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Boondocker Submissions
Content for The Boondocker is provided by association members.
We would be glad to receive you articles, pictures, event dates,
technical write-ups or tails from the trail. Take a few minutes to
write up some highlights of your most recent club event or offpavement excursion and be sure to include pictures! You may see
your event in the next issue!
Please note that any submission for the next Boondocker should
be sent via e-mail to editor@glfwda.org before December 15, 2011.
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A Note From The Editor

Table of Contents

Our goal this year was to have The Boondocker in your mailbox
each quarter prior to the GLFWDA quarterly meeting, which
obviously did not happen this time around. We set the deadline
for submissions before we had a solid date for the Trolls Fall
Color Tour and consequently did not have time to turn this issue
around before we held our meeting in conjuction with the Color
Tour. So, sorry about this one, but I promise the Fall issue will be
published in January prior to SnoFari. (And, on a side note -this
year I promise that issue will include the Troll’s Fall Color Tour!)
Timing aside, we continue to struggle for content to publish. I
want to thank Doug Saul and Paul Hittie who have consistently
produced artciles about events they have attended and also
Melanie Mulder, Pat Brower and Wendy Hrenyk for coming
through with features for this issue. I encourage everyone to take
the time to put together an article on the events and outings that
they are involved with throughout the year. When we approached
one club recently they hesitated and asked if it would be OK to
have a “plug” for their club in the article. Our answer was (and
is) a resounding “YES!” We want you to promote your club and
show off the hard work we are doing in our communities and the
good times we are all having in the great outdoors! Take advanatge
of the Boondocker to tell everyoe about your club!
Ed Schroeder
Editor

Calendar of Events
Pit Trash Shoot-out
October 22
Bundy Hill Offroad Park
Jerome, MI
Moundsgiving
November 24th
The Mounds ORV Park
Mt. Morris, MI
WLB canned food Drive

SoFO’s SnoFari
January 27-28
West Bransh, MI
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MSG’s Drummond Off-Road Adventure....................8
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DON’T FORGET!
To help our association save unnecessary
expenses, this publication can be viewed and
printed online in a PDF format for no cost. Also,
as a benefit, the online version is available for
download typically a week or more before the
paper copies can be printed, mailed, and
delivered!
Please contact the Membership Secretary and
ask her to remove you from the mailing list
for this paper copy.

GLFWDA Winter Quarterly
Meeting
January 27th
In Conjuction with Snofafri
West Barnch, MI

Past issues are available at
www.glfwda.org/boondocker.html

If your club wants to put a date on the Boondocker Calendar, just email the
date with a description of the event and contact information to the

Current issues are available on GLFWDA’s
website via the Forums. Follow the link in the
Members section for the latest online version!

Boondocker Editor at editor@glfwda.org
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President’s Message
I am going to deviate from my norm in writing this article as I would like to call attention to the three awards GreatLakes Four Wheel Drive
Association bestows upon those deemed most deserving each calendar year. As we prepare to identify those who will be nominated for 2011, I
would like to pause to acknowledge those awarded for 2010:

Al Ransom/PuttCaverly Memorial Award winner:

Melanie Mulder
Associate Member of the Year:

Rocks and Valleys ORV Park
Club of the Year:

Two Trackers
In lieu of extolling all the reasons for which the 2010 awardess were deemed desrerving, I am opting to share from our SOP and share what
many may be unaware of:
The Al Ransom / Putt Caverly Memorial Award is named in honor of Al Ransom and Putt Caverly.
Al Ransom was a long time dedicated four wheeler from Michigan and founding member of the Michigan
4WD Assn which was renamed in 1971 to the Great Lakes Four Wheel Drive Association. Al worked hard
to strengthen club involvement and unify all four wheelers, by encouraging their involvement in the sport.
Putt Caverly was an avid Fourwheeler and Environmentalist. Putt was the creator of the ‘Endangered
Species’ patch. Worked diligently with land management agencies and contributed to the creation of the
ORV Program in Michigan and regulatory rules for Silver Lake State Park ORV use area.
This award is given annually, at the January meeting, from a list of members Solicited from the General
Membership and judged by the Executive Board of Directors to have participated in the greatest variety of
GLFWDA activities and events, and to have supported and worked for the goals of GLFWDA. All nominees
for the AL RANSOM / PUTT CAVERLY AWARD are due prior to the January Quarterly Membership
meeting. Any additional supporting material is also due at that time. The Executive Board shall meet in
executive session for any discussion on the selection. A written vote shall be taken, and the winner announced
at such time as decided by the President. All bids shall be for the preceding year. Criteria considered in
evaluating applications could include:

Melanie Moulder
2010 Al Ransom/Putt Cavaerly
Memorial Award Winner

Host a GLFWDA Executive Board Meeting; Provide input for GLFWDA Boondocker; Attendance at, and
participation in, GLFWDA meetings and State or National Land Management Agency meetings; Obtaining new members for GLFWDA; Promotion
of recreational four wheeling by participation in major education programs, conservation projects, and the meetings and activities of fellow
associations.
Each member of GLFWDA is encouraged to submit a nomination for the Four Wheeler of the Year. Judging is based on what the nominee has
done for all of organized four wheeling in the past year.
Please submit the following information about your nominee: How many years has nominee
been in organized four wheeling? List any offices nominee has held in his/her club, association
or GLFWDA in the past year. List any conservation projects nominee has participated in during
the past year. Summarize your nominee’s involvement in four wheeling and include any other
information you feel qualifies your nominee for the Al Ransom / Putt Caverly.
The Associate Member of the Year Award is named in recognition of the Associate Member
that has distinguished themselves in Supporting Our Sport.

