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Content for The Boondocker is provided by association members. We
would be glad to receive you articles, pictures, event dates, technical writeups or tails from the trail. Take a few minutes to write up some highlights
of your most recent club event or off-pavement excursion and be sure to
include pictures! You may see your event in the next issue!
Please note that any submission for the next Boondocker should
be sent via e-mail to editor@glfwda.org before September 15, 2013.
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Calendar of Events
Summer Dog Party
August 4th
Twisted Trails
Compemish, MI
MSG’s D.O.A
August 16-18
Drummond Island, MI

ED
L
E
C
CAN

GLFWDA Quarterly Meeting
Held Via Conference Call
August 5th @ 7:00pm
Two Trackers Wheelin’
for a Cure
September 14
Dorr, MI
(See Dtails Page 6)
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A note from the Editor
I hope all of our members have had a great start to their 2013
wheeling season! It’s been a busy one for me including trips
to Silver Lake Sand Dunes, Mesick, MI, Harlan County, Ky,
and Butler, PA for wheeling, plus various other club events,
Jeep nights, meetings and even a parade thrown in. I covered
the GLFWDA booth at the Jeep Blessing this year and got to
meet a bunch of great people - From 40 year veterans of the
sport, all the way down to folks that had purchased their first
4x4 vehicle within a few weeks of the event. We had 18 new
members sign up at this year’s blessing and 2 renewals - A
great showing of support. Next time we set up, we hope to be
taking credit cards via our smartphones so we should have
even more! As per usual, I’d like to urge all of our member
clubs and individual members to consider writing an article
for the Boondocker and send it along with some pictures. I
love to showcase all the great stuff we are doing out there!

DON’T FORGET!
To help our association save unnecessary
expenses, this publication can be viewed and
printed online in a PDF format for no cost. Also,
as a benefit, the online version is available for
download typically a week or more before the
paper copies can be printed, mailed, and
delivered!

Stories and articles are submitted from various Association
Members. The views and opinions expressed in the stories
and articles within are solely those of the individual, or individuals who submitted said stories or articles. Great Lakes
Four Wheel Drive Association neither advocates, endorses,
nor recommends any of the said views or opinions.

Please contact the Membership Secretary and
ask her to remove you from the mailing list for this
paper copy.
Past issues are available at
www.glfwda.org/boondocker.html
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President’s Message
I would like to start this message with a gigantic thank you and job well done to Derek and Heather
Roberts, Rocks & Valleys and all the sponsors (especially Great Lakes Four Wheel Drive Association) for
hosting another successful 3-day for the CURE event. The event consisted of 81 pre-registered vehicles, 150
rigs pressent, 300 attendees and a whopping $5,100 raised; besides 350 hot dogs were consumed. I was asked
by Derek and Heather to lead a group for the day. I accepted the responsibility and it was such a pleasure going
off-highway with new friends along with many others from previous trips
By now everyone is in high gear and getting ready to go enjoy some off-highway wheelin’. Preparation
is key for that “stellar” trip you’re planning. Packing the kitchen sink isn’t always an option most of the time
due to limited space. Do the best you can to the terrain you are about to tread on and pack accordingly. A
PRE-TRIP vehicle inspection is cheap insurance and should consist of mechanical operation, personal items
and safety equipment. Ask yourself, will I be ready for that “what if” moment? Have you notified someone
where you’re going and when you will return? Better yet are you taking a friend with you wheelin’? A few
good off-highway reminders are: no open toed shoes, have a spare the same size as your other four tires, tow
point’s (front and rear), battery tie down, first-aid kit and peat-sorb. Always TREAD LIGHTLY. Think ahead
and be safe. I wish you all a great summer! In closing I would like to share one of my “what if” moments.
Thinking ahead, hoping for the best and preparing for the worse got us back just in a nick of time.
My first trip to Drummond Island went something like this. Myself, my fiancé, brother and his wife
set out on that famous “three hour tour”. We were enjoying the ride, and then I hear across the CB “Dude I’m
stuck”. I looked down and my tires also became clogged and began to churn up this sticky, sicken clay from
the rutted 2 track we were on. Idling along getting closer to my brother I could see he was getting his yank
strap ready, but the look on his face when he found out his hitch pin was missing was as about as priceless as
my face as I tried to turn from the slimy ruts that held me captive as I slowly plowed forward. Now both stuck
in the sinking clay we began to formulate a plan. I had an extra pin, and an old army shovel and my brother had
“the plan”. We stopped and looked around at all of our options. We used our heads combined with the tools
we had versus heavy gas pedals and blunt force. We were able to get ourselves out of the condition we were in.
We weren’t out of the woods yet however, as we had carburetion issues, directional issues, and weather just to
name a few. Seemed one of us always had just enough to get the other out of the issues that faced us. Finally,
we made it to a paved road, stopped and gave each other a much needed brotherly hug. Late, dirty, wet and
reeking of b.o., we pulled into our niece’s rehearsal dinner and had a “stellar” story to share with our family
and friends.
Ask yourself, will I be ready for that “what if” moment?
I hope you feel my passion for the sport. When asked to fill this position I was concerned I could not
fulfill the legislation duties set before me. Accepting the position, and with some good advice from a friend,
here I am. Great Lakes needs to move upward and onward on that golden path of keeping our public lands
open for ORV use. I feel we need to set aside our fears, differences and egos so we can support and be proud
of our sport. We should STAND TALL and band together for what we believe in. I would urge you to please
inquire about a position with Great Lakes if you are motivated. Growing our membership by having strength
in numbers and pride for the land we TREAD on is what we need to do to prevail. The next time you see a
fellow wheeler introduce yourself and “support the sport” fore without that we become extinct. Please TREAD
LIGHTLY! Have a great summer! Be safe, smart and plan ahead.
Patrick Beldock
AKA: Rover

