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Great Lakes Four Wheel Drive
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Great Lakes Four Wheel Drive Association Incorporated is a noncommercial association of four wheel drive enthusiasts organized
for the promotion of interest in maintaining
closer contact between four wheel drive clubs
and individuals, to promote cooperation,
friendship, conservation, ecology, and to preserve access to public lands through wise management policies. It shall also provide a network of communication in the event of disasters or emergencies, and for the advancement
of four wheel drive awareness, the representation of four wheel drive interests in legislative
affairs, and for maintenance of fraternalism by
encouraging a high standard of conduct.
GLFWDA is an incorporated association,
without capital stock, chartered under the laws
of the State of Michigan, and is an exempt organization under Section 501(c)(7) of the Internal Revenue Service Code of 1986. Its affairs are governed by the Executive Board of
Directors, whose voting members are elected
every two years by the Directors of each member club. The officers are elected or appointed
by the Directors. The Association is noncommercial, and no one who could gain financially
from the shaping of its affairs is eligible for
membership on the Executive Board.
A bona fide interest in four wheeling is
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Boondocker Submissions
Please note that any submission for the next Boondocker should
be sent via e-mail to editor@glfwda.org before September 1, 2009.

Stories and articles are submitted from various Association
Members. The views and opinions expressed in the stories and
articles within are solely those of the individual, or individuals
who submitted said stories or articles. Great Lakes Four Wheel
Drive Association neither advocates, endorses, nor recommends
any of the said views or opinions.
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Articles, event dates, pictures, technical write-ups, tales from the trail
are always welcome. Before you unpack from your trip, take a few
minutes and write up an article to share with the rest of the Association.
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CALENDAR OF EVENTS
2009 Quarterly Meeting Dates

Summer - July 2009
EVENT - Saturday July 11 - Wheeling with the Sundowners
Meet at 1pm - Speedway Gas Station
2375 S. Sprinkle Rd Kalamazoo, MI
MEETING - Sunday July 12 - Summer Quarterly Meeting
Gander Mountain Lodge
5348 S Westnedge Ave Portage, MI
Committees 9am in the parking lot (weather permitting)
Meeting 10am

Fall - October 2009
EVENT - Saturday October 3 - Wheeling tentatively scheduled
at Twisted Trails Offroad Park, watch for more details
at www.glfwda.org
MEETING - Sunday October 4 - Fall Quarterly Meeting
Center Pointe Building
12935 SW Bayshre Dr
Traverse City, MI
Committees 9am, Meeting 10am

What Lies Beyond 4x4 Show ‘n Shine Burton,
MI

July 25, 2009

Sundowners Rodeo Kalamazoo, MI

August 14-16, 2009

Yogi and Sue’s Pig Gig Harrison, MI

August 21-23, 2009

DOA Returns Drummond Island, MI

September 12, 2009

Duster’s Annual Club Banquet (open to
public) Copemish, MI

October 17, 2009

Pumpkin Run at Twisted Trails Copemish,
MI

For last minute changes to events or for additional event information,
visit the Great Lakes Four Wheel Drive Associations web site:
www.GLFWDA.org. If your club wants to put a date on the Boondocker
Calendar, just email the date with a description of the event and

2009 DNR ORV Advisory Board
Meeting Schedule
August 5

July 18, 2009

contact information to the Boondocker Editor at editor@glfwda.org

November 4

All meetings scheduled for 6:30pm at The Lansing West Hotel &
Conference Center, 7501 West Saginaw Hwy, Lansing, MI 517-627-3211
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Presidentís Message

By: Robert DeVore
Since my last article, I have had the privilege of
representing the Association in a meeting with the ATV
Off-Road Club of Michigan; UFWDA Annual General
Meeting; and the 2009 Off-Road Truck & Tractor
Nationals. Aside from these opportunities, there have
been a number of great opportunities for a full size
user, the Two Trackers 11th Annual Forest Clean-Up;
our Quarterly Membership Meeting; St. Helen’s
Motorsport Area Clean-Up; 8th Annual Jeep Blessing;
Drummond Island ORV Route Signage; Rocks &
Valleys Grand Opening; the Big Brothers, Big Sisters
Children’s Ride with the Sundowners; the Northern
Migration and this all before we even reach the third
week in June. I wasn’t able to enjoy every opportunity, but I am looking forward to what the year has yet
to offer. If you didn’t get a chance to participate in
any of these events you needn’t worry because
summer has yet to come. If you did get a chance to
participate in one or more of these opportunities, I trust
you enjoyed yourself and are anxiously awaiting the
next opportunity to get together with fellow wheelers
and their families.
This month I would like to focus my attention in
recognizing a few people and their contributions to the

Association. I would like to start by thanking Lucas Gottler for
all of his personal sacrifices and contributions to our Association
over the years and express the sadness of having him step down
from the Board. As we say goodbye and wish Lucas and his
family well in whatever comes their way, I would also like to
Thank Carl Jarema for stepping up. In addition, there are
several awards we as an Association give out annually and I

would like to recognize those who received them for the year
2008. If you are unaware of the criteria used for these
awards, I have opted to include the information here (it is also
available in the Associations SOP available online).
Paul Hittie was the recipient of the AL RANSOM / PUTT
CAVERLY MEMORIAL AWARD. The AL RANSOM / PUTT
CAVERLY MEMORIAL AWARD is
named in honor of Al Ransom and Putt
Caverly.
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Putt Caverly was an avid Fourwheeler and
Environmentalist. Putt was the creator
of the ‘Endangered Species’ patch. He
worked diligently with land management
agencies and contributed to the creation
of the ORV Program in Michigan and
regulatory rules for Silver Lake State Park
ORV use area.
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Al Ransom was a long time dedicated
fourwheeler from Michigan and founding
member of the Michigan 4WD Assn which
was renamed in 1971 to the Great Lakes
Four Wheel Drive Association. Al worked
hard to strengthen club involvement and
unify all four wheelers, by encouraging
their involvement in the sport.
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This award is given annually, at the
January meeting, from a list of members
Solicited from the General Membership
and judged by the Executive Board of
Directors to have participated in the
greatest variety of GLFWDA activities and
events, and to have supported and worked
for the goals of GLFWDA.