Ron Price, Owner of Rocks & Valleys
accepts Associate Member of the Year

This award is given annually, at the January meeting, from a list of Associate Members Solicited
from the General Membership and judged by the Executive Board to have participated in the
greatest variety of GLFWDA activities and events, and to have supported and worked for the goals
of GLFWDA.

All nominees for the Associate Member of the Year Award are due prior to the January Quarterly
Membership Meeting. Any additional supporting material is also due at that time. The Executive
Board shall meet in executive session for any discussion on the selection. A written vote shall be taken, and the winner announced at such time
as decided by the President. All bids shall be for the preceding year. Criteria considered in evaluating applications could include:
Host a GLFWDA Executive Board Meeting; Provide input for GLFWDA Boondocker; Attendance at, and participation in, GLFWDA meetings
and State or National Land Management Agency meetings; Obtaining new members for GLFWDA; Promotion of recreational four wheeling by
participation in major education programs, conservation projects, and the meetings and activities of fellow associations.
see President pg 18
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Land Use Report
Federal Issues
Savanna Ecosystem Restoration Project
GLFWDA will assist Otto Township with their litigation of the Savanna
Project.
Baldwin District Route
The Two Trackers 4WD Club could use help mapping the trails in the
area.
Contact TT LUC Chairman, Jeff Patterson, at
AHJPatterson@GMail.com for information on how you could help.
Hunting/Snowmobiling ban in Semi-Primitive Areas
The SEIS has been released and is being reviewed by the LUC.
This has the potential to impact GLFWDA’s litigation of the Forest Plan
of 2006 by addressing some of our concerns about Semi-Primitive
designations on the
H-MNF.

tourism. The DNR hopes to have a plan in draft format by late winter
2012. A facilitator will work with the Writing Team and assist members
in reaching consensus on the topics and decisions within the Plan.
The Plan would be presented to the DNR for final approval.
Initial meetings have yielded a consensus format for the
acceptance of any DI Plan directive. Fishing and Deer hunting have
been the only Plan discussion topics covered to date. Meetings will
occur through January at the earliest.

County Issues
Oceana Rustic Roads Project
We’re at the end of a summer break. We’ll be resuming the
Oceana Rustic Roads Project very soon now. During our hiatus, the
OCRC Managing Director has moved to Iron Mountain. The first
order of business will be to assess the new Director’s position on
rustic roads.

State Issues
Legislation
GLFWDA is involved with the legislative process again this
year. The LUC recently met with Representative Huuki’s staff, CRAM,
DNR, and Republican Policy staff to review the 3 Draft Bills just released
from the Writers. A few corrections were made and the Bills were
resubmitted to the Writer for revision. There is a great deal of language
from the Bills we introduced last year, with some minor changes. Carried
over to these Bills from last year’s Bills:
•
•
•
•

Increase Permit Fee to $30.50
Liability protection for maintenance workers/grant recipients
Increase in Permit Trigger from 20 people to 75 ORVs
Define “Other Route” to mirror the recent Attorney General’s
opinion

GLFWDA will meet with the Writer and Huuki’s staff again when the
new Drafts are out to ensure they say what was intended. Then they’ll
be released to Committee. GLFWDA will testify before Committee
again, like last year.
Off Road Vehicle Advisory Workgroup (ORVAW)
The next meeting will be held at the Ramada Inn on Saginaw
Highway in Lansing on Nov 9th.
Drummond Island ORV Route
The Michigan Department of Natural Resources (DNR) is
coordinating the development of a Drummond Island Comprehensive
Resource Management Plan (Plan). As part of this process, they have
created a Drummond Island Plan Writing Team, which is comprised of
a variety of organizations, agencies, and individuals with an array of
interests concerning natural resources and Drummond Island. GLFWDA
has secured two positions on this Team.
The purpose of the Writing Team is to create a Comprehensive
Resource Management Plan that would provide resource management
recommendations and alternatives that are acceptable within the
mandates of the DNR’s mission, while meeting the overall needs of
Islanders, DNR, and resource users. The Plan will also focus on strategies
for providing quality hunting, fishing, and trapping opportunities, and
promote Drummond Island as a special place to attract resource-based
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56th St Repair
We received approval for our Permit from the Oceana CRC
and conducted maintenance activities on September 17th. Please see
the article in this issue for more details about the project.
Sullivan Township Scramble Area
This project could also use some additional assistance. If you live in
Muskegon
or
Ottawa
counties,
please
contact
LandUse@GLFWDA.org to find out how you can help.

Kris’ Splicing
-Amsteel Blue winchlines
-Kinetic Recovery Ropes
-Custom splicing & repair
All work hand-done by the Owner in Lansing, MI

www.krissplicing.com

WWW.GLFWDA.ORG
Check us out on-line!

www.stayatclearlake.com
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Forest Clean-Up near Leota

by Melanie Mulder

On July 30th, members of Great Lakes Four Wheel Drive Association
and ATVOffroad.net joined forces with many local volunteers to clean
up several illegal dump sites in Clare and Roscommon forests. Nearly
40 volunteers met in Leota to make this event happen, resulting in the
removal of nearly 60 yards of household trash, building materials, soiled
disposable diapers and approximately 180 discarded tires from public
forests in Clare and Roscommon Counties, including land around the
Leota trail and route systems.
ATVoffroad provided donuts, water and pizza for the volunteers. Two
thirty-yard dumpsters were provided by Republic Waste Services and
the Adopt A Forest program.
Piles of unsightly household trash (left) and tires(this is about half of
what was found) were among the items removed from the forests

Event organizer and member of both Great Lakes Four Wheel Drive
Association and ATVoffroad, Paul Mulder, indicated that the event was
a success because of the many volunteers who donated their time, labor
and equipment, and then braved the intense heat and humidity to help
make the local forests better for the many people who enjoy and recreate
in them.