The Boondocker
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Land Use Report

by Rob Lawrence

Legislation Bills
There are a number of bills winding through the Michigan Legislature that impact our sport, as follows:
·HB 4669 (Rep. Jon Bumstead) will increase the ORV sticker price starting in 2014. Currently within
the bill there would be two tiers of stickers. The base sticker, at $26.25 would cover ORV’s that only used
the act under PA280 where they are driving on the shoulder of the road. For trails/routes that require an ORV
sticker as well as parks such as Silver Lake, Drummond Island and Saint Helen you would require the full
ORV sticker priced at $36.25. The allocation for funding will stay the same as what is currently in place, so
this will generate more funds into the ORV appropriations to be used for maintenance, new development,
etc. Raising this price has been long overdue and this comes at a time when sticker prices throughout the
state are going up as well (i.e. hunting licenses). This has not been finalized at this point, but it is likely that
this will take affect into the state budget starting for 2014.
· SB 50 (Rep. Thomas Casperson) has recently been combined with HB4284 and HB 4299 which were
geared towards changes for ATV users. SB50 greatly helps our sport by prohibiting the DNR from requiring
group permits for group ORV riding on department owned lands (i.e. frozen water, state trails & routes,
forest roads, etc). Note that events that trigger a permit will still be required to request this permit from the
DNR. Such examples are events that charge for the event (i.e. SnoFari, SnoBlind, etc).
·SB 68 (Geoff Hanson) as stated in our last boondocker issue senate bill 68 creates a number of issues
for our sport and cannot pass as it is currently formed. Thankfully with pushback from our involvement in
the ORVAC as well as others this been has stalled. We will continue to keep track of the process on this and
take action as needed.
Federal Lands (USFS)
You may recall from a few years ago the case of Meister vs. U.S. Forest Service, which called out “issues” with
snowmobiling and hunting on semi-primitive areas. This case was settled some time ago but Meister recently
modified his claim after not achieving his goal in the initial claim. This new lawsuit now included ORV’s into
the mix, and since we have vested interest in the outcome of the case we filed for Intervener status. Thankfully
after filling for Intervener status on the federal lawsuit we found out the case was dropped.
Other areas of Interest
We, the Land Use Committee, recently spent quite a bit of time reviewing the Michigan State Forest Plan. This
plan is an extensive document stating all of the usage of each of the Michigan state forest sections. After
reviewing the plan, GLWFDA Land Use Committee found the language in the Kirtland Warbler Forest area to
have a negative impact on our sport. The verbiage basically gave rights to close trails in this area without
warning and without any need for a plan to replace or reopen. We provided feedback on these issues and we are
happy to report that it was well received and the language has been removed.
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GLFWDA Reaches Out to More MI Clubs