Summer 2009

Story continued on Pg. 14

December

All nominees for the Associate Member of the Year Award are due prior to the January Quarterly Membership Meeting.
Any additional supporting material is also due at that time. The Executive Board shall meet in executive session for any
discussion on the selection. A written vote shall be taken, and the winner announced at such time as decided by the
President. All bids shall be for the preceding year. Criteria considered in evaluating applications could include:
Host a GLFWDA Executive Board Meeting.
Provide input for GLFWDA Boondocker
Attendance at, and participation in, GLFWDA meetings and State or National Land Management Agency meetings
Obtaining new members for GLFWDA
Promotion of recreational four wheeling by participation in major education programs, conservation projects, and the
meetings and activities of fellow associations.

November

This award is given annually, at the January meeting, from a list of
Associate Members Solicited from the General Membership and
judged by the Executive Board to have participated in the greatest
variety of GLFWDA activities and events, and to have supported
and worked for the goals of GLFWDA.

October

Two Track Minds Offroad was the recipient of the ASSOCIATE
MEMBER OF THE YEAR. The Associate Member of the Year
Award is named in recognition of the Associate Member that has
distinguished themselves in Supporting Our Sport. Accepting the
award on behalf of Two Track Minds Offroad were (from left to
right) Jeff Matney, Jason McAlonan and Eric Matney.

September

All nominees for the AL RANSOM / PUTT CAVERLY AWARD are due prior to the January Quarterly Membership meeting.
Any additional supporting material is also due at that time. The Executive Board shall meet in executive session for any
discussion on the selection. A written vote shall be taken, and the winner announced at such time as decided by the
President. All bids shall be for the preceding year. Criteria considered in evaluating applications could include:
Host a GLFWDA Executive Board Meeting.
Provide input for GLFWDA Boondocker
Attendance at, and participation in, GLFWDA meetings and State or National Land Management Agency meetings
Obtaining new members for GLFWDA
Promotion of recreational four wheeling by participation in major education programs, conservation projects, and the
meetings and activities of fellow associations.

Coming Up

w w w . g l f w d a . o r g
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GLFWDA Associate Membership Information
If you own, operate, or work for a business that might be interested in being a supporting member of GLFWDA, then we have the
deal for you! As an associate member of any level you will receive:

Associate Membership Benefits
•

Your business information listed in The Boondocker, a quarterly e-publication of GLFWDA.

•

A Certificate of Appreciation.

•

A GLFWDA Window Decal.

•

Two (2) ID cards with your GLFWDA Associate Membership number.

•

A chance to be nominated Associate Member of the Year.

•

A welcome to attend all GLFWDA sponsored events.

•
Company exposure to four-wheel drive enthusiasts from all over the country and all around the world through
the GLFWDA website.

Remember, No Trails = No Sales!
We currently have 5 levels of membership for Associate Members:
Level 1 $50/Year Receive 1 printed copy of The Boondocker per issue.
Level 2 $100/Year Receive four business card size ads per year in The Boondocker and 5 printed copies of The
Boondocker per issue.
Level 3 $150/Year Receive four quarter-page ads per year in The Boondocker, 10 printed copies of The
Boondocker per issue, and a banner ad placed into rotation in the forums.
Level 4 $200/Year Receive four half-page ads per year in The Boondocker, 15 printed copies of The Boondocker
per issue, and a banner ad placed into rotation in the forums.
Level 5 $300/Year Receive four full-page ads per year in The Boondocker, 20 printed copies of The Boondocker
per issue, and a banner ad placed into rotation in the forums.
For more information, please visit our Associate Membership information page http://www.glfwda.org/index.php?page=joinam
or contact our Associate Member Secretary Joe Trager at amsecretary@glfwda.org

Great Lakes Four Wheel Drive Association would like to thank Kevin Bentz, our Webmaster, Store Manager, and the owner of Jeeperz Creeperz Inc. Kevin is a Level 5 Associate Member and normally receives
a full page ad in each issue of the Boondocker, but was too busy to have time to freshen up his ad for this
issue. For the full line up of off road equipment, parts and services they offer, please call Jeeperz Creeperz
at 888-281-0681, send them an e-mail at sales@jeeperz-creeperz.com or visit their website at
www.jeeperz-creeperz.com

w w w . g l f w d a . o r g
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By Gary Greenway

FEDERAL LAND USE (NFS)
.

Land Use Report

GLFWDA Land Use Committee
Report – Spring / Summer 2009

Udell Hills Project in Manistee County
The Forest Service (FS) has decided to issue a new
Environmental Assessment for the area for some other
changes they wanted to make. The good news is that
they no longer want to close Forest Road FR8167. They
have expressed a desire to close other User Created
(UC) roads in the area. As soon as we get the EA we can
investigate the area again and comment on their
proposal.

This quarterís report is a little different. Our Committee
Chairman is busy working on some other pressing issues
and has asked me to take care of this quarter’s report. Heís
not going away, just swamped right now. In light of that,
itís a good time to mention that we need active volunteers
for the Land Use Committee. Our Committee can’t do it all,
although we try. We need people throughout the state to
attend local meetings, investigate local trails slated for
closure, write letters, take pictures, develop a relationship
with local elected officials and DNR and Forest Service
personnel, and tell us what you find. You donít need to be
an expert at any or all of this. Just pick and choose what
you’re willing to do to help the sport. We’ll help you figure
out how to do it so that it fits in with the overall goals and
methodology of past successes. We’ve made progress with
just a few dedicated people pushing for change, but more
can and needs to be done. The more people we have
working on this, the more we can accomplish.

