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Content for The Boondocker is
provided by association members.
We would be glad to receive you articles, pictures, event dates, technical
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A note from the Editor

DON’T FORGET!

It has been a great summer of wheeling here in Michigan
and beyond. I think I have tent camped more this year than
all my previous years of wheeling combined and have
experienced 19 degree overnight temperatures in Kentucky
in March, Thunderstorms in PA in June, and Silver lake in
July and, oh – a few nice days in the tent thrown in this
summer as well. All worth it for the opportunities to have
fun with my friends, see the splendor of the outdoors, and
explore great wheeling opportunities.

To help our association save unnecessary expenses,
this publication can be viewed and printed online in a
PDF format for no cost. Also, as a benefit, the online
version is available for download typically a week or
more before the paper copies can be printed, mailed,
and delivered!

Please contact the Membership Secretary and ask to
be removed from the mailing list for this paper copy. We have had some excellent submissions for this issue of
the boondocker. Thanks to all those that provided content!
Past issues are available at
I guarantee you Paul Smith’s feature on his wheeling trip to
www.glfwda.org/boondocker.html
Colorado will leave you jealous – the pictures are just
gorgeous and the wheeling looks top notch. We’ve got some
Stories and articles are submitted from various Association pics from another Colorado trip as well – Bob Devore’s trip
Members. The views and opinions expressed in the stories to the Annual General Meeting of United Four Wheel Drive
and articles within are solely those of the individual, or in- Association . Closer to home we have great pics from MSG’s
dividuals who submitted said stories or articles. Great Lakes DOA, a Sundowner’s event with Big Brother/Big Sisters and
Four Wheel Drive Association neither advocates, endorses, a couple other tidbits are in here as well. I hope you enjoy it.
nor recommends any of the said views or opinions.
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President’s Message
Greetings allI hope everyone has had a fruitful summer of wheeling, family, and friends. A career change has put a damper on
my trail time this year. I did manage to get out and enjoy a few trips. The year started out with a trip to Drummond Island.
Four years I have worked the Jeep Jamboree USA event on the island. I will never forget my first year leading a group
around the “ROCK”. Next I attended the Sundowner 4x4 club in Kalamazoo Big Brother & Big Sister event. Twenty years
plus the Sundowners have hosted this event. A blessed spring day, sunny and fun filled. Thirty children and their matches
climbed aboard seven off-highway rigs, and one army truck. Reading the handmade thank you card makes this event one of
my favorites. Although not a wheeling event, ACE Engineering held a meet and greet in Warren, Mi Wayne Rynbrand and
I attended. ACE Engineering put on a great show and also held a 50\50 and donated the proceeds to Great Lakes (THANK
YOU ACE!). August 24th Gangbuster’s Getaway invaded Rocks & Valleys with forty rigs. Another perfect sunny summer
day four groups, enjoyed everything the park could offer. Gangbusters Getaway also held a 50\50 drawing and donated
$100.00 to Great Lakes Four Wheel Drive Association. One last run to JEEP CREEP in October will be the end of my
season. A summer of Meeting new people and sharing my knowledge and connecting with old friends made it as my Father
would say “one to remember”.
I have noticed some consistencies on the trails lately and would like to address them in no particular order. Please
always try to keep the rig behind you in sight. Whether the trail turns, or the group gets spread out NEVER loose your tail.
Knowing your equipment whether a new winch or the old Hi-Lift Jack understand basic operation, and be sure your “stuff”
is as ready to hit the trail as you are. Trail communication is in my opinion something that should be changed from
“optional” to “mandatory”. Basic communication via CB or family radio is pretty affordable and easy to use, and a great
way to stay in touch with the group. Understand your vehicle, I’m not implying you be a master mechanic but, for sure
understand basic operation and know your “Weak links” and be sure your ready to deal with them. Some simple things you
have control over that will keep you and your friends on the trail and NOT under the hood.
As our membership numbers continue to rise and we continue bringing new people to the sport, TREAD Lightly
is something I feel we need to continue to promote. Please practice it and pass it along. I would also like to thank our clubs
who continue and promote the Trail maintenance program.
see Presient pg 18
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Land Use Report
Legislation Bills

by Rob Lawrence

Since each county reserves the rights to select what roads
are authorized we encourage you to check with the county
before heading out to make sure your route is legal.
Additionally remember that all non-SOS licensed ORV’s
require an ORV sticker to ride on a county road. The new
sticker program that will be implemented in April 2014 will
allow you to ride on county roads with the base $26.25 nontrail use sticker.