by Paul Hittie

events and get-togethers planned. I had the opportunity
to discuss some of the happenings at GLFWDA,
benefits of membership, and some of the programs we
offer such as trail maintenance and 4WD Awareness
training. The next day was the total opposite – Thumb
Jeeps had about ten or twelve members present, and
the meeting was held in a small storefront; Blue Water
Jeep Owners had their first annual business meeting in
a huge, warehouse-like space with scads of parking, a
big place to meet and eat, and dozens of members and
their families present. I was first introduced to the
President of Blue Water Jeep Owners back in January
at SnoFari, and was surprised to hear they had a mailing
list of over a hundred Jeep enthusiasts, especially since
I had never heard of them. Armed with a stack of
Boondockers and teamed up with Ed Schroeder again,
we made a short presentation to the group with a little
of the history of GLFWDA, some of the programs and
events held each year by our member clubs, and some
of the opportunities for them to get involved with the
Association. Again, we stuck around to answer some
individual questions from their members, and then we
all went outside for a safety and winching demonstration
by our own Jim Rutkofske, who is also a BWJO
member. Good folks, good times, and I get fed twice
in two days!

Recently I had the opportunity to meet with a couple
of newly formed clubs on behalf of GLFWDA, and to
reconnect with a long established club as well.
Back around the first of the year, I was contacted by
UFWDA Environmental Affairs Director Jason
Church. Jason, like many of the current UFWDA
movers and shakers, is from Michigan. Jason had been
working on making contact with clubs not affiliated
with UFWDA, and since he calls MI home that was
where he started to make his contacts. He received a
favorable reply from Oakland County-based Dirty
Minds Jeep Club, and as he was setting up an
appointment to visit with them he contacted GLFWDA
to see if we would be interested in making the visit as
well. While I know a handful of DMJC members, I
had not had a chance to meet the club and discuss
GLFWDA/UFWDA membership so I accepted his
invitation. We also contacted Ed Schroeder, who
represents GLFWDA at events like the Jeep Blessing
in Mesick every year. The three of us attended a
weeknight meeting (in February, so it gave me an
excuse to take an evening off from my usual tax season
“stuff”) and were welcomed by more than 30 DMJC
members. I had drawn the short straw for the evening,
so after Jason and Ed made introductory remarks I took
the floor to discuss the recent accomplishments of
GLFWDA, and the current status of several legislative
proposals working through Lansing. We also fielded a
number of questions from the members, both during
and after the presentation. The evening overall went
well, and hopefully we will find more opportunities to
work with DMJC in the future.

If you belong to a club that is not yet part of GLFWDA,
and would like someone from the Association to come

Visit Great Lakes Four Wheel
Trail Use Guidelines!
Events!
Forums!

The two invitations to meet with newer MI-based clubs
took me east in April – on back to back days, I met
with the recently formed Thumb Jeeps in Mayville,
and Blue Water Jeep Owners Club in Port Huron. I
found Thumb Jeeps on a national Internet forum for
Jeep owners a year or more ago as they were just
coming together, and was invited to their first annual
meeting. They are a smaller group than DMJC or Blue
Water Jeep Owners, but have a full calendar of 2013

Photos!

Clubs!

WWW.GLFWDA.ORG
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Check out our Current Offers
by visiting:
www.jeeperz-creeperz.com
Earn up to $200 in rebates! See our website for details!

We carry these brands and many more!
,I\RX¶UHORRNLQJWRDFFHVVRUL]H\RXUGDLO\GULYHURURXWILW\RXUH[SHGLWLRQYHKLFOHZHFDQKHOS
Stop by our showroom or shop online! Find us on Facebook or follow us on Twitter!

