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Great Lakes Four Wheel Drive Association
Great Lakes Four Wheel Drive Association Incorporated is a noncommercial association of four wheel drive
enthusiasts organized for the promotion of interest in maintaining closer contact between four wheel drive clubs and
individuals, to promote cooperation, friendship, conservation, ecology, and to preserve access to public lands through
wise management policies. It shall also provide a network
of communication in the event of disasters or emergencies,
and for the advancement of four wheel drive awareness,
the representation of four wheel drive interests in legislative affairs, and for maintenance of fraternalism by encouraging a high standard of conduct.
GLFWDA is an incorporated association, without capital stock, chartered under the laws of the State of Michigan, and is an exempt organization under Section 501(c)(7)
of the Internal Revenue Service Code of 1986. Its affairs
are governed by the Executive Board of Directors, whose
voting members are elected every two years by the Directors of each member club. The officers are elected or appointed by the Directors. The Association is noncommercial, and no one who could gain financially from the shaping of its affairs is eligible for membership on the Executive
Board.
A bona fide interest in four wheeling is the only essential qualification of membership; ownership of a four wheel
drive vehicle is not a prerequisite. Membership is granted
to anyone within the United States and Canada.
Membership Inquires should be directed to the Membership Secretary. Inquires of a general nature should be
addressed to the Corresponding Secretary or a member
of the Executive Board. Articles for publication should be
sent to the Boondocker Editor.
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Boondocker Submissions
Please note that any submission for the next Boondocker
should be made before November 10, 2006 and be sent
preferably via email to the Editor at editor@glfwda.org

Stories and articles are submitted from various Association
Members. The views and opinions expressed in the stories and
articles within are solely those of the individual, or individuals
who submitted said stories or articles. Great Lakes Four Wheel
Drive Association neither advocates, endorses, nor recommends
any of the said views or opinions.

You can send anything you feel is relevant. Pictures, articles,
event dates, or even an entire article with pictures! Before
you unpack from a trip, write up a story and send it in!
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Capital Crawling

The state Legislature is looking to update trespassing rules in Michigan by
allowing property owners to mark their boundaries with purple paint marks.
Under Senate Bill 499 (Sen. Michelle McManus, R-Lake Leelanau), if identifying
purple paint marks were placed on trees or posts around the property with paint
approved for that purpose by the Department of Natural Resources, the property
would be considered posted in a conspicuous manner against entry. Each paint
mark would have to be a vertical line at least 8 inches in length and the bottom of
the mark would have to be between 3 and 5 feet above the ground. The paint
marks could not be more than 100 feet apart and would have to be placed so
that they were readily visible to people approaching the property. The bill also
would prohibit a person from placing the purple paint marks on another person’s
property to prohibit hunting, fishing, trapping, or other recreational activities
without the written permission of the owner or his or her lessee or agent.
As of this writing, the bill has passed the Senate and is awaiting action on the House floor, having already been approved by
a House committee. There’s no word yet on whether the governor would sign it.
If you have an opinion on this issue, you should contact your state representative. If you’re not sure who that is, visit
www.michiganlegislature.org. Knowing your elected officials is important if you are going to help with the advocacy portion
of the Great Lakes Four Wheel Drive Association.
Often people seem to wonder what good they can do because they don’t have a lot of spare time to help out. But, as the
United Four Wheel Drive Association recently pointed out, you can be an advocate even if you have only have a few
minutes each month to spare.
Below is a great list of ideas UFWDA recently put together. It should get you thinking about what YOU can do to help.
If you have 3 to 5 hours per month, you can join a campaign to clean up an area, campsite or trail; participate in a club or
association committee; work at a community outreach booth on a weekend; take a friend to a club or social event; volunteer on a phone bank; or work to elect recreation-supportive candidates to office.
If you have just 1 to 2 hours available per month, you can write several letters to elected representatives or to newspaper
editors; get to know your local legislator; become more active in your local club; take membership applications and newsletters to libraries and stores; attend a local planning board meeting; or attend a U.S. Forest Service or Michigan DNR
meeting.
If you have only 15 minutes available per month, you can write a letter to a public official to promote recreation opportunities; write a letter to the editor about recreation issues; leave your campsite cleaner than you found it; call new club members to welcome them and ask them to get involved; or write a letter to your legislator on a critical issue.
If you have a mere 5 minutes available per month, you can put a note about club activities in the company newsletter; leave
a copy of your club or association newsletter at work; call or send an e-mail to your elected official; write a contribution
check to a political action fund; or stop on your next trail ride to pick up a broken bottle or crushed can.
No matter how much or how little time you have available, every second counts when it comes to saving four-wheeling. So
figure out how many minutes or hours you can come up with and Support the Sport!
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CALENDAR OF EVENTS
August 25-27, 2006