First-Timer Hits the Trails
Recently, I had the opportunity to go on my first off road trip. While my
husband Mark and son Trevor have been to a few different places, I had
not been able to go until a June trip with What Lies Beyond Jeep Club
of Michigan. Our destination was the ORV Routes in and around West
Branch, MI and the St. Helens Motorsports area nearby. It started out
with Mark saying we will have to pull his Jeep with my Jeep. I thought
“great... he plans to break his Jeep because I am going and he wants to
show me what this is all about!”. I have heard all the stories from their
other trips and while he has not had anything major happen, there is
always the first time! Upon arriving at the trail head we met up with the
other members of the club and decided to head back to the rock course
to see what it is like. It is a nice ride back there on a trail that had me
thinking “this is not too bad.” When we get to the rocks I started to look
at all of the different paths that can be taken. Right away I thought,
“Something will definitely break…” but Mark doesn’t think so. I watched
him and some of the others go up and down the rock courses - it was
interesting to see the different attempts that were made and the help
from spotters as each vehicle made its attempt. Not everyone made it
up the rock hills, but most were able to make it down, and it was fun to

watch. After the rocks area, we made a round on one of the trails and
got to see a lot of trees. This was a nice easy trip with no rock hills to
climb on. There were a few deep mud holes that we got to splash through
and some tight turns with a lot of low hanging limbs that ran along the
side of the Jeep. (ed. Note – Pinball Alley) After coming out of this
trail, we went over to the large scramble area that had some sand hills to
climb. This was also fun to watch as each Jeep in the club went in
different directions and climbed up and down the different hills. This
was a nice area to ride around in and also get out and watch because by
this time I had been in the Jeep for 5 hours not including the drive up
and was ready to not be moving for a little while. This trip was a good
introduction to off roading. While there were some Jeeps that had to be
pulled off the rocks with a strap, our Jeep never got stuck! Nobody
broke down except for one Jeep overheating a bit (it was in the 90’s that
day) and I got to see what was involved. After this trip, I have been on
two others and was glad for the first trip with a small prevue of what the
other trips might be like. Maybe one day I will even attempt to do some
of the driving, of course that will be after watching for a little while
longer!

Mark makes his way down the steps at the St. Helens Rock Course
without anything breaking!

The Boondocker

by Wendy Hrenyk

It was fun to watch everyone zipping around the sandy hills
in the scramble areas
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Summer 2011 Meeting Minutes
Meeting called to order at 6:40pm by President Bob DeVore
Introduction of Board of Directors –Pamela East, Membership Secretary;
Paul Hittie, VP. Not present – Recording Secretary Carl Jarema, David
Smith, Treasurer
Motion to approve the Spring 2011 Meeting Minutes as published in
the Boondocker and on our website was approved unanimously

4x4 Awareness Coordinator
• Still vacant, volunteers please contact someone on the Board
if interested.
Land Use Committee Report:
• Appeal of Savannah project was denied as expected, this will
be used later as part of forest plan appeal to demonstrate proof
of harm
• 56th St repairs – permit approved, date will be late Sept/Early
Oct
• See full report in the Boondocker
Trail Maintenance:
• New projects in the works – see Paul if you would like to help
out or adopt a section of Route
• Please remember to turn in your reports to Paul no later than 910-11
Old Business
• Still old, nothing new to report

President’s Report:
• Pure MI website sent 43 to 85 unique visitors to our website
for the period Jan-Jun 2011, averaging around 70 each month
• ORV Safety Education Committee – Bob and Pat Brower will
attend on behalf of GLFWDA August 30 at Silver lake
• Illegal wheeling activities – most have by now seen the pictures
and discussion surrounding the most recent illegal wheeling
on Drummond Island. Bob noted that he receives numerous emails concerning other incidents – on the one hand bad to see
so many, on the other hand good that people are beginning to New Business
• Reminder of vacancies that need to be filled. Elections in
see GLFWDA as a source of information
October for Secretary, VP & Membership Secretary. Please
send nominations to Bob prior to the next meeting. All 3
Vice President’s Report: Covered under later topics
existing officers plan to run for re-election
•
Steve Walker from Drummond Island Off Road Club was given
Secretary’s Report: Absent
the floor. DIORC would like to begin transitioning into a more
traditional club moving forward, but would like to maintain
Treasurer’s Report (presented by Bob)
close ties to GLFWDA to ensure the continuity of concern and
• The Association is in good financial shape, copies of recent
effort to maintain the route and trail systems on the Island.
financial results were presented at the meeting (for a copy
DIORC plans to adopt a Board of Directors and plans to
please e-mail Dave at treasurer@glgwda.org)
establish a permanent set on BoD for GLFWDA President as
• Still waiting for our summer 2011trail maintenance grant
part of its charter. Ongoing trail maintenance will be a
payment; new Boondocker printing costs will be higher, but
continuing priority, DIORC will need help with this project in
not as high as expected
the future.
Membership Secretary’s Report:
•
2m HAM repeater project for Drummond Island. Bob gave an
• Computer crash has set Pam back a lot, during her busiest season
overview of 2m amateur radios and their benefits both for off
at work
roaders and for the Island population in general. Project is
• Pam has had to recreate/re-enter everything from the last couple
being spearheaded by MSG, supported by several interested
of months – if you receive a renewal notice in error or do not
parties included a business owner (Pat Kelly) on the Island.
receive your packet, please contact her
o Motion made by Pat Brower and seconded to donate
Associate membership Secretary’s Report:
$500 to the project, plus authorize the BoD to direct
• Position currently vacant; Paul to follow up with Ed to see if
additional funds to the project if they deem it necessary
he still feels he has time to add this to his Boondocker chores
o
Discussion included more detailed information from
(Ed Note – Ed’s work situation has changed, the search for
Rob Pionk of MSG, support from GLFWDA members
an Associate Membership Secretary continues)
who are also HAMs. Summary of costs to date,
expected costs to complete, additional features they
Boondocker Editor – needs your articles and pictures
would like to add in the future
o
The chair permitted Pat to amend his motion to
Public Relations Committee Chairman’s Report:
authorize a $1,000 donation to MSG for the repeater
• Wayne is back (but not present) – placemat ads are regularly
project, amended motion was seconded
placed in areas connected with 4x4 recreation. Recent 4x4
o
Motion passed by unanimous voice vote
expo at the Birch Run Expo Center was not so fruitful.
Trail Ride Committee Chair
• Position vacant, Bob has contacted several potential Club Reports
• Omitted for the sake of brevity (there was apparently a small
candidates. Bob and Jim Kitson have a number of tools
wager on whether the meeting could be completed in less than
available to help the next chairman if someone is thinking
1 hour)
about taking the position. (Ed Note – Al Koopman approached
Bob after the meeting and accepted the position)
Meeting adjourned 7:38 pm
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MSG’s Drummond Off-Road Adventure

