are rock piles, loose rocks, embedded rocks, hills with
rocks, and rock ridges.
Rae Burns of MSG was at the signup asking about available
open seats. She had brought two young ladies along for the
DOA experience. Rae had gotten doctors orders just before
the trip saying that she could not go on the trails.
She brought the girls up anyway, and was looking
for open seats for them. Since we had plenty of
room in the Unlimited, we offered and they rode
with us the first day.
Our trail guide led us over to Turtle Ridge with his
knarly buggy. I’m sorry but I don’t remember his
name. He explained how Steve Walker had been

You can get some hearty breakfasts at the Bear
Track, and we devoured some French toast
and a couple of omelets. The DOA registration and trail signup was well run and well
organized; as was everything that MSG did
that weekend.
We opted for Turtle Ridge on Friday and
Marble Head on Saturday with an evening run
in between. Turtle Ridge is a private “pay to
play” off-road park on Drummond Island, and
13
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The long wheelbase of the
new Wrangler Unlimited
did provide some specific
difficulties because of the
reduced break over angle.
It could not make it over
some of the sharper
ridges that the shorter
vehicles were able to
negotiate. This was the first of a
few minor shortcomings with the
vehicle.

one of the driving forces behind Turtle Ridge park and
how he had done so much of the trail layout as well as
the actual construction. We followed our leader as he
traced out the trails. This way and that, criss crossing
through the woods, up and down hills, and around, over,

If the vehicle had a couple of
inches of lift and some slightly
larger tires, it would have been
much more capable on those type
of challenges. Overall, the
Rubicon package on the new Jeep
worked great, especially the
remote sway bar disconnect. Just
push a button on the dash and wait
for the indicator light. To connect
it back up,
push the
button and
wait for the
light. We are
getting so
spoiled, it is
unbelievable.

and through the rocks, stumps, and roots.
We even crawled through the intimidating
pile of sharp rocks near the entrance.
There were multiple small ridges that we
took turns climbing over, or at least trying
to. On one of the climbs over a small
ridge, Jamie Grabowski put on quite a show for the rest of
us as he put the front wheels of his Rubicon skyward. I’m
sure I was not the only one who wondered if he was going
over backwards, but he came back to earth just fine.

www.glfwda.org

My second
little problem
came to my attention over the radio. “Hey GreyBeard. It
looks like you’re dragging something under the Jeep.” I
stopped to take a look. I expected to see a branch or maybe
a clump of weeds. What I saw was a rectangular plastic
element about half the size of a bread box. One end of it was
lying on the ground, and the other end was up in the air,
14
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GLFWDA Club Listing &
Contact Info

1. Flintstones
Member since 1975
Director: Rich Nowak
1339 S. Vasser, Davison, MI 48423
2. Golden Triangle
Member since 1978
Director: Darrin Buss
13155 Waters, Chelsea, MI 48118

4. Mid–Michigan Fourwheelers
Member since 1990
Director: Ron Roggow
4125 Roosevelt, Hemlock, MI 48626

3. Jackson Stump Jumpers
Member since 1972
Director: Brad Perkins
5614 Larch, Jackson, MI 49201
jacksonstumpjumpers@hotmail.com

5. Mud, Sweat, and Gears
Member since 1987
Website: www.msg4x4club.com
Director: Tim Yocum
tim.yocum@koltanbar.com
6. R.P.M. Off Road
Member since 2002
Director: Steve Kitchen
P.O. Box 347, Evart, MI 49631
7. SoFO – Michigan
Member since 2005
Contact: Jim Roy – Club Secretary
31026 West Chicago
Livonia, MI 48150
sofomich@gmail.com
8. Tri–City Trail Riders
Member since 2003
Director: Steve Gradowski
1634 Hotchkiss Rd
Freeland MI 48623
nvrenuf@gmail.com
9. Troll Fourwheelers
Member since 1993
Website: www.trolls4wdclub.com
7200 Bunker, Indian River, MI 49749
nephd@blazeconnect.net

For contact information changes,
please email the Editor at:
editor@glfwda.org
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suspended by some sort of cable from
the underside of my vehicle. After a
minute on my back in the dirt, I came
up with the charcoal vapor canister and
tossed it in the back, behind the rear
seat. Some borrowed bolts and a little
electrical tape plugged the two open
hoses from the fuel system, and we
were back on the trail.