ORV Increase Passed
Governor Snyder signed the ORV fee bill on June 25, 2013
(Public Act 75 of 2013 – previously known as HB 4669).
The new fees will go into effect beginning April 1, 2014,
and includes a $26.25 license for non-trail use, and a $36.25
license for trail use. The Department is working on the
mechanics of how the license change will be accommodated
in the retail’s sales system, and is in the process of developing
frequently asked questions and messaging.
SB491 Introduced to Senate – Prevents Vehicles built for
Although the new dual sticker program has not been fully “Off-Road Use Only” from applying for registration
developed, we know that for all areas where a SOS licensed Senate Bill 0491 was recently introduced that would prohibit
vehicles required an ORV sticker in the past will now require vehicles that were manufactured exclusively for Off-Road
the $36.25 trail use sticker. This includes areas such as Silver use from obtaining vehicle registration in the State of
Lake, Drummond Island and the Saint Helen Scramble area. Michigan. Golf carts and similar vehicles would fall into the
Remember that your 2013 ORV sticker is good through “Off-Road Use Only” class.
March 31st, 2014!

Upper Peninsula ORV Trail Development Asscn Meeting
Great Lakes Four Wheel Drive Association is an associate
member of the UP ORV Trail Development Association and
we recently attended the Summer Meeting. The U.P. ORV
TDA continues to make big strides with connecting ORV
routes and is currently working on getting a 3200 acre public
parcel in the western UP opened up as an ORV park.

SB50 Passed Senate & House – Eliminates need for ORV
event permits
We have been following SB50 for some time now and it
recently (as of 9/18/2013) passed both the House and Senate.
SB50 was combined with HB4284 and HB 4299 which were
geared towards changes for ATV users. SB50 greatly helps
our sport by prohibiting the DNR from requiring group
permits for group ORV riding on department owned lands
(i.e. frozen water, state trails & routes, forest roads, etc).
Note that events that trigger a permit will still be required to
request this permit from the DNR. Such examples are events
that charge for the event (i.e. SnoFari, SnoBlind, etc).
GLFWDA is in full support of SB50 and having it pass with
its current verbiage.

Other News:

Drummond Island Trail Issues
A recent trip out to Drummond Island highlighted a number
of issues on many of the trails across Drummond Island. At
the time of the inspection it appeared that much of the damage
was associated to irresponsible conduct. There was a lot of
HB4284 Passed House & Senate – Expands County Road great discussion with DNR Trail Tech Rob Katona about some
various plans that will hopefully be able to be put in place to
Shoulder usage for ORV’s
repair the issues.
When PA280 passed a few years ago it expanded the
capabilities for non-SOS licensed ORV’s to utilize authorized Opportunities to help
county roads in some select counties throughout the state. We are currently looking for folks who can help with our
This new bill, HB4284, will allow all counties in Michigan Land Use efforts in a variety of ways. There are a lot of
to now decide if and what county roads they want to allow opportunities to support the sport whether it’s attending one
ORV’s to ride on the shoulder of. HB4284 also will allow of the various meetings (ORVAW, MSTAC, U.P. ORV TDA),
some non-interstate highways to be opened up on a case by monitoring new legislation impacting our sport, or helping
to develop new trails. If you think you can help us out then
case basis where it helps connect ORV routes, provide access
please contact us at landuse@glfwda.org.
to food/lodging/fuel, access over a river or crossing, etc.
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UFWDA Annual General Meeting Delegate’s Report
I had the privilege to be the delegate representative for Great
Lakes Four Wheel Drive Association at this year’s United
Four Wheel Drive Associations AGM held in Manitou
Springs, Colorado. While the official definition of AGM is
Annual General Meeting, it has become a family reunion for
me. I have had the
advantage to visit
with friends that
have become family
to me, over the last
five years at the
AGM. This year’s
meeting began in the
campground where
the majority of delegates were staying; nothing like an outdoor meeting to get
the blood pumping; especially when you are surrounded by
friends/family and the mountains of Manitou Springs, Colorado.
We wasted little time and got down to the business as set
forth in the AGM Agenda. As we concluded that night, we
prepared for tomorrow’s continuation of the Association’s
business. During the course of the next day’s activities, there
were two separate GoTo Meetings to discuss UFWDA’s
Financials, Business Outlook and Landuse Activities with
our International Vice President, Peter Vahry, our Legislative
Advocate, Carla Boucher; our Environmental Affairs
Director, Jason Church and Organizational Delegates.