The Boondocker
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Check out
www.jeeperz-creeperz.com
for our current
promotions!
Earn up to $200 in rebates! See our website for details!

We carry these brands and many more!
,I\RX¶UHORRNLQJWRDFFHVVRUL]H\RXUGDLO\GULYHURURXWILW\RXUH[SHGLWLRQYHKLFOHZHFDQKHOS
Stop by our showroom or shop online! Find us on Facebook or follow us on Twitter!

www.jeeperz-creeperz.com
1627 Eureka Rd Wyandotte, MI 48192
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Laurel Highlands of Pennsylvania
We have not been to a Jeep Jamboree for a few years and with the
receipt of a gift certificate for JJUSA, as a result of some career work
completed in 2010, it was time to select one in 2011. Any trail ride is a
welcome opportunity, but an inaugural event and friends coming from
three states made the choice a little easier. So early in 2011 we registered
for the 1st Laurel Highlands Jeep Jamboree in Farmington, PA. I
confirmed who would be attending, when they would be arriving and
where they would be staying. Seems we all picked different dates and
locations, but the common theme was we’ll all meet up at the Registration
and trail selection, on Thursday afternoon. My wife is in charge of
accommodations, when she rides along, that way I have no responsibility
in her satisfaction with where she has picked for us to lay our heads

By Doug Saul

Canal Towpath at Cumberland, MD, to create a 334 mile non-motorized
route from Pittsburg to Washington, DC. It includes bridges, tunnels,
campsites and side trails to local towns, grocery stores, dining and
lodging locations. The weekend we were there, a group of cyclist
adventurers, the Wilderness Voyageurs, were taking a 6-day journey
over the full route. Northeast of Ohiopyle, is the Flight 93 National
Memorial, which we visited on Tuesday.
It had rained in the middle of the week, ending late Thursday night
after we had completed the inspection and registration process. At
Jeep Jamboree, vehicles are inspected first, drivers are questioned
regarding their experience level, and then vehicles are assigned by color
groups to identify their trail capability. As expected we fell in the middle
of the ratings, which was fine with me since I drive our WJ Grand
Cherokee to and from the trails. There were 5 trails to choose from
with ratings from 3 to 7. We selected a lower rated 3-4 trail, the GREEN
Split Rock Mud Ruttin trail for Friday to compare trail ratings and
allow for the rain and mud we expected to encounter. Based upon the
weather report of warmer and sunny for the next 2 days, we bumped up

down. It all works for me, after all, I am there for the trails and a
GREAT time with friends, new and old, accommodations are secondary.
However, having done this together for enough years, I do attempt to
manage trail selection around her preferences, when she is along for the
ride.
We chose to arrive early in the week and enjoy some local sightseeing
and quiet/relaxation time. Our cabin was near Ohiopyle, overlooking a
popular trout stream. Ohioplyle is a mecca for whitewater enthusiasts,
bicycling and hikers. The slopes of the Laurel Ridge clash with the
Yougiogheny River, resulting in waterfalls, whitewater rapids and a steep
mountainous landscape. The river contains the busiest section of white
water in the eastern US, with everything from a scenic float trip to Class
III and IV rapids. In addition, the Great Allegheny Passage trail crosses
the Eastern Continental Divide nearby. When completed this 150 mile
trail, situated on abandon rail beds, will join with the 184 mile C&O
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our trail selection to 4-5 rated ORANGE Money trail for Saturday,
hoping that referred to the fact the JJUSA registrations cost some $$$
and not that we would have to spend more $$$ on our Jeep after the
obstacles encountered on the Money trail! During the Drivers meeting,
Sue Mead was introduced as a guest and spoke for a short while about
her participation in various off-road races, as an outdoor photojournalist.
see Laurel pg 17