www.glfwda.org

My third little problem with the new
Unlimited came when I pushed gently
over some remnant of a small tree in
the middle of the trail. It hung me up.
I backed up slowly and easily to take
a different line. While backing, I
heard something at the front dragging. It sounded like I had gotten
part of a cardboard box stuck under
the vehicle. When we checked on it,
the plastic piece under the front
bumper had pulled loose at the bottom and was now in
continuous contact with the ground. I don’t know if this is
called an appearance panel, fascia, or whatever. I had
wondered if this would make it through the weekend, since
it looked a bit flimsy and vulnerable to start with. Jim had
actually removed his at home before the trip, but I decided
to see how the vehicle would do in its full factory dress. I
got down to see about removing it. I had found the fasteners that were still holding it at the top edge. Before I could
get a screwdriver to remove the fasteners, Jim had grabbed
the flopping piece of plastic and given it a couple of yanks
and off it came. It looked like some sort of new design for

16

The Boondocker

POV: Bruce Rettig

www.glfwda.org

DOA 2006

The rock rails have a couple of good scrapes on
them. These rock rails are MUCH more substantial
than on the previous Rubicons. The skid plates and
the transmission cross member definitely showed the
result of the terrain. These are apparently lighter duty
than previous Rubicons and good candidates for some
aftermarket replacement parts. Maybe the additional
steel in the rock rails came from the skid plates and
cross member.

a two-man snow sled. That’s one big piece of plastic. I
tossed it in the back with its friend from under the Jeep.
The new Unlimited is fantastic. Plenty of room for
passengers, off-road gear, luggage, and the parts that fall
off. The loose rocks, the rock ridges, and the boulders
we crawled over did leave their mark on the Rubicon.

The lower portion of Turtle ridge had more trees, tight
spots, and some slicker surfaces. That resulted in the
only time I was on a strap for the weekend.
Like almost everyone else, we chose the fish fry at
Chuck’s Place for Friday night dinner. After dinner was
the evening run. It is amazing how different an experience it is to travel the trails after dark. There were
some tight spots between the trees, as one of the full
size vehicles can attest.

17
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steps. Each and every one of those female wheelers
did a wonderful job.
Not everyone knows that on the North side of Marble
Head, there are some foot trails that take you back to
some paths where you can climb down to the beach.
This is a large long rocky beach. Someone before us
had been good enough to stack up some stones to
make a couple of markers that were very useful in
finding the trail to climb back up.
Saturday we took the lighter, more scenic ride to Marble
Head. What is Marble Head? It is a large stone plateau
that sits fifty feet or more above Lake Huron. There is
plenty of room for more than twenty vehicles and a beautiful
unobstructed view of the lake. There is even a rough hewn
picnic table near the edge so you can be comfortable while
you munch your lunch. The view is half the draw of Marble
Head. The other half is the stair steps down the rocks to
the surface of the plateau.
All first timers to the site are
impressed with the steps as
their spotter helps them
slowly and carefully get
down to the bottom. Then
they are REALLY impressed
when they find that the only
way out is the way they
came in, and they have to
climb UP the steps.

We were the only vehicle to make two passes climbing up the
steps. It was justified because we were evaluating the 4
Door Unlimited and its capabilities. Two different drivers,
two different paths up, and two successes. Actually, the
vehicle almost seemed to be happier with the tougher route
up. The sway bar disconnect helped the articulation. The
only problem was at the end of the climb. The long wheelbase and the limited breakover angle made it difficult to clear

Our trail leader today was
Don (Woody) Megie. I
liked the way Don handled
the group. When we got to
the steps, he announced that
if there was a lady in your
vehicle, the lady would have
to take the vehicle down the
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Contact: Pat Kinne
store@glfwda.org
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the top of the climb unless you kept up some
momentum. A little hand assistance was in
order at one point, and produced success.
The convoy snaked its way over to Shale
Beach and along some nicely rutted tracks
before getting back to a paved road. One thing
that added a good bit of interest was the
thunderstorm that came through and provided
plenty of water to splash through along the way.
One more disconcerting message came in over
the radio. It would appear that I had a broken
shock on the rear. Sure enough, the left rear
shock had snapped the shaft near the upper
mount, and it was pointing directly back behind
me. It really is amazing how well you can get
along with one non-functional shock, when the
rest of the suspension is working properly.
Taking stock of things before heading over to the banquet, I
had dropped the charcoal canister, ripped off the plastic
snow sled under the front bumper, ripped off a drive shaft
boot, pushed in some of the plastic facing on the front
bumper, and broken a shock. It turns out I had bent the
steering stabilizer, too.
The post-run banquet was put on by the local Lions club, at
the town hall. We arrived to find quite a spread of door
prizes arranged on tables in a dark hall. The same thunder-

storms that had made for an interesting drive had also taken
out power to part of the island. This didn’t seem to phase the
Lions or the organizers. They were prepared for anything. It
was also lucky that the food had actually been cooked by the
time the lights went out.
During dinner, the light even came back on. Then things got
even better as raffle winnings, door prizes, and trail awards
were handed out. The prizes were terrific, and I ended up
with some gift certificates to DTS (Drive Train Specialists),
that I plan to use very soon.
But I must my highlight for the trip
was the awards ceremony. I was
presented with the D.O.A. Organ
Donor award because my brand
new Rubicon lost more parts along
the trail than anybody else on the
run.