by Bob Devore

no longer have the resources to send Delegates to the AGM.
That in addition to the sharing of information via a GoTo
Meeting each quarter has changed the amount of business
that needs to be accomplished during the AGM.
In years past, the AGM consisted of the entire previous year
in review. The current format is a quick review of the entire
previous year as UFWDA shares the information of the
associations business each quarter. While this issue was
discussed at great length during this year’s AGM, UFWDA
intends to further that discussion during their upcoming
Delegate Conference Call in September.

I have had the privilege to see the AGM evolve and UFWDA
to sustain its efforts in defense of our Land Use Access. I
consider it a privilege to serve the Membership of Great Lakes
Four Wheel Drive Association and United Four Wheel Drive
Associations.

Respectfully submitted,
UFWDA has tried Bob DeVore (aka Jarhead)
to utilize available Member – Great Lakes Four Wheel Drive Association
technology to keep Treasurer – United Four Wheel Drive Associations
the Associations
Members
and
D e l e g a t e s
informed. This
technology is very
apt to put a different
face on the AGM’s
in the near future. It
has
become
apparent
to
UFWDA that due to
economic times
many organizations
see Colorado pg 18
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Check out our Current Offers
by visiting:
www.jeeperz-creeperz.com
Earn up to $200 in rebates! See our website for details!

We carry these brands and many more!
,I\RX¶UHORRNLQJWRDFFHVVRUL]H\RXUGDLO\GULYHURURXWILW\RXUH[SHGLWLRQYHKLFOHZHFDQKHOS
Stop by our showroom or shop online! Find us on Facebook or follow us on Twitter!

www.jeeperz-creeperz.com
1627 Eureka Rd Wyandotte, MI 48192
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Sundowners Big Brothers/Big Sisters Run

by Michael McLeieer

Saturday July 13th was a beautiful day for over 60 Big
Brothers and Big Sisters across West Michigan to join the
Sundowner’s 4x4 Club in Kalamazoo County for the annual
off road ride. This is always a great opportunity for our club
members and other invited guests to bring their four wheel
drive vehicles off road and share our fun and engaging sport
with the big/little brothers and sisters. One of our members
recently acquired a 6-wheel drive former military truck and
gave rides to those who attended in addition to utilizing Jeep,
Chevy, Dodge and Ford vehicles for an afternoon of free
fun!

The Sundowner’s 4x4 Club is a non-profit organization
dedicated to a variety of four wheel drive and charity events.
Located in Kalamazoo Michigan, this family oriented club
is open to any make and model of four wheel drive vehicle.
The Big Brother Big Sister event has been an annual tradition
for the club since 1991.
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“So Long, and thanks for all the fish”