Summer 2011

GLFWDA Improves the Environment
While Preserving Access for All
Great Lakes Four Wheel Drive Association partnered with
adjacent residents and the Oceana County Road Commission (OCRC)
to provide some badly needed maintenance to 56th Ave, immediately
north of Marshville Dam Road. This is one of the few Seasonal Roads
in the Silver Lake area that provide an easy trail ride for those seeking
an alternative to the Dunes while in the area.
Through the years, some parts of the road had become
overgrown while the hill it traverses had also begun to erode. Last year,
a thoughtless 4x4 vehicle powered up the hill, destroying the root layer
that had held the driving surface in place. It’s a fairly large hill, so the
erosion began startlingly fast. A four foot deep chasm quickly opened
up with its former contents being deposited over a large area at the foot
of the hill. The negative environmental impacts of the hill’s erosion
made adjoining land owners extremely unhappy. The ‘old road’ behind
their homes had looked the
same for decades and was
now quickly disintegrating
before their eyes. Their
initial thought was to
petition the OCRC to have
it abandoned, hoping that it
could eventually heal. The
OCRC would probably
have done so; lacking
adequate funding to justify
the cost of effective repairs
for such a low volume road.
Thankfully,
through
GLFWDA’s intervention, a
compromise plan was
A view of a badly eroded stretch of 56th
developed to benefit all
avenue before work began
parties. The CRC would
supply the materials needed to resurface the hill, while GLFWDA would
seek volunteers to repair the hill and remove brush from the easement.
Adjoining land owners wouldn’t have to worry about the erosion, its
environmental impacts, or having the road’s path shift onto their land.
The OCRC wouldn’t be asked to supply equipment or labor. While we,
the public, would be able to continue to use it as a public “road”.
The work was set to take place on Saturday, September 17th.
During the preceding week, the Road Commission dropped four to five
loads of top-coating mix, consisting of a sand, clay and gravel mix at
the top of the hill. Saturday morning, over a dozen volunteers arrived
ready and raring to go. They met with adjoining land owners and walked
the easement to gain a better understanding of the project’s scope and to
develop a plan to assure its successful completion. Particularly effective
(and expensive) donations of special note were a D5 dozer courtesy
Ben Perez of Perez Tree Service of Montague, a Kubota courtesy of
Collin and Senator Hansen, and two John Deere tractors; one supplied
by Rich Santose of 4byFours llc. of Fruitport and the other by fellow

The Boondocker

wheeler Kyle Evans from Cedar Springs. If you get the opportunity,
extend them a hearty thank you! There’s absolutely no way we could
have done the job without their extremely generous donations! The
remaining crew consisted of volunteers Jerry Brower, Pat Brower, Gary
Greenway, Al Koopman, John Ramos, Wayne Rynbrand, Bill and Cindy
Sherwood, Brad Sprague, Tim Thurman, Tim Volkers, and Katie Waters.
They removed brush and blocked illegal spur trails while the heavy
equipment went to work on the hill. The dozer proved invaluable as
Ben pushed the eroded sand back up where it had come from. Collin

Donated equipment doing some of the heavy work

began leveling the surface with the Kubota while Kyle and Rich used
their Deere to assist with spur blocking and filling several large holes
to provide a reasonable driving surface.
By 3:00 pm, the only work remaining was to top-coat it with
the mix provided by the OCRC. Adjoining land owners John and Pat
Fanberg brought two large pans of freshly baked Apple Crisp to the
crew for a snack. Thank you; it was amazingly delicious! Both pans

Thanks to our many volunteers who donated time and equipment!

were gone in a matter of minutes, with a very thankful crew smiling
widely. The majority of volunteers finished their day at this point,
since there wasn’t enough room to maneuver more than one or two
pieces of equipment on the hillside at the same time. Rich Santose
earned extra credit by sticking around until almost 7:00 pm to make
sure all the top mix was put in place! The land owners were thrilled
with the final result of the day’s labor. One of them posted the following
status on Facebook: “Great Lakes Four Wheel Drive Association…saved
our beautiful seasonal road (56th Street)…Now it is beautiful, peaceful
and thanks to those hard working GLFWDA members.”
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Mounds Phase 3 Opens

by Paul Hittie

The Mounds ORV Park is a county-owned facility in Genesee
County, Michigan located within a short drive of downtown Flint and
within a reasonable drive for folks living in the Detroit and Lansing
metropolitan areas. The park is open to motorcycles, ATVs, UTVs and
full size 4x4 vehicles. A Citizens’ Advisory Committee worked with the
County Parks administration to develop a master plan for the property
over a decade ago, but funding delays slowed the introduction of the
promised rock crawl area. In 2006 Great Lakes Four Wheel Drive
Association joined a number of other enthusiasts in attending a planning
meeting held by the County Parks department. Our trail ride committee,
supported by a number of other GLFWDA members, presented a detailed
guide to GCP with suggested course design specifications.
GCP announced that the rock crawl area would be built in three
stages due to funding limitations (GCP relied on Michigan ORV Program
grant funding for the rock crawl project) but to everyone’s disappointment
the first phase completed in 2008 contained only novice or “stocker”
challenges. We were hoping they would implement one each of stock,
modified and difficult/extreme trail in the first phase. To make matters

decent rock challenge area at the St Helen Motorsport area in northern
lower Michigan. GLFWDA was given the opportunity to review the
planning and engineering details in advance and offer substantive
comments, as well as provide on-site consultants to work with the
construction crew and landscape architects. As a result of our on-site
presence, we also found an opportunity to enhance the course design
by gathering private donations to purchase additional rocks and get
them placed while the construction crew was still on-site. The result
was very good – a stock course, several intermediate-level obstacles,
and a concrete drain tile challenge that has proven to be more than a
match for most vehicles.
Finally, in 2011 GCP was ready to move forward with Phase 3
at the Mounds. This time, however, as a result of the working
relationships we had built with GCP, the engineers, architects and
see Mounds pg 14