DOA 2006

POV: Bruce Rettig
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Gitchee Gumee 2006

Story & Pics: Bob DeVore
Jarhead

I have heard the talk for some time,
but after I watched the video of Gitchee
Gumee 2005, I was hooked; I just had to
go. Gitchee Gumee is considered the
Mecca of Off-Road Events closest to
Michigan. As plans were being made for
this year’s event at a Trail Ride Committee Meeting my excitement continued to
build. It was decided at the meeting that I

would be a Trail Leader for the “Stocker” Group. In
years past, the majority of the vehicles were on 33’s,
with one or two lockers and a winch. Even these few
modifications separated the “Stockers” from those
vehicles that would normally attend. So the challenge
was on to see what we could find in the Canadian
Wilderness for the “Stockers”.
Several of us went up for a Long Labor Day Weekend to scout trails of varying degrees. I had never
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Associate Member Directory
Ann Arbor Driveshaft
572 S. Mansfield
Ypsilanti, MI 48197
734-484-5310
10% off for GLFWDA members

Jeeperz Creeperz
www.jeeperz–creeperz.com
1627 Eureka Rd., Wyandotte, MI 48192
734–281–8141 or Fax 734–281–2841
sales@jeeperz–creeperz.com
Contact: Kevin Bentz

Tellico4x4.com
www.tellico4x4.com
800-566-3646
256-757-5885
sales@tellico4x4.com

Ultimate Air
www.ultimate–air.com
P.O. Box 0088, Allen Park, MI. 48101
313-595-5358
Contact: Brian Wysocki
sales@ultimate–air.com

BDS Suspension
www.bds-suspension.com
102 S. Michigan Ave.
Coldwater, MI 49036
517-279-2139
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vide two days of challenge to the “Stockers” without
overdoing, or under doing their vehicles abilities. I
left Canada after the Labor Day Weekend confident
we had selected just what I was looking for.
As I returned to Canada for the Gitchee Gumee Event
is was difficult to contain my excitement. As I arrived
it was obvious a few things had changed since our
last weekend here, due to rainfall. I took out three
vehicles with me the day before the event to quickly
re-scout the trails we had selected previously. More
than one member of the group commented more than
once, “This is no Stocker Trail!” To which I replied
each time, “It is in Canada.” The biggest difference
been to this area, so the added pressure of learning between this scouting trip and our previous trip when
the area in addition to finding suitable trails for a week- the trails were selected is the degree of mud that expoend event led to whole lot of wheeling. I bought maps, I nentially appeared everywhere.
borrowed maps, I traced this and that, clocked mileage
from here to there and worked feverishly to get comfort- The first day of this year’s event, we woke to a cool
able with the area and the trails. My goal was to pro- Canadian morning and my anxious excitement hidden

www.glfwda.org

The Boondocker

M-F 10am-7pm
Sat 10am-3pm
Closed Sunday

1627 Eureka Rd
Wyandotte, MI 48192
734-281-8141
888-281-0681
FAX: 734-281-2841
www.jeeperz-creeperz.com
sales@jeeperz-creeperz.com

Light Kits Starting at $160
Synthetic Winch Rope
5/16” x 100 foot with soft eye…………….…$150
5/16” x 100 foot with hook……………….…$160
Many more applications available!

CALL FOR PRICING!
TJ/XJ/ZJ Lower Control Arm Brackets…$43.99

Weld-On D-Ring Tabs…$7.50 each
We also offer a complete line of Jeep replacement parts and accessories plus a full
line of performance parts and accessories.
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behind my smile. As drivers finished selecting the Trails
of Choice we had a Drivers Meeting to discuss the
day’s business. We then went to the Field to line up for
our intended runs. As I counted heads, I surveyed the
make-up of vehicles that were going with me this first
day. The “Stockers” consisted of several variations,
everything from a bone stock (with rear locker)
Chevrolet Full Size Pickup Truck to a CJ7 with Dynatrac
Prorock 60s, 488 gears, ARB lockers front and rear on
37’s. Our first day on the Trail was 34 miles from the
Blueberry Campground, so we loaded
up and headed for the trail. The drive
was very scenic as we weaved our way
through the mountainside roads, viewing
the fall color palates that lay before us.
As we arrived at the trailhead we wound
up and over small rocks and navigated
through the trees. The trail proved to be
just about right for all as we wound our
way through forest. With a spotter here
and there we continued on. We did have
to do a little winch work to get Signman
up one very muddy hill. But, ShoBoy
needed the winch twice on the same hill,
so I guess Signman wasn’t doing to bad.
Actually, we think ShoBoy purposely slid
backwards down the hill so he could use
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his winch, which had never been used before on a Jeep
with open diff’s front and back. ShoBoy even has a
little red on his beard from the excitement of using his
winch. We stopped at a beautiful spot overlooking the
Goulais River. We did a little more exploring and than
did a bit of hill climbing which was as much fun to watch
as it was to climb the hill. As we headed back to the
campground I was breathing a sigh of relief that we had
gotten everyone through the trails unscathed when a,

WWW.ULTIMATE-AIR.COM

“Your Ultimate Source for Onboard Air”
10% Discount for GLFWDA Members!
!
!
!
!
!