by Paul Hittie

Well, I am really not going anywhere but this will be my last official report for a while. My term as Vice President expires
in October, and hopefully we will have several members fighting to be elected to the most awesome elected position at
GLFWDA. Awesome because officially the VP has no duties, other than to “assist the President as required”. If we were
set up in the parliamentarian structure used in Great Britain or Canada, the VP would be “Minister Without Portfolio”.
This job is what you make of it, and comes with an official-sounding title to throw around at gatherings of your 4x4 friends.
I still plan to manage our trail maintenance grant process and to work with the DNR to identify new trails, fix the ones we
have, and reopen the ones we have lost. If someone is looking for a way to get more involved at GLFWDA, I am more than
willing to share the workload and the contacts, because as much as anything the success of our Association depends on
maintaining contacts with the DNR, elected officials, and other ORV-related groups as well. I also hope that with fewer
official obligations that I can actually get out to more events across the state, especially the fundraisers held by GLFWDA
clubs to raise money for worthwhile charities.
Over the years my unofficial and official projects at UFWDA, GLFWDA and What Lies Beyond Jeep Club have led me to
places I never thought I would be – for example, I have always hated public speaking. I used to curl up in the corner and
want to die rather than give presentations during my school years. Now, when my schedule allows, I jump at the chance to
meet with both new clubs who don’t know GLFWDA and old clubs that either were not previously associated with GLFWDA,
or drifted away somewhere along the way. I also have discovered that I really like being part of our training program where
again, getting up in front of a group has gotten much easier over the years, especially when the subject matter is something
important to me. Next year I hope to follow in Pat Brower’s footsteps and complete the ORV Instructor training offered by
the DNR.
If you are intimidated about getting involved in an organization like GLFWDA because you have never had an official
position with a group like ours, keep in mind that there is a long line of past officers and long-time members to use as
mentors and sounding boards, and to help you keep your eye on the ball. They may also poke you in the ribs now and then,
especially if you stray off the beaten path too far, but remaining in touch with our past is just as important as reaching out
in new directions. Keep in mind that no special training or skill is required – I went from nonmember to member to Board
member in about 60 days, after having only owned a 4x4 vehicle for about two years. I will refrain from making the
analogy about a job so easy a caveman could
do it since I don’t want to take away from the
efforts and dedication of our serving and past
board and extended board members, but you
get my point I am sure.
See you on the trails!
Paul
Oh, one last “official pitch” as VP - The
association has 17 miles of ORV route in
Mio available from our trail maintenance
grant starting in 2014. Any club that might
be interested in picking up these miles,
please contact me! This would be a way to
get out on the trails a couple times a year
and actually get paid for it!
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Colorado Wheeling Trip

by Paul Smith

This summer we decided to take a 10 day (August 1-10)
wheeling trip out to Colorado. The group was my two sons
(15 & 17) with me along with 5 friends from Michigan and
Ohio. The plan was to trailer the jeeps out to a campground,
unload and then wheel for the week with no real designated
places to sleep for the night. Maybe we would camp, maybe
we would stay in town, just depended on how each day
treated us.
Day 1 with 5 jeeps and 2 trucks we headed out and decided
to meet, as a group, at a truck stop in Wolcott Iowa. I had no
idea why it was decided to meet there until we arrived and
found out that it was the home of the World’s Largest Truck
Stop. This is a truck driver’s dream of a store. From all the
lights you could imagine to electronics, polishes (for all that
shiny stuff) and more. The store was so big that they even
had 2 full size big rigs on display. From here we drove to
Kearney Nebraska to sleep for the night. This way it was
only about a 7 hour drive to our destination in Colorado.
Day 2 we arrived at the Chalk Creek Campground in Nathrop
Colorado. We unloaded the jeeps and headed for the trails.
Our first order of business was to head to Grizzly Lake and
camp for the night. I was a little suspect about our first
night of camping being at a place called Grizzly Lake but
fortunate for us we were bear free. The scenery was
absolutely beautiful and the lake as very serene.
Day 3 we hit the trails and went along Hancock Pass and
went up Tomichi Pass (elevation 11, 979’). Along the trail
we stopped at the Tomichi Cemetery a once prosperous town
(now a ghost town) in the late 1800’s that was wiped out by