www.jeeperz-creeperz.com
1627 Eureka Rd Wyandotte, MI 48192
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Spring Meeting Minutes
c. Looking to partner with other outdoor
groups to promote the sport
XIII. Trail Ride Committee Report
a. Gitchie Gumee is coming back, look for
registration May 1 and DOA registration
early May
XIV. 4WD Safety Awareness
a. Working with various vendors and parks,
including Silver Lake for training. UP
members have also expressed an interest
in training and have are considering
locations in IN and WI
XV. Land Use Report – KOTARO
a. Rob Lawerence presented
b. Bill 4299 to extend PA 240 for county
roads all through MI
c. SB 50, Number of people for events would
no longer be needed, notification to DNR
would still be required
d. SB 68, Creation of the new ROV as a new
class, also classifies an ORV as a vehicle
not intended for on road use with nonDOT tires
e. SB 69, ORVs on ice limited to 2 riders
f. SB 79, Intended to take out “BioDiversity” from Land Use decisions
g. Drummond Island, Tight Twisties issues
caused by “Blow Down.” Issues also
caused by ineffective markings and
lumbering
XVI. Trail Maintenance
a. Special Maintenance grant for St. Helen
Rocks
b. ATV Offroad will cover Bummer’s Roost
c. Anyone can do trail maintenance, and can
work with GLFWDA, local clubs, and
other ways
d. Paul Hittie and GLFWDA was awarded
ORV Trail Maintenance award from
State of Michigna
XVII. Old Business
a.
None

I. Call to Order: 5:06 pm am Eastern Standard Time
II. Introduction of Executive Board
Paul Hittie, Pam East, Carl Jarema, Dave
Smith
III. Approval of Minutes: Minutes were unanimously
approved
IV. President’s Report
a. No Report
V. Vice President’s Report
a. Spending time getting to know and reach
out to clubs that are not currently part of GLFWDA
VI. Secretary’s Report
a.
Nothing to report
VII. Treasurer’s Report
a. Dues income is up and so is associate
membership income
b. Boondocker, UFWDA, and Trail
Maintenance are big budget items
approaching
c. Colin Hansen Donation of $150
d. Pat Bower motioned to extend Cheap
Thrills membership to June 4th. Motion
unanimously passed
VIII. Membership Secretary’s Report
a. Current plan is to do memberships in
batches instead of one or two at a time
b. Russ motioned to limit GLFWDA logoed
material to active members
a. Motion passed with all Yays, and
1 abstention
IX. Associate Membership Secretary’s Report
a. More Boondockers needed to hand out to
Associate Members
X. Web Site Administrator’s Report
a. Updates on going
XI. Boondocker Editor’s Report
a. Please share photos and stories for the
Boondocker
XII. PR Committee
a. Placemats coordinated with local events
b. Safetey training planned for the end of
October, some offroad parks have
offered

see Minutes pg 18
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Meet Our Land Use Committee Chairman

by Rob Lawrence

No, that’s not BBQ that you smell, that’s my has provided me with some insight to Great Lakes Four
jeep! If you happen to run across me on the trail or at a Wheel Drive Associations Land Use efforts, and
local off-road park you may notice me from the unique ultimately what lead me to volunteer as Land Use
smell of my propane powered 4x4. For those who don’t Committee Chairman.
As the new Land Use Committee Chairman I
formally know me, my name is Rob Lawrence, and I
am currently based in Auburn, Michigan (Near have a lot to learn but am very eager to get started.
During the first few months
Midland/Bay
City/
I will be working to pick up
Saginaw). I have been
some of the initiatives that
actively wheeling my 1983
Pat Brower, the previous
Jeep CJ-7 since 2004 and
chairman, has been working
enjoying many other various
on and understanding what
outdoor activities like
I can do to help the
hunting, fishing, hiking, and
organization succeed in its
camping.
current
direction.
I joined Great Lakes
Ultimately the success of
Four
Wheel
Drive
our Land Use efforts will be
Association in 2008 when I
through the assistance and
became a member of the Triparticipation of the
City Trail Riders. Initially I
Rob and his 83 CJ7 at Sault Trussel Offroad Park
members
of
this
joined my local club looking
for other folks that were interested in the sport, but organization. My goal in my new role is to identify
found that I really enjoyed helping with GLFWDA opportunities for membership participation, actively
activities, such as ORV Route trail maintenance. monitor and report initiatives, and efficiently
Currently I am serving as the President of the Tri-City communicate Land Use issues. If you see Land Use
Trail Riders and recently lead an initiative with the Issues or Opportunities in your area then please feel
club to create a special use grant for some maintenance free to contact me at landuse@glfwda.org.
required on our trail system. Working through this grant