Inflate tires FAST!
Run air tools for fast trail repairs!
Easily and safely reseat the bead on your tire!
Operate your air lockers with our NEW Air Locker Kit!
Replace your electronically activated air locker switch with
our NEW all mechanical selector valve! The best on the market!

313.595.5358
info@ultimate-air.com
Support those who support our sport!!
Available in Iron Orange, Black and Brushed
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visit when the sun is shinning.
As we headed out, doing a
little playing here and there, our
Ninja Jeep managed to break
the yoke again. OOPS! I didn’t
say Ninja Jeep; what I mean
was it was reported the vehicle
in question was being driven by
a Ninja (you’ll have to decide).
Even with the breakage the
group was able to visit the Canadian Carver and the
Chippewa Falls before returning to the campground where
we got to wash our vehicles in
the rain in preparation of returning to Michigan the following
day.

Continued from page 26
“Hold On” came over the CB Radio. One of
our members managed to break a rear yoke
as we were traveling back on the dirt road.
It was said, that the vehicle in question was
being driven by a Ninja, but I can neither
confirm nor deny the Ninja sighting. As repairs were under way, I learned we had another incident after we left the trails with a
big unseen rock and the underside of a
pickup box fender (go figure, both incidents
were after we left the trails).
Due to events that took place during the day,
this first day, the trail leaders got together
at the campground to discuss the day’s
events and make changes for tomorrows
trail rides. During the meeting, I opted to switch trails
and take another scenic approach the second day to
allow a few vehicles that would have had to sit in camp
if we couldn’t make accommodations. So the “Stocker”
Group increased in size and headed for the
Batchawana Mountain top. As we arrived at the
mountaintop you could reach out your window and
touch the clouds. It was kind of cool to touch the clouds,
but we hoping for the reportedly spectacular 360-degree view from the mountaintop. I’ll keep Batchawana
Mountain on my things to do list and come back to

I have left a great deal of what happened at this years
event out; the various level of trails available, the bonfire conversations, the camaraderie, the carnage, the
breakfast burritos, the hot dog dinner, the awarding of
the coveted Gitchee Gumee hats, the raffling of the
Stuck Sticks and much, much more. This was my first
time at Gitchee Gumee and my first time as a Trail
Leader since joining GLFWDA 1 ½ ago, so I will leave
those stories for someone else to tell or for you to enjoy first hand by registering for the next Gitchee Gumee.
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seconded to accept the Treasurer’s report. Report accepted.
Web site administrator Tim Strader reported that Web site
suffered an attack. Eleven 4WD web sites nationally were
attacked at the same time. TS reported he’s done all he
can with the software company and the host to try to
prevent this from happening again. TS has been aggressively marketing the site. GLFWDA.org is now # 3 on
Google and #15 on Yahoo. TS noted that there are access
changes for nonmembers. They can see many of the
forums but cannot access them without being members. He
also de-nested the forums. TS reported that bandwidth
limits and hard drive space are in good shape. VP JM
noted that we were in the running for the UFWDA web
site of the year; we received an honorable mention.

Call to order by President Mark Burns at 09:13. Attendance: 26.
President Mark Burns Jr. noted that he will be more
aggressive in his position next year. He plans on helping the
association fight for more things. He wants to address the
issue of people complaining about the “old Great Lakes”
head on. The new Great Lakes is now membership based
and that’s fine, but he wants to see clubs get more involved
again because they are the local bases for much of what
the association does. Trail maintenance also needs to be
discussed; particularly the idea of paying the core group
who always does the trail maintenance, which is a major
fund-raiser for GLFWDA. Either more people need to step
up and help or GLFWDA needs to start reimbursing those
few who do help. Mark also noted that GLFWDA needs to
tap into the resources of the older 4-wheelers who might
have more available time to attend daytime government
meetings, etc.

Boondocker editor Lucas Gottler noted that Melanie Rice
stepped forward and helped to make the last Boondocker
look great because of its color and print reproduction. LG
has been reviewing advertising in the Boondocker. He
went over cost of production and distribution and compared
it with advertising costs. A full page ad ($50) generates $20
worth of profit for the Association. He wants to increase
that slightly and wants to tie it in with Associate Membership dues. November 10 is the deadline for the next
Boondocker.