View of the mountains along Hancock Pass

an avalanche. From here we went to town to get some food
supplies and head back out to the trails. After hours of driving
in the rain (no doors and a minimal top) we decided against
camping and found a local motel in Lake City. The place
was far from fancy but it was dry and had a nice hot shower.
Day 4 we went to Capitol City which was another ghost town.
There were quite a few remnants as to the mining that went
on here is years past, but clearly times have changed. On a
bright note, the town was for sale and the purchaser would
be able to make themselves their own mayor. We drove on
to Whitmore falls where the view was spectacular and the
boys enjoyed themselves by seeing if they could throw rocks
across the gorge. We moved on to Engineer Pass (Elevation
12,800’) where we were able to find some remaining snow
near the top. Nothing like finding snow to run your tires
through at the beginning of August. Coming down Engineer
Pass we came across Cinnamon Pass and headed into the
town of Silverton to get some grub at the Pickle Barrel. While
in town we could see that the rains were coming once again,
so we decided to get out the tarps and make some makeshift
tops and doors to try and keep things dry. They were not
pretty, but they worked very well, not only for staying dry
but also for keeping the cold out and the heat in. After getting
some excellent food to eat and having the jeeps better
prepared for the ever changing weather we headed to Black
Bear Pass (Elevation 12 840’).
This trail was absolutely beautiful and at times
challenging with its very narrow trail hugging the
mountainside. At one point there is a sign that mentions
that the traffic is one way only and thank goodness for that
as there would be nowhere to safely pass. Along Black Bear

Leaving Grizzly lake after a night of bear-free camping
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pass we came across yet another abandoned mine and in the
distance we could see the town of Telluride. Along Black
Bear Pass we also encountered the breathtaking Bridal Veil
Falls which is a 365’ waterfall overlooking Telluride. From
Black Bear pass we came down into the town of Telluride,
which is an extremely clean and neat town, so much so that
it looked like a fake town, as in that it looked like it was part
of a movie set. This town was not for us, so we hit the trails
for Imogene Pass (elevation 13,114’).
Imogene Pass is rated 4/5 out of 5 as far as 4wd
difficulty and danger and is also the second highest pass in
Colorado. Along Imogene pass we came across the ghost
town of Tomboy. Like all the other ghost towns, there was
virtually nothing left but ruins. Hard to believe that this
town had a mine that back in 1897 sold for 2 million dollars.
Not sure how that would translate into today’s economy, but
I’m guessing 2 million dollars in 1897 was a lot. As we
were coming down Imogene Pass the daylight was fading
fast and we decided it was going to be a beautiful night to
camp under the stars. So we set up camp next to a real
tranquil flowing river. After setting up camp we noticed
that there was some fresh bear tracks and bear skat only 20’
from where we setup the tents. Needless to say I didn’t sleep
too soundly that night. But once again we ended up bear
free for the night.

get the necessary parts to make the roadside repair. Word
of advice, if you have the option of going to Napa or
Carquest, I’d choose Carquest. We spent about an hour in
Napa trying to find the simplest of parts and basically walked
away with just a hub seal, gloves and brake cleaner. Going
down the street to Carquest we were only there for about 15
minutes and left with everything that we needed. After
making the necessary repairs we were back on the road and
decided to head back into town and stay at a nice clean hotel.
What a great idea to take a nice warm shower and hit the

Day 5 we hit Owl Creek Pass (elevation 10,114’) in the
Uncompahgre National Forest where we encountered some
stubborn cows in the road. Apparently the cows feel they
have the right of way. After coming down Owl Creek pass
and hitting the roads to our next destination point we
encountered our first carnage as I blew out a wheel bearing.
Fortunately I was able to catch it in time and was able to get
off the road before more damage was done. We were about
20 miles away from town, so it was off to the parts store to

pool and hot tub for the night after eating a delicious meal at
the Ol Miners Steakhouse.