Oscoda to Oasis ATV trail in Iosco County
This will be a new 12 mile ATV trail. There will be 6 miles
of new trail built and 6 miles of existing snowmobile and
forest roads used in this trail. There will be no existing
roads currently open to full size vehicles closed to us as
a result of this action. When asked if the full sized
vehicles could also use this trail, Gordon Haase responded that since we have so many forest roads open
to us we do not need additional trail miles for the full
size users. This is an attitude we must work on to
change. Some people still think of FS roads as only a
transportation network and not as a form of recreation.

Below is a partial update of the status for issues being
addressed by the LUC as of June 12, 2009.

Hungerford horse trail in Newaygo County
The FS will be building 10 Miles of new trail for horse
back riding. No existing roads will be closed.

1-810-936-7000

3201 W. Thompson Road Fenton, MI 48430

Are you ready for wheeling season? We’re here to help!

Up to 10% Discount to all
GLFWDA members*! Bring in your
membership card and save!
Call 1-810-936-7000 to talk to one of our specialists today!
No matter what you need or what you do, Trail Rig and Tow Rig we’re
here to accommodate everything you need to help make you King Of The
Trail and King Of The Road !
*Wheels and Tires Excluded– Some Restrictions Apply, Must Have A Current Valid Membership Card.

w w w . g l f w d a . o r g
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Cont.
•
Idlewild Hazardous Fuels Project in Lake County
•

This project will have no effect on the road system,
including no closures of UC roads.

2009 Wildlife Habitat Improvement Projects

M65 Bridge Snowmobile Trail Segment Designation in Iosco County
Harbauer Road Use Authorization in Oscoda
County

STATE ISSUES (DNR)

This project will have no effect on the road system.

Advisory Board Meeting

Quantum Energy in Lake County
Initial activities will not include road construction. We
requested that pads, landings, and any subsequent
temporary roads be considered for recreation and
camping purposes after mining activities cease.

The May 2009 ORV Advisory Board Meeting included
an update on the survey being conducted by Dr.
Nelson. The survey will lead to a report prepared for the
DNR that will include how many users are on our trail
system each year, what types of vehicles they use, and
the number of days they spend on the trails. Also
discussed at the May meeting were the preliminary
results of a workgroup reviewing the long-range
financial plan for the ORV program, and the preliminary
report from a DNR study group reviewing the types,
sizes and placement of signs on the trails, and whether
or not the signs for the ORV program should be standardized with the Snowmobile program. This last topic
was interesting, as it seems top imply the State is
abandoning the findings of a costly sign study prepared
several years ago, paid for with funds from the ORV
program.

Big Chase Kirtland’s Warbler and Hazardous Fuels
Project in Crawford and Oscoda Counties
We received a decision notice (DN) and Findings of No
Significant Impact (FONSI). They are improving and
enlarging the Meridian ORV trailhead on M72. They will
be closing some roads at the Chase Bridge gravel pit.
The pit was insufficient size to offer any challenge to
full size users so we did not take any action to keep it
open.

County Line Fuels Project in Mason County
We have been notified that some roads may be closed
as a result of this project. We did submit written general
comments regarding road closures and a request for
more information on June 11, 2009 although they
wanted comments by April 23, 2008. The project is
currently in its 215 comment period.

Drummond Island
The new routes have been marked although the route
markers themselves seem to be incorrect. State Law
decrees that any two-track on State Forest land that is
passable by a 2WD passenger sedan (Grandma’s Buick)
is to be called a Forest Road. It further states that travel
off of the Forest Road system is illegal except in
designated areas and on designated trails and routes.
When we operate on an ORV Route that grandmaís
Buick could also drive, we are technically on a Forest
Road and covered by our SOS license. When we
operate on an ORV Route that is NOT passable by
grandmaís Buick, we are operating off of the Forest
Road system and therefore are required to have an ORV
Sticker on our vehicle. This is in direct opposition the
markers state “DNR license required unless licensed by
the Secretary of State”. The Department has formed a
committee to address this issue as well as develop

Michigan Shore to Shore Horseback Riding Events
In the informational letter we received from Gordon
Haase, USFS, we found out that the USFS has determined that there is no conflict or resource concern in
using or being adjacent to forest roads also being used
by full size vehicles. While these events will have little
impact on our sport, this document indicates horseback
riders as a valid stakeholder group and a potential ally
in keeping the forests accessible to all. No roads in the
area will be closed as a result of this event.

Alcona County to Oscoda ATV trail
This new trail will utilize existing roads, roads previously closed, and new construction. No additional
roads were or will be closed as a result of this project.
Each of the Projects listed below have the potential to
impact our sport. GLFWDA has sought additional
information but has not received it as of this printing:

•
•
•
•

Marilla Trailhead North Country National Scenic
Trail Re-route and Decommission
Buck Pond Jewel Lake Lunker Project in Alcona
and Iosco counties
Clear Lake Project in Alcona and Iosco counties
Dali Project in Alcona County

w w w . g l f w d a . o r g
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design criteria for the Drummond Route. GLFWDA is
the only civilian entity represented on that committee.

Upper Peninsula Citizen’s Advisory Councils
There were not any issues involving motorized
access discussed at this quarterís meeting.

revised to include proper instruction in 4x4 driving
techniques and safe extraction techniques.

DNR Law Enforcement Division (LED) Meeting about
Drummond ORV Route Enforcement Operations and
Tactics
GLFWDA, DITA, DIORC, FMFM, and LED met to make
absolutely SURE that all groups were on the same page.
Three things came out of the meeting:
1) ORV Stickers are only required of SOS licensed vehicles
on those portions not passable by a 2wd passenger sedan
(off “Forest Roads”)
2) ANYONE caught anywhere else on the Island in 4wd
will be ticketed. (Be extra careful on the other “Non-ORV
Route” two tracks. Be sure that they are passable by
Grandma’s Buick)
3) ALL groups need clarification from the A.G.’s office on
whether or not a Non-SOS licensed, OVER 60" (exempt
from PA 240) wide vehicle would or would not be legal on
the portions of the ORV Route system that are also County
Roads if they have an ORV Sticker but are not SOS
licensed. GLFWDA referenced all of the ORV Trails and
Routes in the LP that were placed on CRC Roads in
counties without local shoulder riding ordinances for years
as a strongly suspected reason that it would be Ok, but
everyone wants it to be crystal clear and in writing.