worse, the three stock level courses they designed were very basic and
offered very little challenge for our users. Those with less concern for
remaining politically correct called them the $100,000 gravel roads.
The second phase was what they considered to be an
intermediate level set of challenges, completed in 2009. This second
set of obstacles presented challenges to users with lightly modified stock
vehicles or those with good factory off-road packages, but was still a
disappointment for anyone running a modified truck or Jeep. GCP used
2010 to gather additional funds in preparation for Phase 3 and did no
further building, but our state DNR got into the game and developed a
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Mounds from pg 12

operators stacking rocks, an architect dragging a Hi-Lift jack through
the woods, and the camera guy pulling rope, you knew that GCP had
finally hit the nail on the head.
After our experience, some changes were made to the woodland
course, including the addition of several tons of base rock between the
logs in the first series of obstacles to counteract the notorious “Mounds
Mud” and relocating several of the larger boulders to the left of the
entrance. Over time the base rocks should settle in and restore most of
the difficulty level in the log crawl area, and only time will tell if the
remaining areas will get more or less difficult after use, including stacking
extra materials and or physically moving some of the rocks as we
unintentionally did during our photo outing.
The 4x4 community owes a big thank you to the GLFWDA
members who have stayed on top of this promised project over the years
and nurtured the process – Jim and Bryce Mazzola, Pat Kinne, Jim
Kitson, and many others… Without their efforts some of us would be
reduced to trying to drive a minivan over the Phase 1 obstacles looking
for a challenge.

construction crew (who were the same team of professionals that we
had worked with in St Helen) and the DNR, we were given the
opportunity to again offer critical comments on the design and layout
of the courses before they were built. We were also again invited to
provide on-site consultants to work with the crew and offer comments
and propose changes while the construction crew was still available.
The results are fantastic – a new modified challenge that
benefited from relocating the materials from one of the under-utilized
Phase 2 intermediate obstacles, and a wooded area scattered with
boulders up to 4 tons (48"-60" rocks) that will challenge those that
need a trailer to get to the park, and aren’t shy about rubbing fenders
against a tree…or two. In fact near the end of construction one of the
consultants was given the opportunity to bring his highly modified Jeep
Wrangler out for a test run and photo opportunity (I tagged along to
snap photos), and we ended up spending over two hours trying to get
his Jeep back out of the rocks and back on the trailer while the architect
and construction crew looked on. When you have heavy equipment

The Boondocker
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by: Paul Hittie

1-810-936-7000

3201 W. Thompson Road Fenton, MI 48430

Are you ready for wheeling season? We’re here to help!

Up to 10% Discount to all
GLFWDA members*! Bring in your
membership card and save!
Call 1-810-936-7000 to talk to one of our specialists today!
No matter what you need or what you do, Trail Rig and Tow Rig we’re
here to accommodate everything you need to help make you King Of The
Trail and King Of The Road !
*Wheels and Tires Excluded– Some Restrictions Apply, Must Have A Current Valid Membership Card.

GLFWDA Club Listing & Contact Info
Flintstones
Member since 1975
Director: Rich Nowak
1339 S. Vasser
Davison, MI 48423
Golden Triangle
Member since 1978
Director: Darrin Buss
13155 Waters
Chelsea, MI 48118
Jackson Stump Jumpers
Member since 1972
Director: Brad Perkins
5614 Larch
Jackson, MI 49201
jacksonstumpjumpers@hotmail.com

Mid–
MichiganFourwheelers
Member since 1990
Director: Ron Roggow
4125 Roosevelt
Hemlock, MI 48626

SoFO – Michigan
Member since 2005
Website:sofo.glfwda.org
31026 West Chicago
Livonia, MI 48150
734.776.6072
sofomich@gmail.com

Mud, Sweat, and Gears
Member since 1987
www.msg4x4club.com
Director: Tim Yocum
tim.yocum@koltanbar.com
R.P.M. Off Road
Member since 2002
Director: Steve Kitchen
P.O. Box 347, Evart, MI
49631

UNITED FOUR WHEEL DRIVE
ASSOCIATIONS
P.O. Box 316
Swartz Creek, MI 48473
1–800–44–UFWDA
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What Lies Beyond Jeep
Club
Member since 2007
PO Box 718
Flint, MI 48501
www.whatliesbeyond.org

Tri–City Trail Riders
Member since 2003
Director: Steve Gradowski
1634 Hotchkiss Rd
Freeland MI 48623
nvrenuf@gmail.com

Delta Four Wheelers
Member since 1972
Director: George Motes
10332 W. Dodge
Montrose, MI 48457
810-639-6549
gmotes@centurytel.net

Troll Fourwheelers
Member since 1993
www.trolls4wdclub.com
7200 Bunker
Indian River, MI 49749
nephd@blazeconnect.net

Two Trackers Four Wheel
Drive Club, Inc.
PO Box 88063
Kentwood, MI 48518-9998
www.twotrackers.com
www.twotrackers.org
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Associate Member Directory
4BYFOURS
6148 Airline Rd.
Fruitport, MI 49415
231-206-0784
All Pro Automotive
2724 Turner St
Lansing, MI 48906
517-485-8662
BDS Suspension
www.bds-suspension.com
102 S. Michigan Ave.
Coldwater, MI 49036
517-279-2139

LaFontaine Automotive
2245 S Telegraph
Dearborn, MI 48124
(877) 221-0106

Jeeperz Creeperz
www.jeeperz–creeperz.com
1627 Eureka Rd., Wyandotte,
MI 48192
734–281–8141 or Fax 734–
281–2841
sales@jeeperz–creeperz.com
Contact: Kevin Bentz

Rough Country
1400 Morgan Rd
Dyersburg, TN 38024
(800) 222-0723
www.roughcountry.com