Airing down before taking on Carnage Canyon

Day 6 we hit Cleveland Pass (elevation 12,015’) and then
up to Tin Cup Pass (elevation 12, 154’). At the top of Tin
Cup Pass we took a photo op in front of the sign showing the
Continental Divide. From here we went down into the town
of St. Elmo where we were able to feed the chipmunks. It
see Colorado pg 18
Breathtaking view of Bridal Veil Falls from Black Bear Pass
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Gr e a t L a k e s S t o r e :
C l o t h i n g , G e a r, & M o r e !

LET ‘EM KNOW...
YOU SUPPORT THE SPORT!

Order Online @ www.glfwda.org/store/

front

back

T- S h i r t s $ 1 2

Long Sleeves $ 1 6

GLFWDA Hoodies!
Just $24!

Endangered
Stickers $3

4” or 6” GLFWDA
Stickers $1

Also available: Sweat-shirts,
Long Sleeved Shirts, and more!
Special Order items also available: Jackets,
etc... Custom Lettering Available for most articles. Contact our vendor directly for custom
orders at www.feemb.net or contact the Store
Manager for more information.
Store Manager
Kevin Bentz
1627 Eureka Rd.
Wyandotte, MI 48192
store@glfwda.org

The Boondocker
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Be sure to specify mens
or womens and the size of
clothing when ordering.
Most clothing sizes are
available from Medium
up to 3XL.

DRUMMOND OFFROAD ADVENTURE
Photos by Sara Rutkofske
13

Summer 2013

The Boondocker

The Boondocker

8

14

Associate Membership Directory
Warn Industries, Inc.
13270 SE Pheasant Ct
Milwaukie, OR 97222
www.warn.com
800-543-9276
The Dam Site inn
US 31, 1.5 miles
South of Pellston
231-539-8851
www.damsiteinn.com
Michigan Truck Spring
3649 Wolf Road
Saginaw, MI 48601
800-358-4751

Rocks & Valleys Off-road Park
US 127 between Clare &
Harrison
989-539-1448
Jeeperz Creeperz
www.jeeperz–creeperz.com
1627 Eureka Rd.,
Wyandotte, MI 48192
734–281–8141
sales@jeeperz–creeperz.com
Contact: Kevin Bentz

Michigan Wheelers
www.michiganwheelers.com
Ironman Offroad
Dale Stroebel
Saginaw, MI 48609
989-832-7538
ironmanoffroad@gmail.com

Daystar Products
International
841 South 71st Ave
Phoenix, AZ 85043
www.daystarweb.com
623-907-0081

Bundy Hill Offroad Park
www.bundyhilloffroad.com
9960 E Chicago
Jerome, MI 49249

Riverwalk Place
Gladwin, MI
www.riverwalkplace.net

GLFWDA Club Listing & Contact Info
Drummond Island Off Road Club
33655 S. Townline Rd
Drummond Island, MI 48726
Mid–MichiganFourwheelers
Member since 1990
Director: Ron Roggow
4125 Roosevelt
Hemlock, MI 48626
Mud, Sweat, and Gears
Member since 1987
www.msg4x4club.com
Director: Tim Yocum
tim.yocum@koltanbar.com
SoFO – Michigan
Member since 2005
Website:sofo.glfwda.org
31026 West Chicago
Livonia, MI 48150
734.776.6072

Tri–City Trail Riders
Member since 2003
Director: Steve Gradowski
1634 Hotchkiss Rd
Freeland MI 48623
nvrenuf@gmail.com

Two Trackers Four Wheel Drive Club,
Inc.
PO Box 88063
Kentwood, MI 48518-9998
www.twotrackers.com
www.twotrackers.org

Cheap Thrills Off Road
Member since 2011
www.cheapthrillsoffroad.com

The Sundowners
6532 S. 26th St.
Scotts, MI 49088
wrynbrand@yahoo.com.