DNR Town Hall Meetings
Four meetings were held throughout the state by the
DNR to give them a feel for where the public wants
them to focus their resources. Each was attended by
at least 1 GLFWDA member and the Novi meeting
had at least 12 members present. No particular
expertise was needed to take part in these meetings.
Those who showed up had their voices heard. This
was a clear indication that the more people we can
get involved, the larger voice we will have.

Newberry Operations Center Open House
The event was held April 14 and was attended by
GLFWDA. The DNR is proposing to break up the
eastern Upper Peninsula into 33 Eco-regions. We are
concerned that this will further complicate our
monitoring and interaction with the DNR on road
system issues.

County / Local Issues

Michigan Conservation Congress
This is a new group put together by State Representative Joel Sheltrown to improve the recreational
opportunities for everyone in Michigan. Rep.
Sheltrown is the Chairman of the House Tourism,
Recreation, and Natural Resources Standing Committee. GLFWDA is now an Inaugural Member of the
Michigan Conservation Congress.

Request for volunteers in Oceana County
We need volunteers to work in conjunction with the
GLFWDA Land Use Committee to investigate the feasibility of assisting the Oceana County Road Commission to
clear and reopen roads that have grown over. Here is an
opportunity to put more forest road miles on the map. With
the economy being the way it is, the CRC is not likely to
move this project high enough on their list to justify the
expense to the county to pay for this to be done. About
the only way it can happen is if volunteers are used.

Meetings with State Representatives
On May 1, 2009 GLFWDA met with State Representative Goeff Hansen to discuss disparities between the
sizes of various user groups and their relative project
funding amounts. The meeting was also to educate
Rep. Hansen on other aspects of our form of recreation, our common need for sustainable access and
its effect on the people of Michigan. Several days
later, Both Representatives and their aides met to
discuss the upcoming increases in the ORV sticker
prices necessary to continue ORV program expenditures at current and expected future levels. Although
the final language of the proposed bill is yet to be
written we finally see signs of our needs being fairly
represented.

DNR Subcommittee to review the ORV Safety
Training Program
GLFWDA has been invited to participate. It is
our position that the current manual needs to be

w w w . g l f w d a . o r g

Volunteers in any county
Every month opportunities pass us by because we don’t
have enough people to monitor and react to a seemingly
never ending list of road closures and inequitable resource
allocation. Even if you take on only one project, that’s one
more potential success for the wheelers of Michigan.
We’re getting a pretty good idea of what it takes to win
these things. There’s just too many of them coming at us to
have enough time to get them all. We need your help!
GLFWDAís Land Use Committee:
Pat Brower
Paul Hittie
Mike Olmstead
Bob DeVore
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Pat Kinne
Wayne Rynbrandt
Brian L Farley
Jim Mazolla

Jeff Traynor
Gary Greenway
Paul Mulder
Steve Walker
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By: Pam ìEvil Queenî East

Drummond Island Invasion 2009
Land Use Report
XXXX

By XXXX
ByMichigan
Pat Brower
The
Wheelers
Annual Drummond Island
Invasion took place on May 14 through the 17th this
year. It was a lot of fun and a great success as years
past. Nearly 30 rigs participated in various groups for all
three days of fun. There was something for everyone,
from stock to heavily modified and everything in between.
Two things made this years run a little different. First of
all we held it nearly a month later than usual. I was
curious to see how much different the trails would be on
Drummond Island with a month more to dry out from the
winter’s snows. It was a significant difference in depth in
many of the traditional water holes and generally drier all
around. We got a chance to actually see some of those
rocks that are usually a surprise in the water!
The second thing that made this run extra special was the
anticipation of the newly designated ORV trails marked
the previous weekend. A few of us from Michigan
Wheelers had the privilege of being part of that historic

event. I was not assigned any of the new trails, so I was
excited to see what they held in store, as were many others
that saw the pictures of the signage weekend.
The first day out, we split into two groups. One group
headed for new, challenging routes. The second group
headed out for a day of easier riding and less chance of
body damage. About halfway through the day, we crossed
paths at Connor’s hole. I was in the group going to the new
trails, like Hallfrisch’s Trail and Plywood Camp Road Trail.
There was a small amount of body damage to some rigs,
but all in all, we did okay. We had two stock rigs with us
and one did far better than the other. As usual, half the fun
was the camaraderie on the CB airwaves! There is a new
water hole open to us now that some are calling “Dipstick
Hole”. This is not your typical Drummond Island muddy
trail hole with a shale bottom. This place will swallow your
rig nearly whole as two of us found out. It had already
claimed one of our member’s jeeps (Brent Woodard) the
weekend before at the signage event. This time first Tim
Strader (Muddypaws) and then Kyle (pre4runner) tried to
tame it, but to no avail. Both were winched out dead but
were able to be revived.
The second day one group headed out for more of the
State trails, while the other group headed for Turtle Ridge
Offroad Park. The weather wasn’t as co-operative the

w w w . g l f w d a . o r g
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second day with rain during the night and early morning.
This made the rocks at Turtle Ridge very slick and far
more challenging than I’ve seen before. As usual, Turtle
Ridge was exciting and exhilarating and scary!
That evening we held the award presentations. This year’s
awards were absolutely fantastic creations made by Tim
Strader and his students at Sault Ste. Marie High School.
There were four awards to be given out. The first was
“Who Needs Brakes” award, which was presented to
Kyle (pre4runner) for absolute fearlessness on the
throttle. The second was “Most Helpful” which was
presented to Alan Walker for stepping up as a leader for
us. The third award was the “Oh Crap Did You See
That” award. This award was easily presented to Mike
Fox, better known as Tacoma King. Mike brought his
stock Tacoma truck and followed the tough trail group.
He only needed a pull once or twice and we were constantly hearing someone say….”no way is he going to
make that!” Well, Mike and his Tacoma proved us all
wrongÖhe made it through nearly everything and Mike
gained a whole lot of respect from all who were there,

both for his driving and for Tacoma’s. We canít make fun
of him nearly as much anymore. The last award was the
“Worst Broke” award. This one was a bit more difficult to
present, since there were no major trail caused breaks. So
it was put up for nominations and a vote and the winner
was Dave (Gillard) for his devastating rear end failure in
the middle of the first day. I must say the smoke pouring
out of his axle was impressive!