For all your Jeep needs, see the experts at...
2170 US 31 North, Petoskey, MI
The Boondocker
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Two Trackers Forest Clean-up
In 1998 the Two Trackers Four Wheel Drive
Club started a cleanup event in the Silver Creek Area
of the Manistee National Forest. This original 20 acre
area was chosen because of the garbage, building
materials, and other junk illegally dumped in the forest.
At that original event with 12 members present, four

by Greg Wischmeyer

hoes are standard with all groups.
Over the past 15 years the cleanup has brought
in 160,000 pound of shingles and roofing material,
5572 tires, 1250 cubic yards of trash, 229 gallons of
hazardous waste, and 3 abandoned vehicles. This is a
noble undertaking that has gone on while most folks
may sleep in, drink coffee in a warm house and watch
TV on their Saturdays off.
TheTwo Trackers works closely with the US
Forest Service to coordinate the areas to be targeted.
Roll off dumpsters, a tractor trailer for tires and other
details do not just happen on their own. The teams
spread out scouting and loading as they go. About noon
the sound of
vehicles rumbling
back to the drop off
d u m p s t e r s
increases. I know
that this also
coincides with
rumbling stomachs
that are anticipating
the lunch cookout in the nearby park.
It is nice to get a good turn out as the Two
Trackers and many other club members from around
the state eagerly anticipate spring and summer. Most
likely the next time some of these guys and gals get
together they will not be slinging cinder blocks,
shovelfuls of trash, and tires. They most likely will be
sharing the warm sunshine of Silver Lake Sand Dunes,
the cool breeze coming ashore on Drummond Island,
or the many miles of trails and two tracks throughout
the great state of Michigan.
Photos by Greg Wischmeyer

Two Trackers, Mike Hennig, Pat Brower, Frank
Ringwold, and Bill Sherwood were there. They have
not missed a cleanup since!
At this 2013 cleanup 79 four wheels along with
their family and friends registered. This number has
gone over 100 folks some years but this Mid- Michigan
April started with
temperatures hovering at
the freezing mark. After
registration there is a
drivers meeting and
teams are given maps and
assigned to different
areas. The Club has now
“adopted” 36,000 acres
of forest. With this much area to cover, critical scouting
runs identify target areas. Heavier debris loads are
giving larger trailers, pick-trucks , and sometimes a skid
steer. Smaller
tighter trails
are assigned
short wheel
base vehicles
with utility
trailers.
Shovels,
rakes,
and
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Gr e a t L a k e s S t o r e :
C l o t h i n g , G e a r, & M o r e !

LET ‘EM KNOW... YOU
SUPPORT THE SPORT!
Order Online @ www.glfwda.org/store/

front

back

T- S h i r t s $ 1 2

Long Sleeves

GLFWDA Hoodies!
Just $24!

Endangered

4” or 6” GLFWDA

Also available: Sweat-shirts,
Long Sleeved Shirts, and more!
Special Order items also available: Jackets,
etc... Custom Lettering Available for most articles. Contact our vendor directly for custom
orders at www.feemb.net or contact the Store
Manager for more information.
Store Manager
Kevin Bentz
1627 Eureka Rd.
Wyandotte, MI 48192
store@glfwda.org

The Boondocker

Be sure to specify mens
or womens and the size of
clothing when ordering.
Most clothing sizes are
available from Medium
up to 3XL.
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Bantam Heritage Jeep Festival
It had sounded like a pretty good outing the first time I
actually heard about the Bantam Jeep Heritage Festival
in Butler, Pennsylvania. After all it’s the birthplace of
the first Jeep rolling off of the assembly line! It had
history, events, activities, trails, courses, vendors,
shows, Jeep lovers extraordinaire and mega Jeeps! How
could you go wrong? So a fellow club member and
his family registered in April and my wife and I
registered in early May and Ed (ed. Note – That’s me!)
going last minute, he had to register at the event. So
we had 3 rigs from What Lies Beyond Jeep club doing
the 6 hour trek to Butler Thursday morning for a special
Father’s Day weekend. After arriving we got camp set
up, enjoyed a nice evening at the campfire and were
excited for the Friday activities to begin.