Troll Fourwheelers
Member since 1993
c/o Dusty Maat
526 N. Lake St Lot #7
Boyne City, MI 49712
dmaat@hotmail.com
What Lies Beyond Jeep Club
Member since 2007
PO Box 718
Flint, MI 48501
www.whatliesbeyond.org

UNITED FOUR WHEEL DRIVE
ASSOCIATIONS
P.O. Box 316
Swartz Creek, MI 48473
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Wheelin’ & Tubin with What Lies Beyond
This summer What Lies Beyond Jeep Club of Michigan members
stayed busy out on the trails across the State. While a few of us
were at the Bantam Heritage Jeep Festival (Featured in the Spring
Boondocker due to its late release) a bunch of others that couldn’t
make that trip hit the ORV Routes in and around West Branch/St.
Helen. We also did a weekend trip in July to Silver Lake Sand
Dunes – always a club favorite, as well as a trail maintenance trip
in late August. Perhaps the most fun all summer though was this
weekend trip to Evart, MI. Our Club members Dave and Suzanne
Gordon have some property in Evart right on the Muskegon River
and they offered their place for the club to camp so we could spend
the weekend exploring the trails in the Pere Marquette Forest.
Suzanne has been a bit hesitant to take her shiny yellow TJ out on
the trails, but promised she would take the plunge for this trip. As
an added bonus, we got to throw in some family fun with a float
tube trip down the river. After checking with the local DNR that
all places we intended to wheel were legal, we made our plan for
the first weeknd in August.
We wound up with 5 families staying for the weekend and the
property was gorgeous. I even managed to catch a few small mouth
bass in the river the first afternoon. The trails were nice forest
roads and two tracks plus we found two small bowl areas with lots
of various hill climbs to try. Mostly pretty sandy, but some rocks
and some mud as well. It was great to see the yellow TJ go from a
“Mall Crawler” to a “Bad Ass Jeep” as the Gordon’s proclaimed it
after thoroughly enjoying their day in the woods. (see back cover
for pic!) It was cooling off a bit by the time we hit the river for our
tubing trip, but it was a nice relaxing time and we all enjoyed a
few of our beverages of choice on the float! This was a really fun
weekend – so much so that we have already agreed to do it again
next year… I’ll be looking forward to it!

by Ed Schroeder

What a camping spot! Right on the banks of the
Muskegon River!

by: Paul Hittie

We found some bowl areas to play in - nothing too
challenging, but we had lots of fun!

After a day on the trails, it was time to break out the swimsuits and go tubing on the Muskegon! We had a relaxing 11/2 hour float...
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Colorado
from page 11

was crazy how friendly the chipmunks were as they would
eat right out of your and climb all over you. From the town
of St. Elmo we went into Leadville to stay in the historic
Delaware Hotel which was built back in 1886. The hotel
was part museum, part gallery and part country inn. Not
exactly my cup of tea, but for those that love antiques this
was a dream come true as every room and hallway was lined
with them.
Day 7 we hit Holy Cross trail, one of the most difficult trails
in the state. This was the first trail in which we needed to
get out the winch and pick and choose our lines wisely. This
trail we came across the ghost town of Holy Cross City and
encountered obstacles like the water crossing of French
Creek and the rock ledge called Cleveland rock.
Day 8 we traveled to Carnage Canyon, one of the most
difficult and challenging trails that I have ever encountered.
Along the trail there were numerous built in winch points.
This was the most exciting and challenging trail of the trip.
We were very fortunate to not encounter any carnage except
for a little missing paint.

Flexing through the entrance to Carnage Canyon

Day 9 we started to head home but wanted to try and do one
thing that was not jeep related for my boys so we decided to
try some go carts. We chose to go to the go cart track that
offered 65 mph carts and required the use of full helmets, a
neck brace, gloves and a fire suit. Sounded like a great idea
and when we arrived we knew we were at the right place
when we pulled in and the first thing we saw was a huge sign
that said “You are entering this property at YOUR OWN
RISK!! You could be injured or killed. No insurance is
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No Carnage this time, just some missing paint!

provided. Helmets are required.” It was $40 to go 10 laps
on a 1 mile long road style course. It was worth every penny
and everybody left smiling ear to ear (uninjured of course).
After our exhilarating ride it was time to get back in the
truck and make the long trek back to Michigan. What a
great trip with a great group of friends. The scenery was
absolutely beautiful.