Vice President Jim Mazolla noted that he’s been involved
with 4WD clubs for 30+ years and he is looking to step
aside. JM said GLFWDA needs more people involved from
the northern regions and the Lansing area.
JM would
like to see more clubs get involved, too. He noted how
active SOFO has been lately and how great that is.

Trail Ride Committee Chairman Jim Kitson noted that
GLFWDA needs more participation by members of the
Trail Ride Committee. JK reported 51 registrations for
Gitchee Gummee – 41 registered vehicles and 80 people
actually showed up. Gross income was $3,000 – final profit
was a little more than $1,000. JK said he has too many
pressures on his time and he needs to step down at TRC
chairman. He wants to dedicate his time to dealing with
state meetings, etc. He will still be around and available to
help GLFWDA. The E-board needs to appoint a new TRC
chairman and people interested should contact the E-board
as soon as possible.

Secretary Ari Adler attended Camp Jeep (at his own
expense) and handed out GLFWDA brochures whenever
he could. AA also tendered resignation from position but
not association, offering to continue as a Lansing/state
government resource.
Membership Secretary Bob DeVore reported that last
January, we had 182 members, with 155 current in January
2006. We now have 250 members, with 57 lapsed and 193
currently paid. BD noted the association has come a long
way; we are seeing more people in attendance at government meetings, both for GLFWDA and others.

Paul Mulder reported that the DNR forest management
plan is being worked on by the DNR. PM and AA attended
the stakeholders’ meeting in Lansing. Concerns were
raised over the vagueness of the plan. The loggers at the
meeting saw the plan as taking the state backward instead
of forward – more toward environmental protection and
away from motorized use. The plan is going to Natural
Resources Commission soon. PM is staying involved with
State Forest Campground advisory committee, which is
looking at raising camping rates at equestrian and ORV
campgrounds, perhaps as much as 100 percent. PM
suggested people go on line and read the minutes from
snowmobile advisory committee and Natural Resources

Treasurer Paul Hittie reported that we have more than
$9,000 in the bank, which is a good thing. Part of why it
looks good though is that many people (mostly e-board
members) have not been reimbursed for expenses. Paul
has been trying to get a handle on what board members
have been spending and not getting reimbursed for so that
he can prepare a better budget. PH noted that GLFWDA
operated during 2006 without a budget. He is in the process
of working up a budget for 2007. It was moved and
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Commission. MB wants an issue raised at the next ORV
Advisory Committee: why GLFWDA was not notified
about Sportsman’s Day at the Capitol so we could get
involved.
GLFWDA is requesting information from any clubs and
individuals regarding money spent in communities when
you travel for 4-wheeling trips. Proving the positive
economic impact to the state could help us tremendously in
our arguments for more 4-wheeling access.
Doug Saul attended the United convention as one of the
GLFWDA representatives. He provided a handout with
highlights from the convention. Most of the presentations
from the convention are available on the UFWDA web site
for people to review. Doug noted that UFWDA is now
producing an E-newsletter and people should check it out
and subscribe. They also are always looking for stories
and information. Doug noted the UFWDA dues are going
up 50 percent, from $10 per member to $15 per member.
GLFWDA may need to address this in our dues because
GL members are United members.
Pat Kinne said he has had no success with dealerships
hosting the 4WD awareness training classes. They are
interested but concerned about liability. We’re ready to go;
we need a place to hold it now and are looking for partners.
SOFO has a winter run planned for January. They are
working with the DNR for permits. Watch the Boondocker
for more info.
TRI-CITY TRAIL RIDERS will be doing a road rally next
spring if there is interest. Not a 4WD event; all you need
are a vehicle and sense of adventure. Watch the
Boondocker for more info.
TROLLS – Rumor has it the Trolls are planning the spring
opener again. Watch the Boondocker for more info if this
occurs.
Lucas Gottler is working on a family friendly event for
waterfall tours up north. Anyone interested in helping him
work this up for next fall, contact Lucas. It will require
4WD, but timing and duration will be centered on being kid
friendly.
Discussion ensued on Associate Member pricing. Increases proposed for non-members to advertise in the
Boondocker. Suggested increases: $25 for full page, $15
for half page, $5 for quarter page. Motion made by Tim
Strader, seconded by Pat Brower to implement the new
pricing structure proposed by Lucas Gottler. Motion
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carried with one abstention. New structure for Associate
Members approved as follows:
Level 1: $50 Per Year
Level 2: $100
Level 3: $150
Level 4: $200
Level 5: $300
All Associate Members receive standard GLFWDA
Membership Benefits in addition to the following based on
their membership levels:
Level 1: 1 printed Boondocker per issue
Level 2: 5 printed Boondockers
(4) Business Card size ads in Boondocker
Level 3: 10 printed Boondockers
(4) 1/4 Page ads in Boondocker
Level 4: 15 printed Boondockers
(4) 1/2 Page ads in Boondocker
Level 5: 20 printed Boondockers
(4) Full Page ads in Boondocker
Motion by Pat Brower to create a GLFWDA Land Use
Committee. He noted that we’ve been doing a lot of work
on the state level but need to work with the national forest
as well. The committee members should get on mailing lists
with local road commissions to be alerted of proposed road
closures. Committee could be available to help the pay-toplay areas if they need assistance with 4WD users. Motion
not needed. The E-Board voted to create a Land Use
Committee. Pat Brower volunteered to serve on it. Subforum will be created with Pat as the acting chairman.
People interested should contact Pat Brower.
Elections were held. President Mark Burns Jr. only candidate nominated. Approved by members in attendance.
Membership Secretary Bob DeVore only candidate nominated. Approved by members in attendance. No nominations made for Vice President. Jim M. will maintain position
and participate as much as he can until a replacement is
nominated. No nominations made for Recording Secretary;
the position is vacant. A position posting will be put on the
web site. No nominations for Trail Ride Committee Chairman; E-board is accepting nominations.
Meeting adjourned 12:07.
Respectfully submitted, Ari Adler, Recording Secretary at
time of meeting.
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Sell your 38’s &
Ditch your Lockers
Story: Lucas Gottler
Pics: Rockytop