2006 GLFWDA Quarterly Meetings

Drummond Offroad Adventure
SE MI Mud, Sweat and Gears
Drummond Island, MI

October 8

Mt. Morris (The Mounds)

ORV Advisory Board Meetings 2006

September 22-24, 2006

Visit www.michigan.gov/dnr for details
Nov 8
http://www.midnr.com/publications/pdfs/
ForestsLandWater/ORV/2006ORVSCHEDULE.pdf

Gitchee Gumee - Canadian Offroad Adventure
Blueberry Hill Campground
See Website and flyer this issue for more details

October 7, 2006
The Mounds ORV Park
Day before the Quarterly Meeting

For last minute changes to events or for additional event
information, visit the Great Lakes Four Wheel Drive
Associations web site: www.GLFWDA.org

October 8, 2006
GLFWDA Quarterly Meeting
Flint, MI

If your club wants to put a date on the Boondocker
Calendar, just email the date with a description of the
event and contact information to:
Boondocker Editor
editor@glfwda.org

The details for lodging and specific meeting place
are still not finalized. Many members are anticipating a ride on Saturday at the mounds in addition to
the ride on Sunday. Please keep an eye out on our
website for updates as the time gets closer. Or, feel
free to contact Jim Kitson for any questions.

Treasurer’s Report
Our outgoing cash slightly exceeded our incoming cash for the month of June, due primarily
to the printing costs for the Boondocker, and getting caught up on all of our UFWDA dues
for all of our recent new members and renewals. The GLFWDA website now supports
membership dues payments online through PayPal for both new members and renewals, and
we have received our first successful payments. I will be gathering information over the next
couple of months in order to prepare a budget for 2006; if you have information that would
be helpful or something that should be considered for inclusion in the budget, please send me
an e-mail at phittie1100@comcast.net
Respectfully Submitted,
Paul A. Hittie
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By Bruce Rettig - GLFWDA member #06899 – a.k.a.
GreyBeard

The Internet has vast amounts of wonderful information. The challenge is finding the right information and a good way to
use it. For detailed topographic maps and photos, ExpertGPS is one of those gems that knows where to find and how
to use the available material. ExpertGPS is a piece of software, which can be licensed and is also available for free trial.
I will start with a couple of waypoints (coordinates) from our early July trip to Michigan’s Upper Peninsula. I will enter
them into ExpertGPS and let the software automatically download the supporting maps. Then I will try to transfer the
maps over to OziExplorer and add some information.
Let’s start with the two waypoints. Both are interesting places to visit, and your four wheel drive vehicle will take you
right there, instead of having to hike part of the way.
Name of location Coordinates in degrees & minutes Coordinates in decimal degrees
Gobbler’s Knob N 46 47.1568W 87 43.7389
N 46.785951W 87.728985
Yellow Dog Falls N 46 43.8282W 87 42.1910
N 46.730467W 87.703183
The degrees and minutes format is what my Garmin GPS unit uses as a default and what DeLorme Topo USA 6.0 uses
as default. Since ExpertGPS defaults to the decimal degree format, I converted it for easy input.
Start up ExpertGPS and do a Tools / New Waypoint. (You might have to do a File / New before it will let you
actually do the new waypoint.)
This brings up the Edit Waypoint window. Just put a label (name) on the waypoint, enter the coordinates (latitude and
longitude), and hit OK. By doing this twice, we have waypoints added for each, as shown here.
Notice at the bottom of the window, it says to Doubleclick to set the Active Point
I’ll pick Gobbler’s Knob and do the double click.
You might have to do a View / Show Topo Map. If we
have Enable Internet Map Image Retrieval set on
(from the Map tab), we will automatically get a topographical map downloaded and displayed, with our
waypoint identified.
If we change the View to Show Aerial Photo Map, we
will now get a photo image of the area, still showing our
waypoint.
We can print or export either the topographic map or
photo the map. If we export either map, we can take it
into another program where we can readily alter the map
and use it to navigate with a GPS unit. ExpertGPS also
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will interact with your GPS unit, but I want to get this into
OziExplorer for a couple of reasons.
o Ozi is one of my favorite programs, but it has no
map data. This is the answer to providing those
maps at a reasonable cost (free).
o Ozi also gives me a better way to manage and and
manipulate the data and maps.

www.glfwda.org

Create a free “My Garage” account
at www.bds-suspension.com
and be entered in a drawing to win
4 BDS Gas Charged Shocks!