President
from page 4

Travel responsibly on land by staying on designated
roads and trails. Go over, not around obstacles to avoid
widening trails.
Respect the rights of others on public as well as
private land. Leave gates as you found them.
Educate yourself prior to your trip by obtaining
maps and regulations from public agencies. Plan your trip
and understand and be prepared to operate you equipment
properly and safely.
Avoid sensitive areas like meadows, lake shores,
wetlands, and steams. Stay on designated routes.
Do your part by modeling appropriate behavior,
leaving the area better than you found it, properly disposing
of waste and repairing degraded areas.
In closing please wheel responsible, have fun, be safe and
keep supporting the sport!
Thank you
Patrick Beldock AKA: Rover
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Why Become a Member?
In unity there is strength. Great Lakes Four Wheel Drive Association is dedicated to upholding
the rights of citizens, and the continued use of public lands. Public lands belong to its citizens to
RESPECT, to PROTECT, and to ENJOY. If you support these principles, your membership will
add your voice to the millions of other recreationists who are striving to protect their rights and
freedoms. GLFWDA believes, with firm conviction, in this right and this trust. GLFWDA believes that
citizens have the right of access and to enjoy these public lands, by vehicle, as well as by other means. GLFWDA
recognizes that citizens who use these lands, in return, have an obligation to uphold the trust – to respect the
land, and so conduct their activities that the public interests are protected. We invite the cooperation of all in
upholding the right of citizens to continued use of the public lands they jointly own.
We urge individual four-wheel enthusiasts to become members of Four-Wheel Drive Clubs, or to form new clubs,
and to affiliate with the Association. We invite the support and participation of related businesses as Supporting
Associate Members of GLFWDA.

Individual Membership Application

Date: _______________

Screen Name on GLFWDA.org___________________________Other 4WD Affiliations:____________________
Name: __________________________________________________4WD Vehicle:_________________________
Address 1: ______________________________________________ Phone Number:_______________________
Address 2: ____________________________________________

e-mail:______________________________

City:_________________________ State:_____ Zip:___________

_____Camping _____Rock Crawling
Michelle Borgenson
Send your completed application with your check for the $40 yearly indi1691 Wood St
vidual dues made payable to “Great Lakes Four Wheel Drive Association” to:
Muskegon, MI 49442

GLFWDA Associate Membership Information:
If you own, operate, or work for a business that might be interested in being a supporting member
of GLFWDA, then we have the deal for you!
5 levels of membership for Associate Members:
Associate Membership Benefits
· Your business information listed in The Boondocker,
a quarterly publication of GLFWDA.
· A Certificate of Appreciation.
· A GLFWDA Window Decal.
· Two (2) ID cards with your GLFWDA Associate
Membership number.
· A chance to be nominated Associate Member of the
Year.
· A welcome to attend all GLFWDA sponsored events.
· Company exposure to four-wheel drive enthusiasts
from all over the country and all around the world
through the GLFWDA website.

Remember: No Trails = No Sales!

Level 1 $62.50/Year Receive 1 copy of The Boondocker
per issue.
Level 2 $125.00/Year Receive four business card size ads
per year in The Boondocker and 5 copies of The
Boondocker per issue.
Level 3 $187.50/Year Receive four quarter-page ads per
year in The Boondocker, 10 copies of The Boondocker per
issue, and a banner ad placed into rotation in the forums.
Level 4 $250.00/Year Receive four half-page ads per year
in The Boondocker, 15 copies of The Boondocker per
issue, and a banner ad placed into rotation in the forums.
Level 5 $375/Year Receive four full-page ads per year in
The Boondocker, 20 copies of The Boondocker per ssue,
and a banner ad placed into rotation in the forums.

For more information, please contact our Associate
membership Secretary at amsecretary@glfwda.org
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