A back to basics experience

When you have wheeled a modified vehicle
for a while, you forget what its like to be “stock” and have
to battle for every inch up hills, through mud, and in the
sand. Those dual lockers and aggressive tires sure are
great at getting you down those trails you saw, but never
attempted when you were stock. After a while, you drift
more and more away from the “stock” 4x4 crowd and
spend more time around the guys with modified vehicles
more like your own. Being involved with the Gitchee
Gumee event for the past couple years, the stock runs
have always seemed to be last on my list of runs I’d like
to lead and last on my list of routes to create. However,
this past October, I had my first chance in a long time at
hitting the trails in a nearly stock Jeep.
Back in August, the SoFO club invited me to tag
along and help with some trail scouting for their upcoming
SnoFari run in January. I jumped at the chance to get out
on the trails again, its been a while since I’ve wheeled in

that area. However, my plans were a bit
jarred when on our Gitchee Gumee exploratory run in September my Jeep developed
some grinding noises in the transmission and
transfer case area. With a new baby in the
house, my time for my toys had been cut
very short. So, without the time to investigate
the Jeeps problems, I decided to take the
wife’s Jeep up instead.
You can’t get any more stock than our
Cherokee. No lift, street tires, no tow
hooks, no skid plates, and no traction aids.
Just the typical grocery getter SUV, seeing
nothing but pavement nearly its entire life. In
its current state, I feared I may be more of a
hindrance to the group than anything else.
So, I decided that I should at least help this
stock SUV a little bit before I beat on it up
hills and down trails. My wife will still drive
this vehicle and I don’t want to create
another toy for me to pour money into, so I
kept my modifications simple and did only
what would be effective.
First on the list were tires. The 28" street tires
were swapped up to a 30" all-terrain tire, working a deal
with my father resulted in some nice new tires for his Jeep
and me with the larger tires I was looking for.
Next was vehicle extraction. I will get stuck
sometime; I’m not about to deny that fact! A couple years
back I had picked up a set of “Bolt-on” tow hooks with
brackets for the Cherokee that I never got around to
putting on. Well, about 5 hours of torching, welding,
grinding, sawing, and colorful language I was able to get
the “Bolt-on” brackets bolted on and the tow hooks
mounted.
Last on the list were some sway bar disconnects
for the front suspension. I’ve seen my share of factory
anti-sway bars popping apart on trail runs for me to know
something had to be done to prevent the damage in the
first place. I bought a set of Teraflex quick disconnects
because they seemed to be the easiest to modify. Most
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disconnects only offer
versions for lifted
vehicles, I couldn’t
seem to find any for a
stock height Jeep. So,
I cut about 2" out of
the center and welded
it back together for a
custom length disconnect.
So, I packed
up the Cherokee and
headed up on a cold
October morning to
see if this stock Jeep
could handle the trails
and if I had learned
enough about wheeling to get this SUV down the trails and
make it back in one piece! I showed up at the parking lot
with the smallest Jeep in the group, I was really hoping I
wouldn’t slow people down! But lucky for me, we split into
two groups and I ended up with the group heading towards
the easier stuff.
The first small hill I hit slowly to get to learn how this
Jeep handled. I made it a ways up before the rear tires broke
loose and I came to a stop. That was something I haven’t
had to deal with in a while; open differentials! So, backing up
and hitting it a little faster had me going again without issue.
What a blast! Every trail was a challenge! Obstacles
I used to be able to idle over in two wheel drive with my trail
Jeep I had to finesse my way through by working the steering
and throttle to a degree I haven’t had to in years! Every small
hill, every off camber section required a level of attention to
driving I found myself loving. I didn’t think I would ever wish
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to be back to a stock off-road vehicle, but I found myself
thinking about other trips and other areas that I consider
boring as new destinations. What really got me into the sport
in the first place was this. Miles and miles of trails that you
had to pay attention to, instead of a few obstacles, you had
hundreds of them!
This was what I missed about wheeling. The ability to
just hop into your daily driver, head a couple hours north and
have a blast for a day, turn around and head home. No
worrying about your trailer, you tow vehicles, gas prices, etc.
You can head up and have FUN. Trying to find areas that
challenge my trail Jeep are hard to find in Michigan, instead I
have to travel a half a day to go wheeling. But with a near
stock vehicle, Michigan has a ton to offer that can challenge
you and keep you satisfied. And for this reason, the trip
renewed my support for Great Lakes; we need these trails
open and accessible. I forget this when I have to travel out of
state to get my fix, but with my family growing, I
don’t want to loose what I have right in my own
backyard as a fantastic weekend destination for
me and the kids.
Did I get stuck? Nope. I had a few trails that
I couldn’t make it all the way through, but managed to get around without needing a strap or a
cable. But the best part is, I made it home without
incident. We also cleaned a few pieces of large
debris from the trail including a tailgate and a
fender (that tailgate made a neat looking wing on
the top of my Cherokee!).
Thanks to the SoFO gang for dealing with my
little Jeep out there and for letting me remember
why I support GLFWDA and also for making me
realize we need those “stocker” runs at every
event!
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SnoFari 2007
Pre-Run
from RockyTop