Under the Map pull down, we select Export Image with
both map image and calibration file boxes checked.
This will end up exporting two files, a PNG file (the
image), and a MAP file (the calibration).
Now I should be able to take these into OziExplorer and
do some more manipulation.
Under the Ozi File menu, pick Load from File and Load
Map File. Find the “.map” file and it will load into
OziExplorer.
From here, I should be able to take some of the track logs
captured as GPL files with DeLorme Topo and pull them
into the Ozi map after converting their format. I used
GPSBabel to convert the GPL files to Ozi style PLT files.
When I open the first track file, it shows driving right up to
the top of Gobbler’s Knob, and exactly how to get there.
Ozi even lets me add a note to the image.

Continued Next Page...
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Gobbler’s Knob is right off of Marquette
county road 510 outside of Big Bay. Here is
the view from the top with both Lake Independence and Lake Superior clearly visible.
We also drove the Alder Creek Truck Trail,
the Bushy Creek Truck Trail, and the Wilson
Creek Truck Trail while we were there. We
were unable to complete the Alder Creek trail
due to an unsafe bridge.

Here is about 56 miles of track log displayed on a
larger scale map. The two main roads in the area are
county road 550 (paved) and county road 510
(unpaved). The three truck trails connect from one
to the other.
Remember the other
waypoint? Here is what
Yellow Dog Falls looks
like. It is definitely worth
the drive if you are in the
area and have 4WD.
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M-F 10am-7pm
Sat 10am-3pm
Closed Sunday

1627 Eureka Rd
Wyandotte, MI 48192
734-281-8141
888-281-0681
FAX: 734-281-2841
www.jeeperz-creeperz.com
sales@jeeperz-creeperz.com

Light Kits Starting at $160
Synthetic Winch Rope
5/16” x 100 foot with soft eye…………….…$150
5/16” x 100 foot with hook……………….…$160
Many more applications available!

CALL FOR PRICING!
TJ/XJ/ZJ Lower Control Arm Brackets…$43.99

Weld-On D-Ring Tabs…$7.50 each
We also offer a complete line of Jeep replacement parts and accessories plus a full
line of performance parts and accessories.
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Pictures: Ari Adler &
Angie"MunchkinJc" Huizar

On Saturday, June 10, a group of 13
vehicles gathered at the Quality Inn
in West Branch for the Great Lakes
Four Wheel Drive Association quarterly trail ride. In Zookeeper’s TJ
were his daughters, Lainee, 10, and
Kenzie, 8. Here’s the story of the
day’s ride, as told by notes from the
back seat. ~ Ari Adler
By Lainee and Kenzie Adler
We were a big group of 13. Most were Wranglers; there were a
couple of Cherokees and a Dodge. Some of the vehicles were
really big. After leaving the parking lot, we were joined by
another Wrangler (Nosilla). We drove to the trails, which
included some water, some fields, lots of woods and plenty of
sand and dust.