by Jim Woodend

check out their scratch and dent merchandise deals.
After the flag raising ceremony we walked through a
Jeep museum with many different vintages of Jeeps,
all of which looked like they just came out of the factory
door.
After spending some time walking around viewing
Jeeps, vendor tents, Jeep concept vehicles and used
items for sale we decided it was time to check out the
different courses they had set up. After all we brought
our Jeeps to show and wheel! After spending some
time mounting our recently purchased GoPro camera
to the front push bar, it was time to enter the

Even before we arrived at the festival, you could get a
good indication from the Bantam website and Facebook
page that this was a very organized event, especially
seeing it was only their third year in doing so. They
must have a very good team of volunteers to put on

Mark on the Rocks at the Playground

“Playground”. They had a fairly mild dirt course with
some ups and downs and telephone poles to get the
suspension flexing. Climbing up one dirt hill brought
you to some telephones poles set up as a bridge to cross
that a spotter guided you while driving over them from
one end to the other(kinda neat). Mark and Ed were
then all over conquering the rock course while we

Vintage Jeeps in the Museum Area

see Bantam pg 16

such a massive event and relocating the festival to a
new and much larger area to boot.
When we arrived at the festival grounds Friday morning
I was surprised to see what a massive area they had
marked out for all of the weekend activities. The first
thing that caught my eye was the giant inflatable Jeep,
so of course we had to get our picture taken next to it
just to put it’s enormous size into perspective. We then
scurried down to the Quadratec’s huge vendor tent to
13
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Associate Membership Directory
Warn Industries, Inc.
13270 SE Pheasant Ct
Milwaukie, OR 97222
www.warn.com
800-543-9276

Rocks & Valleys Off-road Park
US 127 between Clare &
Harrison
989-539-1448

The Dam Site inn
US 31, 1.5 miles
South of Pellston
231-539-8851
www.damsiteinn.com

Jeeperz Creeperz
www.jeeperz–creeperz.com
1627 Eureka Rd.,
Wyandotte, MI 48192
734–281–8141
sales@jeeperz–creeperz.com
Contact: Kevin Bentz

Michigan Truck Spring
3649 Wolf Road
Saginaw, MI 48601
800-358-4751

Riverwalk Place
Gladwin, MI
www.riverwalkplace.net

Michigan Wheelers
www.michiganwheelers.com
Ironman Offroad
Dale Stroebel
Saginaw, MI 48609
989-832-7538
ironmanoffroad@gmail.com
Bundy Hill Offroad Park
www.bundyhilloffroad.com
9960 E Chicago
Jerome, MI 49249

Daystar Products
International
841 South 71st Ave
Phoenix, AZ 85043
www.daystarweb.com
623-907-0081
Brown Motors
170 US-31 N.
Petoskey, MI 49770
231-439-3673
www.brownmotors.com

GLFWDA Club Listing & Contact Info
Drummond Island Off Road Club
33655 S. Townline Rd
Drummond Island, MI 48726
Mid–MichiganFourwheelers
Member since 1990
Director: Ron Roggow
4125 Roosevelt
Hemlock, MI 48626
Mud, Sweat, and Gears
Member since 1987
www.msg4x4club.com
Director: Tim Yocum
tim.yocum@koltanbar.com
SoFO – Michigan
Member since 2005
Website:sofo.glfwda.org
31026 West Chicago
Livonia, MI 48150
734.776.6072

Tri–City Trail Riders
Member since 2003
Director: Steve Gradowski
1634 Hotchkiss Rd
Freeland MI 48623
nvrenuf@gmail.com

Two Trackers Four Wheel Drive Club,
Inc.
PO Box 88063
Kentwood, MI 48518-9998
www.twotrackers.com
www.twotrackers.org

The Sundowners
Cheap Thrills Off Road
6532 S. 26th St.
Member since 2011
www.cheapthrillsoffroad.com Scotts, MI 49088
wrynbrand@yahoo.com.
Troll Fourwheelers
Member since 1993
c/o Dusty Maat
526 N. Lake St Lot #7
Boyne City, MI 49712
dmaat@hotmail.com
What Lies Beyond Jeep Club
Member since 2007
PO Box 718
Flint, MI 48501
www.whatliesbeyond.org