www.bds-suspension.com
102 S. Michigan Ave.
Coldwater, Michigan 49036
517-279-2135
w w w . g l f w d a . o r g

The weekend was a great success and introduced quite a
few people to Drummond Island that had never been there
before. While most of us stayed at the Drummond Island
Resort, some chose to camp. I think we were probably a
group of 40 or so invading the local eateries and watering
holes. As always I made sure to get breakfast at the Bear
Track Inn. Iím already missing the hash browns with
cheese and onions and awesome oatmeal. I am sure we
made an impact, as a group, on the industries that rely on
tourism, and even bringing new faces to look forward to
coming back. I must say, this sport is wonderful for getting
out in the fresh air, meeting great new people and seeing
what wonders our world has to offer first hand. I canít
wait for the next time!!!!
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Why become a member?
In unity there is strength. Great Lakes Four Wheel Drive Association is dedicated to
upholding the rights of citizens, and the continued use of public lands. Public lands belong
to its citizens to RESPECT, to PROTECT, and to ENJOY. If you support these
principles, your membership will add your voice to the millions of other recreationists who are striving
to protect their rights and freedoms. GLFWDA believes, with firm conviction, in this right and this trust.
GLFWDA believes that citizens have the right of access and to enjoy these public lands, by vehicle, as well as by other
means. GLFWDA recognizes that citizens who use these lands, in return, have an obligation to uphold the trust ñ to
respect the land, and so conduct their activities that the public interests are protected. We invite the cooperation of all in
upholding the right of citizens to continued use of the public lands they jointly own.
We urge individual four-wheel enthusiasts to become members of Four-Wheel Drive Clubs, or to form new
clubs, and to affiliate with the Association. We invite the support and participation of related businesses as Supporting
Associate Members of GLFWDA.
GREAT LAKES FOUR WHEEL DRIVE ASSOCIATION
Individual Membership Application
Date: __________________
Name: _________________________________________________________
Address 1: ______________________________________________________
Address 2: ______________________________________________________
City:____________________________ State:_____ Zip:________________
4WD Vehicle:____________________________________________________
Phone Number:________________________________
Interests: Sand Drags _____ Mud Bogs _____ Trail Riding____ Rock Crawling _____ Camping____
Other 4WD Affiliations:___________________________________________________
Send your completed application with your check for the $50 yearly individual dues made payable to “Great Lakes
Four Wheel Drive Association” to:
Eric Williams
29651 Five Mile Rd
Livonia, MI 48154
313-477-8165
membershipsecretary@glfwda.org

Since membership entitles you to receive the “Boondocker” newsletter, please include your full mailing address.
DONíT FORGET to Check Out the Great Lakes Store at: http://www.glfwda.org/store/ and the order form in this issue!

w w w . g l f w d a . o r g
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Presidentís Message (Conít)

(Forest, Mineral and Fire Management, Resource Analyst,
Marquette Operations Service Center); Jim Kelley
(Drummond Island Tourist Association); Mike Kelly
(Drummond Island Off-Road Club); Mike Olmstead (Great
Lakes Four Wheel Drive Association, Jeep Jamboree Coordinator); Mike Paulda (Forest, Mineral and Fire Management,
UP Field Coordinator, Marquette Operations Service Center);
Steve Walker (Drummond Island Off-Road Club, Bear Track
Inn).
I would also like to thank our very own Jim Kitson for his
talent and craftsmanship in designing/making the stellar
awards that were presented to those identified above.

SOFO was the recipient of the CLUB OF THE YEAR.
The Club of the Year Award is named in recognition of
the Club that has distinguished themselves in Supporting Our Sport. Accepting the award on behalf of
SOFO was Eric Williams.
This award is given annually, at the January meeting,
judged by the Executive Board to have participated in the
greatest variety of GLFWDA activities and events, and to
have supported and worked for the goals of GLFWDA.

Jerry & Betty Bailey

All bids shall be for the preceding year. Criteria considered in
evaluating applications could include:
Host a GLFWDA Executive Board Meeting.
Provide input for GLFWDA Boondocker
Attendance at, and participation in, GLFWDA meetings and
State or National Land Management Agency meetings
Obtaining new members for GLFWDA
Promotion of recreational four wheeling by participation in
major education programs, conservation projects, and the
meetings and activities of fellow associations.
As you all know (hopefully) we have newly designated ORV
Routes on Drummond Island. I would like to Thank the
many that were involved in so many different levels in
helping make this a reality; so many of you were involved in
so many ways whether directly, through prayers, being
wishful, or simply being a Member of GLFWDA. I would
like to extend a heartfelt Thanks to all of you, with a special
Thank You to those that were able to help with our Signage
Weekend.
It was suggested that we as an Association present an award
to acknowledge those who played a key part in making the
ORV Route Designation a reality:

Mike Paluda

Pat Halfrisch

Rob Katona

Mike Olmstead

This has been a great time for full-size users and I hope you
are getting a chance to share in the progress we have made
as an Association. I would like to Thank Each Member for
being a Member and doing your part to Help Support The
Sport, whether you feel your contribution is large or small,
Thank You!
Bob (aka Jarhead)
President - Great Lakes Four Wheel Drive Association

Jerry and Betty Bailey (Drummond Island Tourist Association): Pat Brower (Great Lakes Four Wheel Drive Association, Two Trackers Four Wheel Drive Club); Clif Haley; Pat
Hallfrisch (Forest, Mineral and Fire Management, Unit
Manager, Sault Ste Marie Management Unit); Rob Katona

w w w . g l f w d a . o r g

Pat Brower

Photos courtesy of Bob DeVore
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By: Pam East

Capital Day

In the month of May, two of GLFWDA’s members had the opportunity to go to Lansing to
meet and discuss our concerns about the
future of our trails here in Michigan.
On May 5, 2009 I had the honor of meeting
with some of my congressional and senate
legislators. The meetings were set up for me by
a PAC (political action committee) that is
dedicated to serving the part of the hospitality
industry that serves alcohol. I was given an
agenda ahead of time, and was pleased to see
that one of the touch points they wanted us to
discuss was an increase in the amount of press
Michigan gives to the tourist industry. This, I
knew, would fit right in with wheeling and give
me an opportunity to discuss some of our
concerns as well.