Michigan Wheelers
www.michiganwheelers.com SIK Motorsports
www.myspace.com/
sikmotorsports
P&T Auto Parts & Paint
4828 Michigan Ave
Unlimited Offroad Centers
Detroit, MI 48210
3201 W. Thompson Rd
313-894-1410
Fenton, MI 48430
Rocks & Valleys Off-road 810-936-7000
www.unlimitedoffroadcenters.com
Park
sales@unlimitedoffroadcenters.com
US 127 between Clare &
Harrison
Venture Off Road
1/2 mile W of Snow Snake
9028 N. Tottenham Dr
Ski & Golf
Traverse City, MI 49684
989-539-1448
269-998-5512
www.ventureoffroad.com
sales@ventureoffroad.com

Joint Clutch & Gear
703 Marquette
Bay City, MI 48706
(989) 686-2924
baycity@jointclutchandgear.com

Ken Mitchell’s Signs &
Graphics
Bundy Hill Offroad Park
715 George
www.bundyhilloffroad.com
Midland, MI 48640
9960 E Chicago
Contact: Brian, Stephanie
Jerome, MI 49249
Mitchell
989-835-3964
Clear Lake Resort
3802 Grass Lake Rd
Kris’ Splicing
West Branch, MI 48661
www,krisssplicing.com
www.stayatclearlake.com
krissplicing@att.net

Gr e a t L a k e s S t o r e : C l o t h i n g , G e a r , a n d M o r e !
Order Online @ www.glfwda.org/store/
Also available: Sweat-shirts,
Long Sleeved Shirts, and more!

front

back

T- S h i r t s $ 1 0

Ta n k To p s $ 1 2
Clearance! Only $4

Be sure to specify mens or womens and
the size of clothing when ordering.
Most clothing sizes are available
from Medium up to 3XL.

Special Order items also available: Jackets, Hoodies, Etc... Custom Lettering Available for most articles. Contact our vendor directly for custom orders at
www.feemb.net or contact the Store Manager for more information.

Store Manager

Endangered Species Stickers $3

The Boondocker

Kevin Bentz
1627 Eureka Rd.
Wyandotte, MI 48192
store@glfwda.org

4” or 6” GLFWDA
Stickers $1
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Laurel from pg 11

Friday found us in the #2 position in the trail line up with 3 of our
friends Jeeps behind us. With 119 Jeeps total for the event, our group
had about 25 Jeeps in our line, plenty to keep our Trail Guide Roy and
John, with the JJ staff, busy for the day. As for the participants, we
were tasked with keeping our eyes on the trail and along the trail looking
for “ducks”, the yellow bathtub variety, with prizes to be awarded at the

Saturday brought more sunshine and drier conditions, in general, but
there were still places where it would be a few weeks before all the mud
was gone! We again slipped in to the #2 position behind our Trail
Guide Ken and his son Kenny. The ORANGE trail group contained a
more consistent group of modified Jeeps, so the rate of travel for
Saturday was expected to improve. All was going well and we were
moving continuously along the trail until we came to a slippery down
hill with various flat spots and several off camber sections, for you
snow skiers, think moguls. The hill was rutted rather deep and the trail
jogged back and forth as it proceeded down. I watch carefully as the
Trail Guide maneuvered to the bottom with some air between a tire and
trail, from time to time. All clear for the next Jeep, that be me. The first
dip and the first bump seemed to go well, maybe a little hard, and then
my WJ didn’t seem to go where I pointed it. I was a little sideways in
the ruts so I stopped, backed up a little, turned and gave it another go
downhill. But again the Jeep went where it wanted and I was sliding
more sideways than straight. I stopped at the next little flat spot as I
heard over the CB a message from my buddy Bob from Kentucky in the
XJ behind me, You have a flat! Sure enough I had popped the bead of
the left front tire off the rim, first time in 10 years wheelin’ with the WJ

end of the day. One duck per Jeep limit! The Jeeps contained a variety
of modifications, with a few “stockers” and “newbies” spread
throughout. It would be a slow day with many starts and stops along
the way, but what better way to get to know new folks and reminisce
with those you don’t see often. We had a FUN time on the trail and
MUD was evident in many places, adding to the difficulty factor. The
“stockers” struggled at some of the Mud Ruttin’ and were provided a

helping hand/tug when needed. The trail contained some small hills,
off camber sections and log obstacles. Lunch was held at the Split
Rock with a photo op for those so inclined. We left one of our friend’s
YJ’s on the side of the trail in the afternoon, the result of a broken track
bar. Seems George had recognized a potential for component failure
and had order a replacement but it had not arrived before they left Indiana
to head east to PA. He expected it would be on the porch when he
returned home. No fear, his wife was driving her YJ, so he was able to
ride with her for the rest of the weekend. The YJ was recovered by the
Trail Guides and in the parking lot ready to load on the trailer Saturday
morning.
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rims. Can you imagine a Nascar pit stop in ankle deep mud? The Trail
Guides took over the tire change and I kept the tools, Hi-Lift jack and
base, and spare tire ready for them. No they wouldn’t let me do it
myself! I was soon ready to move down the rest of the hill, around the
corner, over a log and up the next hill to the Trail Guide’s TJ. No
problem with 4 round tires. Now picture time for the others in our
group. A few also had some difficulty maneuvering the moguls, even
with 4 round tires. At lunchtime, I picked my wife up at the cabin (our
cabin was less than 2 miles from the resort) and she was able to join us
for the remainder of the day. People from the back of the trail group
kept coming up and talking to her about is this the Jeep with the flat
tire? Oh, I forgot to mention to her about my morning experience. I’ll
tell you about it later, Honey. The rest of the trail was rather uneventful,
as least for us, and we covered the entire trail by mid-afternoon. We
were able to add a few additional trail miles, due to close proximity of
other trail loops nearby. Then we called it a day in order to get back,
cleaned up and arrive at the banquet location in time for some socializing.
As is the case with most Trail Rides, the food was GREAT and plentiful,
the drinks cold, and the conversations lively. The Trail Guides and
JJUSA staff put on a GREAT event and we made a few new friends
from east of Ohio. A few lucky folks went home with some nice prizes
and a few of us made plans for another Jeep Jamboree in 2012. See ya
on the trails!
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President from pg 4