UNITED FOUR WHEEL DRIVE
ASSOCIATIONS
P.O. Box 316
Swartz Creek, MI 48473
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Bantam Jeep
from page 13

videoed and went over the milder rock course (Ed
described it as gravel with a few rocks around the
perimeter, just right for me). We opted not to do the
mud pit as the Jeep Invasion in downtown Butler was
later in the afternoon.
From the Playground we decided to go on one of the
onsite trail rides that went through an adjacent woods.
It started out pretty open and then got tighter with muddy
ruts(it had rained pretty hard the day before) so it didn’t
take us long to have souvenir mud clumps everywhere
and sitting still for periods while others had to be
recovered. It was a nice way to begin our first festival
and we all had a great day.

with little to no wait time. It was amazing to see not
only the number of Jeeps participating, but the number
of spectators that came to enjoy the event as well.
There were several activities taking place and the trail
ride lines were getting larger by the minute. We had
signed up for the Mystery Road Rally and we were given
a map with clues for you to find landmarks all around
Butler County (great way to see the rural area). Had a
brake caliper seize up during the rally right next to an
automotive garage. The repair was to take an hour so
we walked down to the corner to the Meridian Station
Gift Shop where they were grilling cheeseburgers for
their Garden Tour guests. They were a friendly group
that welcomed us as we had lunch near their gazebo.
They were also interested in hearing if we were enjoying

by: Paul Hittie

Military Jeeps at the Downtown Butler Invasion Friday

Later in the afternoon it was time to head to downtown
Butler for the Jeep Invasion. They close off the streets
for an hour ahead of time and then just allow Jeeps into
downtown for the Jeep show. The main street through
town is all on a gradual hill and we were fortunate to
be about half way along it. By the time we got to the
top of the hill on main street and back to where we
were parked, the rest of the downhill street was just
full of nothing but Jeeps and Jeep viewers. I couldn’t
believe the number of Jeeps and people in that small
town that evening! It was an awesome sight and we
loved looking at everyone of them…no two alike!
Saturday morning we were met with a 1 ½ mile line at
the festival entrance. All of a sudden we realized how
fortunate we were to have done the activities on Friday

The Boondocker

“Jane’s Jeep, Jim’s Project” on display at the Festival

the Jeep Festival as they took pictures of us to put on
their Facebook page.
The festival grounds had Jeeps and people everywhere.
There was quite a group of spectators at the Playground
to watch the attempts at the mud pit. Jeepers got big
cheers whether they made it through or not. Mark got
in line at the staging area for another guided trail ride
in the woods while Jane and I did the Playground dirt
course again, this time with Jane driving and me
videoing. She was a little apprehensive but did a great
job. By the time we completed the dirt course and
walked around and looked at the Jeeps in the Show ‘n
Shine we found it time to head over to the campground
where we had preregistered for the Pig Out. A pig roast
see Bantam pg 18
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Spring Meeting Minutes
from page 9

XVIII. New Business
A. Investigating was to increase social media
involvement and post on multiple
a. Membership numbers are up in the last
few months, but over the last few years, still down
b. Award Nominations are open, Please
Nominate members
c. UFWDA yearly meeting is in CO, if you
are interested in becoming a GLFWDA contact Paul.
GLFWDA can assist with flight, hotel, and other fees
d. Elections in October for VP, Secretary,
and Membership Secretary.
XIX. Club Reports
A. Two Trackers
a. Spring Clean-up went great
b. Looking at changes to Clean up next year
c. September 14th wheeling for a cure
(see ad on Pg 6)
B.Trolls
a. Color Tour still on for 2013
C. What Lies Beyond
a. Rolling along with monthly meetings
D. Tri-City trail riders
a.Working on Trail Maintenance and special
grants
E. Sundowners
a. New 100 acre property
b. Jeepin for a cure on May 18
c.Over 30 members
XX. Associate Members Reports
a.None to report
XXI. Upcoming Dates of Importance
XXII. Members Discussion
a.
Meeting Adjourned at 7:52 pm

Bantam Jeep
from page 16

dinner with a bonfire and band playing out by the fire.
The coordinator I spoke to said they had 1,000 people
registered for the Pig Out event. There were a lot of
people in line and a lot of people eating under the big

The Boondocker

top tent. Along with the Pig Out being held in the
campground was the Show ‘n Shine awards ceremony
for a multitude of different categories. The winners were
presented with their trophies and then paraded through
the campground with their trophies and proud of their
Jeeps. It was a great way to cap off the day’s events
and activities.