All of us met at the Lumberjack restaurant in
the Quality Inn, West Branch. I sat with
FlyingEagle, Spank, and Spanks’ father, chatting
about anything and everything for an hour or so
before the run. After breakfast, everyone rallied
in the parking lot to form a game plan.
Deathdealer, FlyingEagle and lgottler (Lucas) and
myself formed our group. We were assigned
with scouting the Ogemaw Lake area.

Every stop brought a chuckle out of everyone while
looking at this thing.
We then hit “Big Money”, and this was fun. I truly
enjoyed the wheeling, but more so, the scenery. My

This was my first time wheeling my CJ7, since I had bought
in July so I was a bit anxious. The first obstacle of the day
was a two track off of St. Helens Trail, it came across hill,
with a fallen tree. The task was to go down about 50-55
degrees while turning right, and then getting through the deep
sand. Next up was “The Real Big Money”. This hill was
fun, but I can only imagine this with a snow/ice mixture. DD
hadn’t found the right gear to get to the top, but when he did
it provided a very nice photo op. While on this hill, we
noticed a tailgate on the side about ¾ of the way up. DD
retrieved the tailgate and it was then fastened to the top of
Lucas’s XJ, where it looked like it belonged on a Superbird.

fuel gauge did not work, so I asked if we could top off, and
then go back to wheeling. All were for it, so while filling up,
Lucas ditched the tailgate.
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Continued from page 27

Back on the trails we headed for Loop Road. We
ran around Loop Road and came to an unmarked
hill. DD went up first, he made it
almost to the top and tried turning
around. In doing so, he had two
tires off of the ground and was
“dug in” on his front bumper.
Lucas and I were bouncing on the
rear bumper, but to no avail.
Lucas went up a parallel trail and
got DD out with a strap. I then
went up and fooled around on the
top, I had a better understanding
of the capabilities of my CJ7 after
this. FlyingEagle went up but
declined on the fooling around on
the top. After that it was a lot of
open trails, and not so much hilly
terrain.
We headed into town for some
groceries at the end of our day out
on the trails, it was there I had
some problems. My CJ wouldn’t start at the grocery
store, but after a jump I headed over to AutoZone where
lo and behold, they actually stocked a 304 alternator.
After buying it, we realized the mounting hole was too
small in the alternator to fit the mounting bolt. I borrowed
a drill from the store and drilled out the hole while the
salesman held the alternator for me. I was in awe that I
had driven from Redford to Ann Arbor then to Damon,
wheeled all day on two Yellow Top Optimas.