I prepared by bringing several copies of the
Boondocker with me and planning what I
wanted to say ahead of time. I already had a
list of discussion topics and just added this to
the list. Most of the legislators already have a
stand on these issues, so you really are just
trying to give them your viewpoint on how it
will affect you, as a business owner or person, or
the economy as a whole.

We resumed our talk from lunch. He said that Michigan budget had put in a substantial increase dedicated to tourism. We discussed how wheeling could
be better served by a connection to tourism and a
push for more clearly marked trails. We also talked
about GLFWDA’s dedication to responsible wheeling
and how much of a family sport trail riding and fullsize 4wheeling has become. Jason Allen asked if I
would be interested in testifying before committees
about 4 wheel issues and I said yes. Then he said he
wants to get a hold of me next time he’s up here and
get a ride in my jeep!
That fit right in with a meeting that Pat Brower was
able to have with Rep. Hansen of the 100th house
district. Pat’s day in Lansing was on May 1st. Pat
said that Rep. Hansen is definitely a friend to the 4
wheeling community and quite supportive of our
causes. Pat said that Mr. Hansen stayed for an
entire hour discussing many of the issues and concerns facing our sport and the entire ORV program.
They broke the issues down into priorities, developed
a plan of action, and will begin to implement it immediately. Pat and I both got a favorable response and
a feeling of support by all those we met with. It lets
you know that your voice is heard! If you have a
chance to talk to your Representative or Senator, by
all means take advantage, they are great people!

I was pleasantly surprised by how nice everyone
there was, from the person at the desk at each
office where you check in, to the Senators and
Congressmen and staffers themselves. It was nice
to know that they really all give you the feeling
that they work for you, because after all, we
voted them in! Everyone was kind and helpful and
courteous.
My first appointment was with Representative Gary
McDowell. Unfortunately, he needed to cancel, but
he knew how much I wanted to talk to him about
the trails and future of wheeling in Michigan (it had
gotten back to him), so he made a special trip to
our breakfast and sought me out. He was very
supportive of our concerns and said that he also
attends as many forest trail clean-ups as he can,
in the U.P. My next appointment was with the
staffer for Representative Kevin Elsenheimer. He
too was interested in the 4wheel drive issues and
took the Boondocker with much interest. Three
other people at the same meeting were asking me
what the Boondocker was, so I had the opportunity to explain and encourage membership. At
lunch, which was put on by our PAC organization,
Rep. Gary McDowell and Sen. Jason Allen sat with
me, since I’d met them both before. We swapped
forest stories and had a pleasant lunch. Later that
afternoon, I had my meeting with Senator Allen.

w w w . g l f w d a . o r g

Capitol photo by Galen R. Frysinger
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GLFWDA Club Listing & Contact Info
1.

2.

Flintstones
Member since 1975
Director: Rich Nowak
1339 S. Vasser, Davison, MI 48423

7.

Golden Triangle
Member since 1978
Director: Darrin Buss
13155 Waters, Chelsea, MI 48118
8.

3.

Jackson Stump Jumpers
Member since 1972
Director: Brad Perkins
5614 Larch, Jackson, MI 49201
jacksonstumpjumpers@hotmail.com

4.

MidñMichigan Fourwheelers
Member since 1990
Director: Ron Roggow
4125 Roosevelt, Hemlock, MI 48626

5.

Mud, Sweat, and Gears
Member since 1987
Website: www.msg4x4club.com
Director: Tim Yocum
tim.yocum@koltanbar.com

6.

9.

10. What Lies Beyond Jeep Club
Member since 2007
Website: http://www.whatliesbeyond.org
PO Box 599
Genesee, MI 48437

SoFO – Michigan
Member since 2005
Website:sofo.glfwda.org
31026 West Chicago
Livonia, MI 48150
734.776.6072
sofomich@gmail.com

11. Delta Four Wheelers
Member since 1972
Director: George Motes
10332 W. Dodge, Montrose, MI 48457
810-639-6549
gmotes@centurytel.net

Tri–City Trail Riders
Member since 2003
Director: Steve Gradowski
1634 Hotchkiss Rd
Freeland MI 48623
nvrenuf@gmail.com
Troll Fourwheelers
Member since 1993
Website: www.trolls4wdclub.com
7200 Bunker, Indian River, MI 49749
nephd@blazeconnect.net

UNITED FOUR WHEEL DRIVE
ASSOCIATION
of USA & Canada

R.P.M. Off Road
Member since 2002
Director: Steve Kitchen
P.O. Box 347, Evart, MI 49631

w w w . g l f w d a . o r g

12. Two Trackers Four Wheel Drive
Club, Inc.
PO Box 88063
Kentwood, MI 48518-9998
www.twotrackers.com
www.twotrackers.org

Marti Pugh, Business Manager
14525 SW Millikan Way #22622
Beaverton, OR 97005-2343
1–800–44–UFWDA
Fax: 317–729–5930
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G r e a t L a k e s St o r e : C l o t h i n g , G e a r, a n d M o r e !
Order Online @ www.glfwda.org/store/

Winter Hats $15
Baseball Caps
$15

Ta n k To p s $ 1 2
T- S h i r t s $ 1 2
Also available: Sweat-shirts,
Long Sleeved Shirts, and more!