Monster CJ8 on the grounds at the Festival

Our luck with the great weather ran out Sunday
morning. We woke up to a steady rain shower…you
know the type that just makes it great making breakfast,
packing up your camp and soggy tent in. The weather
radar showed a big red cell right over the Butler area.
With that in mind Jane and I decided to make the 6
hour drive back earlier than anticipated. Our fellow
Jeepers(Mark & Ed) from our WLB club had registered
in advance for the Team Challenge with their time slot
being Sunday 10 am to 2 pm so they were going to
stick around for their event. I found out Monday from
a Bantam Jeep Heritage Festival facebook posting of
all of the show and event winners, that Ed & Mark had
finished 4th in the Team Challenge for the weekend.
Way to go guys!
All in all the weekend exceeded our expectations and
was a lot of fun. There were a lot of different things to
do, vendor tents to browse, encampments to see and
plenty, I mean plenty of Jeeps to gawk over. We are
going to solicit more Jeepers to return with us next year
for another Father’s Day of Jeepin good times!
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Why Become a Member?
In unity there is strength. Great Lakes Four Wheel Drive Association is dedicated to upholding the
rights of citizens, and the continued use of public lands. Public lands belong to its citizens to
RESPECT, to PROTECT, and to ENJOY. If you support these principles, your membership will add
your voice to the millions of other recreationists who are striving to protect their rights and freedoms.
GLFWDA believes, with firm conviction, in this right and this trust. GLFWDA believes that citizens have
the right of access and to enjoy these public lands, by vehicle, as well as by other means. GLFWDA recognizes
that citizens who use these lands, in return, have an obligation to uphold the trust – to respect the land, and so
conduct their activities that the public interests are protected. We invite the cooperation of all in upholding the
right of citizens to continued use of the public lands they jointly own.
We urge individual four-wheel enthusiasts to become members of Four-Wheel Drive Clubs, or to form new clubs,
and to affiliate with the Association. We invite the support and participation of related businesses as Supporting
Associate Members of GLFWDA.

Individual Membership Application

Date: _______________

Screen Name on GLFWDA.org___________________________Other 4WD Affiliations:____________________
Name: __________________________________________________4WD Vehicle:________________________
Address 1: ______________________________________________ Phone Number_______________________
Address 2: ____________________________________________

Interets: _____Trail Rides _____Mud Bogs

City:_________________________ State:_____ Zip:___________
Send your completed application with your check for the $40 yearly individual dues made payable to “Great Lakes Four Wheel Drive Association” to:

_____Camping

_____Rock Crawling

Michelle Borgenson
1691 Wood St
Muskegon, MI 49442

GLFWDA Associate Membership Information:
If you own, operate, or work for a business that might be interested in being a supporting member
of GLFWDA, then we have the deal for you!
5 levels of membership for Associate Members:
Associate Membership Benefits
· Your business information listed in The Boondocker,
a quarterly publication of GLFWDA.
· A Certificate of Appreciation.
· A GLFWDA Window Decal.
· Two (2) ID cards with your GLFWDA Associate
Membership number.
· A chance to be nominated Associate Member of the
Year.
· A welcome to attend all GLFWDA sponsored events.
· Company exposure to four-wheel drive enthusiasts
from all over the country and all around the world
through the GLFWDA website.

Level 1 $62.50/Year Receive 1 copy of The
Boondocker per issue.
Level 2 $125.00/Year Receive four business card size
ads per year in The Boondocker and 5 copies of The
Boondocker per issue.
Level 3 $187.50/Year Receive four quarter-page ads per
year in The Boondocker, 10 copies of The Boondocker
per issue, and a banner ad placed into rotation in the
forums.
Level 4 $250.00/Year Receive four half-page ads per
year in The Boondocker, 15 copies of The Boondocker
per issue, and a banner ad placed into rotation in the
forums.
Level 5 $375/Year Receive four full-page ads per year in
The Boondocker, 20 copies of The Boondocker per ssue,
and a banner ad placed into rotation in the forums.

Remember: No Trails = No Sales!
For more information, please contact our Associate
membership Secretary at amsecretary@glfwda.org
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Spring 2013
Great Lakes Four Wheel Drive Assoc.
c/o Paul Hittie
2444 E. Hill Rd.
Grand Blanc, MI 48439
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