We left AutoZone and arrived at “Casa de Chupacabra”
where we all talked about our experiences and finished off
the weekend.
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Thanks!
I was on my way up to Canada Friday morning for the Gitchee Gumee pre run on Labor Day
weekend. I was getting near customs so I was trying to get all the paperwork they might ask me for ready.
I was looking through my wallet for my truck registration but I could not find it so I pulled over at exit 392 to
look through the glove box. I was able to locate all my
paperwork except my registration. I walked back and
glanced at my license plate and that’s when I realized I
never renewed them. I picked up my new truck just
before my birthday and somehow never got a renewal
for the new truck. I probably got one for the old truck and
threw it away. I went into McDonalds and they told me
that a Secretary Of State was right around the corner. I
went over to Secretary of state and seen that they don’t
open until 9:00 am and it was only 8:00 am. At this point
I knew I would be a little late getting to the campground
so I figured I would call and let everyone know what
happened. That’s when I remembered Nextel does not
work in the UP so I did not have a phone. I looked for a
payphone but could not find one nearby. So all I had left
was my ham radio. Jim Mazzola had emailed me the
frequencies he runs when he makes this trip so I turned
on my ham radio to the frequency Jim would be on and within seconds I was explaining how I would be
late. Jim said ok we will see you when you get there and if you need anything else call us again. Well
about ten minutes later I was thinking that the Secretary of State does not take credit cards and that’s all I
had. I used the ham radio and called Jim back to explain the new situation to him. He said they would be
coming up to that exit shortly and would meet me there. Jim and his wife Kim were so kind to write a
check so I could get my plates paid up and continue on without worry. As I was telling my story to the clerk
at the Secretary of State office the guy behind me was listening and when I was leaving he said “ It’s good
to hear your ham radio was able to get you out of your jam when all else failed”. I want to send out a big
THANK-YOU to Jim and Kim Mazzola. Between the Mazzola’s and my ham radio I was able to continue
on without much delay. I would have had to turn around and go back home because I would not have
chanced crossing the boarder with expired tabs.
Thanks,
Brian Bialik

IRONMAN ENTERPRISES & OFFROAD PRODUCTS
“BUILDING QUALITY & FRIENDSHIPS SINCE 1996”
LIFT KITS GEARS LOCKERS PERFORMANCE PARTS CUSTOM WORK AVAILABLE
RUBICON EXPRESS

PRECISION GEAR

PREMIER & PULL PAL
EXHAUST

DIABLO SPORT

EDGE

HITCHES & TRAILER ACCESSORIES

CENTEC WIRING HARNESSES
(989) 832-7538
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SUPERWINCH

MAGNAFLOW

DIESEL TUNERS &
ULTIMATE AIR

JEEP RESTORATIONS

www.ironmanoffroad.com
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www.glfwda.org

Why become a member?
In unity there is strength. Great Lakes Four Wheel Drive Association is dedicated to
upholding the rights of citizens, and the continued use of public lands. Public lands belong
to its citizens to RESPECT, to PROTECT, and to ENJOY. If you support these
principles, your membership will add your voice to the millions of other recreationists who
are striving to protect their rights and freedoms. GLFWDA believes, with firm conviction, in this
right and this trust. GLFWDA believes that citizens have the right of access and to enjoy these public lands, by
vehicle, as well as by other means. GLFWDA recognizes that citizens who use these lands, in return, have an obligation
to uphold the trust – to respect the land, and so conduct their activities that the public interests are protected. We invite
the cooperation of all in upholding the right of citizens to continued use of the public lands they jointly own.
We urge individual four-wheel enthusiasts to become members of Four-Wheel Drive Clubs, or to form new
clubs, and to affiliate with the Association. We invite the support and participation of related businesses as Supporting
Associate Members of GLFWDA.
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GREAT LAKES FOUR WHEEL DRIVE ASSOCIATION
Individual Membership Application

Date: __________________
Name: _________________________________________________________
Address 1: ______________________________________________________
Address 2: ______________________________________________________
City:____________________________ State:_____ Zip:________________
4WD Vehicle:____________________________________________________
Phone Number:________________________________
Interests: Sand Drags _____ Mud Bogs _____ Trail Riding____ Rock Crawling _____ Camping____
Other 4WD Affiliations:___________________________________________________
Send your completed application for with your check for the $35 yearly individual dues made payable to “Great Lakes
Four Wheel Drive Association” to:
Bob DeVore
8390 Cappy Lane
Swartz Creek, Michigan 48473
membershipsecretary@glfwda.org

Since membership entitles you to receive the “Boondocker” newsletter, please include your full mailing address.
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The Official Publication of the Great Lakes Four Wheel Drive Association

Inside:
•Capital

Crawling
•DOA 2006
•Gitchee Gumee
•SoFO SnoFari
Application
•Sell your 38’s!

www.glfwda.org

Great Lakes Four Wheel Drive Assoc.
c/o Lucas Gottler
34448 Jerome
Chesterfield, MI 48047

DATED MATERIAL DO NOT DELAY
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