Be sure to specify mens or womens and the size of clothing
when ordering. Most clothing sizes are available from
Medium up to 3XL.
Special Order items also available: Jackets, Hoodies, Etc... Custom Lettering
Available for most articles. Contact our vendor directly for custom orders @
www.feemb.net or contact the Store Manager for more information.
Store Manager
Kevin Bentz
1627 Eureka Rd.
Wyandotte, MI 48192
store@glfwda.org
Endangered Species
Stickers $3

4” or 6” GLFWDA Stickers $1

w w w . g l f w d a . o r g
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Pictures of the Drummond Island 4x4
Route Signing by Gary Greenway
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RPM Fest, LaPorte IN

GLFWDA was invited by RPM Fest to be judges of the truck show and shine at the first ever LaPorte, IN
Off-Road Truck & Tractor Nationals, held at the LaPorte fairgrounds. We were given the opportunity to come
up with all the classes, the only requirement was we had to come up with 200 different awards. After numerous discussions, the classes were set and given to the organizers. They were to take care of everything else.
We all arrived Friday to start early registration, and spread some PR for the association. The fairgrounds were abuzz with activity. There were numerous venders with their goods on display, monster trucks
including Big Foot, ATV mud races, beer tents, live bands, and even Joey and Bill Gratzianna of O’Hares
Towing from the Speed TV show “Wrecked”, along with the star of the show the “Mistress.” It was expected
to draw approximately 30,000 people each day of the event along with national television and magazine
coverage.
Saturday morning, trucks were rolling into the parking area. There were trucks ranging from restored
‘70s pickups to completely customized show trucks on 49s to a mid 90s YJ with a swapped in Cummins. In the
afternoon with the help of Bill and Joey, awards were passed out to all the winners.
For more information about the event check out rpmfest.com.

Associate Member Directory

BDS Suspension
www.bds-suspension.com
102 S. Michigan Ave.
Coldwater, MI 49036
517-279-2139
Jeeperz Creeperz
www.jeeperzñcreeperz.com
1627 Eureka Rd., Wyandotte, MI 48192
734ñ281ñ8141 or Fax 734ñ281ñ2841
sales@jeeperzñcreeperz.com
Contact: Kevin Bentz
Ultimate Air
www.ultimateñair.com
P.O. Box 0088, Allen Park, MI. 48101
313-595-5358
Contact: Brian Wysocki
sales@ultimateñair.com
4BYFOURS
6148 Airline Rd.
Fruitport, MI 49415
231-206-0784
All Pro Automotive
2724 Turner St
Lansing, MI 48906
517-485-8662
Great Lakes 4x4
www.greatlakes4x4.com
Michigan Wheelers
www.michiganwheelers.com

Venture Off Road
9028 N. Tottenham Dr
Traverse City, MI 49684
269-998-5512
www.ventureoffroad.com
sales@ventureoffroad.com
Unlimited Offroad Centers
3201 W. Thompson Rd
Fenton, MI 48430
810-936-7000
www.unlimitedoffroadcenters.com
sales@unlimitedoffroadcenters.com
2 Track Minds Off-Road, Inc.
Dave Smith
1519 E Pierson Rd
Flushing, MI 48433
810-659-1300
www.2tmo.com
marineonee6@hotmail.com

52&.6 $1'

6

2))52$'3$5.

Harold’s Towing
2665 South Flowage Lake Rd
West Branch, MI 48661
989-345-1633
abfarley@yahoo.com

+RXUV
)UL6DW +ROLGD\VDPSP
6XQGD\VDPSP


URFNVDQGYDOOH\VFRP
86%HWZHHQ&ODUH +DUULVRQ
0DQQVLGLQJ5RDG([LW
0LOH:HVWRI6QRZ6QDNH6NL *ROI

SIK Motorsports
www.myspace.com/sikmotorsports
P&T Auto Parts & Paint
4828 Michigan Ave
Detroit, MI 48210
313-894-1410

Rocks & Valleys Off-road Park
US 127 between Clare & Harrison
1/2 mile W of Snow Snake Ski & Golf
989-539-1448
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Rules for Great Spotters & Great Drivers

[Ed Note - The first half of this article appeared in our Spring 2009
issue]
RULE NUMBER FOUR FOR SPOTTERS
When we are four wheeling there is a
lot going on. There is engine noise,
other vehicles moving around, people
talking and sometimes a lot of distance between the spotter and the
driver who may be in the middle of an
obstacle. In such situations verbal
signals are not always the most effective way to communicate.
With that in mind, rule #4 of great
spotting is...
* A great spotter will make sure that
the driver understands the hand signals he uses. You can do this while
you are having your little drivers
chat.
DRIVER RULES FOR GREAT SPOTTING
At this point the article has been
mainly about spotters but DRIVERS can
have a HUGE part in how organized or
disorganized spotting is around his
vehicle. Oddly enough, drivers can do a
lot to encourage great spotting. In
fact, when a driver knows great spotting he can do certain things that can
force a spotter to follow the rules
without ever saying a word.
Neat, huh? The question is, “How?”
DRIVER RULE NUMBER ONE
Whether or not he will be spotted is
up to the driver and the driver should
be the one who decides if he wants a
spot or not. The means that drivers
rule #1 is...
* Ask for a spot or specify that you
do not want a spot.
If you do NOT want a spot it is sometimes helpful to say it loud enough to
be heard over all of the noise of the
run (or, really, to make sure everyone
hears you). “Iím ok without a spotter
for right now, thanks!” does the job
well and no one gets their feelings
hurt. Saying, “right now”, leaves the
door open in case you change your mind.