The Club of the Year Award is named in recognition of the Club that has distinguished themselves in Supporting Our Sport.
This award is given annually, at the January meeting, judged by the Executive Board to have
participated in the greatest variety of GLFWDA activities and events, and to have supported
and worked for the goals of GLFWDA.
The Executive Board shall meet in executive session for any discussion on the selection. A
written vote shall be taken, and the winner announced at such time as decided by the President.
All bids shall be for the preceding year. Criteria considered in evaluating applications could
include:
Host a GLFWDA Executive Board Meeting; Provide input for GLFWDA Boondocker;
Attendance at, and participation in, GLFWDA meetings and State or National Land
Rich Santose and Dave Smith congratulate each
Management Agency meetings; Obtaining new members for GLFWDA; Promotion of
other on The Two Trackers selection as GLFWDA’s
recreational four wheeling by participation in major education programs, conservation projects,
club of the year for 2010
and the meetings and activities of fellow associations.
Being able to give an award to those so deserving, is but a small token of appreciation for an association that receives so much more.
Respectfully Submitted,
Bob DeVore (aka Jarhead).

Wheeling at The Mounds Thanksgiving Morning?
Stop by the Pavillion in the parking lot with canned goods or
cash donations to beneift the Eastern Michigan Food Bank!
Members of What Lies Beyond will be on hand
to collect donations and provide a hot cup of
cofee or cocoa to warm you up after wheeling!

The Boondocker
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Why Become a Member?

GLFWDA Quarterly Minutes

In unity there is strength. Great Lakes Four Wheel Drive Association is dedicated to upholding
the rights of citizens, and the continued use of public lands. Public lands belong to its citizens
to RESPECT, to PROTECT, and to ENJOY. If you support these principles, your membership will
add your voice to the millions of other recreationists who are striving to protect their rights and freedoms.
GLFWDA believes, with firm conviction, in this right and this trust. GLFWDA believes that citizens have the
right of access and to enjoy these public lands, by vehicle, as well as by other means. GLFWDA recognizes that
citizens who use these lands, in return, have an obligation to uphold the trust – to respect the land, and so
conduct their activities that the public interests are protected. We invite the cooperation of all in upholding the
right of citizens to continued use of the public lands they jointly own.
We urge individual four-wheel enthusiasts to become members of Four-Wheel Drive Clubs, or to form new clubs,
and to affiliate with the Association. We invite the support and participation of related businesses as
Supporting Associate Members of GLFWDA.

Individual Membership Application

Date: ___________________

Screen Name on GLFWDA.org_____________________________Other 4WD Affiliations:_____________________________
Name: __________________________________________________4WD Vehicle:_________________________
Address 1: ______________________________________________ Phone Number________________________
Address 2: ____________________________________________

Interets: _____Trail Rides _____Mud Bogs

City:_________________________ State:_____ Zip:___________

_____Camping

Send your completed application with your check for the $40 yearly individual dues made payable to “Great Lakes Four Wheel Drive Association” to:
Membership entitles you to receive the “Boondocker” newsletter - please include
your mailing address.

_____Rock Crawling

Pam East
2580 Liegl Drive
Alanson, MI 49706
membershipsecretary@glfwda.org

GLFWDA Associate Membership InformationI
If you own, operate, or work for a business that might be interested in being a supporting member of
GLFWDA, then we have the deal for you!

Associate Membership Benefits
· Your business information listed in The Boondocker, a
quarterly e-publication of GLFWDA.
· A Certificate of Appreciation.
· A GLFWDA Window Decal.
· Two (2) ID cards with your GLFWDA Associate
Membership number.
· A chance to be nominated Associate Member of the Year.
· A welcome to attend all GLFWDA sponsored events.
· Company exposure to four-wheel drive enthusiasts from
all over the country and all around the world through
the GLFWDA website.

Remember: No Trails = No Sales!
For more information, please visit our Associate
Membership information page:
www.glfwda.org/index.php?page=joinam

5 levels of membership for Associate Members:
· Level 1 $50/Year Receive 1 copy of The Boondocker per
issue.
· Level 2 $100/Year Receive four business card size ads per
year in The Boondocker and 5 copies of The Boondocker per
issue.
· Level 3 $150/Year Receive four quarter-page ads per year in
The Boondocker, 10 copies of The Boondocker per issue, and
a banner ad placed into rotation in the forums.
· Level 4 $200/Year Receive four half-page ads per year in
The Boondocker, 15 copies of The Boondocker per issue, and
a banner ad placed into rotation in the forums.
· Level 5 $300/Year Receive four full-page ads per year in The
Boondocker, 20 copies of The Boondocker per issue, and a
banner ad placed into rotation in the forums.
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Great Lakes Four Wheel Drive Assoc.
c/o Paul Hittie
2444 E. Hill Rd.
Grand Blanc, MI 48439

DATED MATERIAL DO NOT DELAY

www.glfwda.org
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2010 Year-in-Review