w w w . g l f w d a . o r g

DRIVER RULE NUMBER TWO
The spotter may not instinctively know that if
he stops moving you should stop moving. In
fact, he may even ask you why you stopped moving. Here rule #2 comes in...
* If spotter is not moving or directing you in
some way then donít move. It should always be
like this...if the spotter directs you, you
move, if the spotter stops directing, you stop
moving.
DRIVER RULE NUMBER THREE
In the event that your spotter does not practice Spotter Rule #3 ñ the rule about creating
a bond then and you - the driver, can make it
happen all by himself. Driver rule #3 is...
* Lock on to your spotter and tune everyone
else out.
This accomplishes another effect. With the
driver and the spotter locked on each other the
observers (would be spotters) quickly learn
that you are not listening to them, you are
listening to the spotter. Once they catch on to
this they will start yelling at the spotter and
not at you.
IN SUMMARY
For the record, a lot of these issues would
not need to be brought up if more folks just
backed off spotting and focused on watching the
spotter and learning from him.
Fortunately, it is a lot easier to teach drivers how to pay attention to spotters and to
teach spotters how to get drivers to focus on
them than it is to teach every person on every
trail-run to not try to help with spotting. It
is just human nature to help out. (non-spotters, are you getting a message here?)
This being the case, our expectations of spotters and drivers needs to be set correctly.
When both the driver AND the spotter are on the
same page all the yelling in the world wonít
make a darn bit of difference.
Ed. Note: Daniel Stra is the Founder of The
JonFund 4X4 club <http://www.jonfund.com>, one
of the strongest and largest 4 wheel drive
clubs in the US. He has been involved with offroading in one form or another since 1990.
Comments should be addressed to
jonfund@jonfund.com. Article used by permission. © Daniel Stra
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By: Robert DeVore

Report From Our UFWDA
Delegate

This is my assessment and report following the United
Four Wheel Drive Associations (UFWDA) Annual
General Meeting (AGM). UFWDA finds itself, like
many volunteer organizations, strapped in trying to
accomplish their mission. Due to business decisions
and current economic times they have had to let go
their paid office staff and depend on volunteers. The
Association itself is only as good as its volunteers and
this is where we are fortunate, because those that have
stepped up are working diligently to accomplish their
tasks.

Membership Dues reduction at our next Quarterly Membership Meeting on July 12 in Kalamazoo); and restoring
Carla Boucher as a paid employee in lieu of a retainer with
an hourly rate. (Carla has yet to be reinstated as of the
writing of this article, and I reaffirm to one and all that we
are watching this issue very closely.) Although there were
a number of other issues, I feel these are of greatest
importance to the Membership. As time permits, I do
intend to scan the Annual Report provided and make it
available on our web site.

The AGM’s closing dinner included a presentation by Tony
Eeds wherein he took us through the process of creating
One of the items that came out of the AGM was a
an ORV Recreational Area using Federal RTP Funds. The
UFWDA Organizational Alignment that was put together by Michael Paris, a UFWDA Member. He took parties involved have a tremendous amount of volunteer
the time to identify and illustrate using an organizational hours involved as they have worked over the last three
and a half years to create this ORV Recreational Area.
chart all the tasks that need to be accomplished to
Let me say that again, all of their volunteer hours have
allow UFWDA to fulfill their role in championing Land
been on their own dime with some help from the Texas
Access Rights for Full-Size Users. Hopefully with this
Motorized Trails Coalition http://
tool and more volunteers recognizing they can make a
www.texasmotorizedtrails.com/index.html
which was
contribution, no matter how big or small, the various
tasks can be spread across the many instead of the few. created for the sole purpose of creating the ORV Recreational Area. Those of us in attendance learned a great
deal and intend to apply what we learned in our own
I digress for a moment here, for we here at Great
areas. Here in Michigan, the Federal RTP Funds are
Lakes Four Wheel Drive Association (GLFWDA)
depend on our volunteers as well. I cannot say thanks distributed through the Michigan Department of Natural
enough to those that are working to make this Associa- Resources (MDNR). The MDNR historically has used
these funds as a sort of slush fund to accomplish their own
tion as great as it is. If you have a little time (or a lot)
and are willing to help the Land Use Committee contact goals and desires. As we continue to work for legislation
changes, we will also work to gain access to the Federal
Pat Brower @ trail_fanatic@hotmail.com; PR ComRTP Funds for our projects as well.
mittee contact Wayne Rynbrand @
wrynbrand@yahoo.com; Trail Ride Committee contact
I left the AGM energized and charged with a multitude of
Tim Tull @ tttull@charter.net; Kevin Bentz
webmaster@glfwda.org is handling all of our Web Site issues added to my to-do-list. In closing, I wish to thank
issues place the GLFWDA Store. These are just a few one and all for the opportunity to represent this Great
Association at the AGM and ask that you keep doing
of the folks working to help this Association, Our
whatever you can to continue to Help Support the Sport.
Association. If you don’t have the time to spare, how
about dropping them a PM or E-mail just to say
Bob DeVore (aka Jarhead)
Thanks.
Now I shall return to the intention of this article. Of all
the topics we discussed in great detail over the course
of a couple of days was a restructuring of UFWDA’s
dues structure to $15.00 for a Member who is a
member of an Local/Regional Association/Club and
$20.00 for a Individual member with no Association/
Club affiliation (which will allow us to propose a
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FromQuarterly
the Editor...Minutes
GLFWDA

This is will be my final edition as Editor of the
Boondocker. As most of you know, I am really good
at biting off more than I can swallow, then trying to
chew chew chew to get it down. On top of the
GLFWDA and UFWDA stuff I have going on, this is
the year that I am supposed to be preparing for the
Uniform CPA Exam so I can finally quit explaining that
while I am not a CPA, “I did sleep at a Holiday Inn
Express last night.” Taxes, financial statements and
budgets are the things I do best; pictures and words
and editing are not, and unfortunately it has taken me
way too long to get each edition ready for print. I have
a renewed appreciation for the work Lucas put into
making the Boondocker a great publication - I’m going
to pass it along before I do any permanent damage to
it! JR Osborne will be taking over ASAP, and hopefully get the Boondocker back on a more regular
schedule than I have been able to maintain.
-Paul Hittie
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Great Lakes Four Wheel Drive Assoc.
c/o Paul Hittie
2444 E. Hill Rd.
Grand Blanc, MI 48439

DATED MATERIAL DO NOT DELAY

w w w . g l f w d a . o r g

24

Summer 2009