On one of the biggest hills we came across, we had a Cherokee
blow a radiator hose. It was scary when all of a sudden the front
started smoking. Some people walked down to the Cherokee,
which was in the middle of the hill. After fixing the hose, we hooked up a winch that had never been used before. The guy with the
winch (John) hadn’t used it, so daddy showed him how. Another Wrangler (joe jeep) hooked up to the back of the first Wrangler to
anchor him so he wouldn’t get pulled down the hill. After the Cherokee got pulled up, it tried to move but only got a few inches before
breaking down again. After we moved the Cherokee out of the way, another Jeep tried to climb the hill but we ended up winching him
up, too. While some people worked on fixing the Cherokee, the rest of us had lunch.
On our way to St. Helens (the Motor Sports area), we found a sign that said the trail we were about to go on was private property, but
it was non-deeded so we just went ahead. Daddy said the trail wasn’t blocked and the sign just asked us to drive slowly. The people
had fenced off their property on each side, but they don’t own the road.
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Also on our way to the St. Helens area, we found a few
good water holes. They were nice and big and deep. When
we drove through them, we made a little wave in front of
the Jeep.
At the St. Helens area, we found some good hills to climb.
They were very sandy. We got stuck on one hill. We made
it almost to the top and then stopped. Daddy kept trying to
drive forward and we were moving inch by inch, inch by
inch, and then daddy went backwards to try again with
more momentum. But when he backed up, we got stuck! So
another guy (joe jeep) towed us out with a strap. We didn’t
have very far to go.
In the back of the St. Helens hills, we found a water hole
that was way too deep for 30-inch tires. Some people said it
was even deeper a couple of weeks before. We decided not
to go through it when someone (Bult4mud) got on the CB
and said, “Ari’s not going through that, is he?” We went
around the top of the hill and to the other side of the water
hole to take pictures for the Boondocker – or that was our
excuse. About four Jeeps went through the water. They
were on taller tires, but on some it went as high as the
fenders. On some Jeeps, water came in through holes
because they didn’t have their plugs in.
After we were ready to go from St. Helens, daddy’s GPS
got confused. But finally we picked a way out. On our way
back to the main road, we had one mud hole that wasn’t
deep; it had muck in it. At first we didn’t know how deep it
was, so we had someone with bigger tires (Ganz) go
through first. Then we drove through but started to sink in
the muck. The sinking was accompanied by the

11
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exhaust making a “blub blub blub” sound. Daddy
backed out of the hole. Then another Jeep with bigger
tires (joe jeep) tried a different way through than the
first Jeep. Following him, we stuck to the right side.
We did exactly the same on the not-so-deep hole that
came afterward. We got through both holes without
anyone having to tow us out.
After we left St. Helens, we had a lot of whoop-Dwoos. At one point, the trail got kind of skinny. We
also had a few times where we were really off camber.
In the back seat, it felt like we were going to flip over
or run into a tree.
The trail ride was really nice, because it had something
for everyone. It was sooooooooooo fun!
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1. Delta Fourwheelers
Member since 1972
Director: George Motes
10332 W. Dodge,
Montrose, MI 48457
gmotes@centurytel.net

GLFWDA Club Listing &
Contact Info

2. Flintstones
Member since 1975
Director: Rich Nowak
1339 S. Vasser, Davison, MI 48423

4. Jackson Stump Jumpers
Member since 1972
Director: Brad Perkins
5614 Larch, Jackson, MI 49201
jacksonstumpjumpers@hotmail.com

3. Golden Triangle
Member since 1978
Director: Darrin Buss
13155 Waters, Chelsea, MI 48118

5. Mid–Michigan Fourwheelers
Member since 1990
Director: Ron Roggow
4125 Roosevelt, Hemlock, MI 48626
6. Mud, Sweat, and Gears
Member since 1987
Website: www.msg4x4club.com
Director: Tim Yocum
tim.yocum@koltanbar.com
7. R.P.M. Off Road
Member since 2002
Director: Steve Kitchen
P.O. Box 347, Evart, MI 49631
8. SoFO – Michigan
Member since 2005
Contact: Jim Roy – Club Secretary
31026 West Chicago
Livonia, MI 48150
sofomich@gmail.com
9. Tri–City Trail Riders
Member since 2003
Director: Steve Gradowski
1634 Hotchkiss Rd
Freeland MI 48623
nvrenuf@gmail.com

For contact information changes,
please email the Editor at:
editor@glfwda.org

10. Troll Fourwheelers
Member since 1993
Website: www.trolls4wdclub.com
7200 Bunker, Indian River, MI 49749
nephd@blazeconnect.net
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The 2006 Jeep Jamboree USA
Drummond Island, Michigan Adventure
By Robert D. Eckert – Member No. 07073
What was I doing? Here I was at age 61 and I had
somehow managed to sign up for a jeep trail ride. Perhaps I thought it would just be scenic countryside tour
with a view of Lake Huron but I guess I really had no idea
what it would be all about. I owned a 2005 Jeep Wrangler SE and had gradually began modifying it for better
off-road use, at least that was what I told myself. Actually
I loved the way the Jeeps look lifted with big tires,
winches and all that neat stuff. It made me feel better
driving down the street and meeting another Jeeper and
giving the friendly wave.
Since I already had the 4.0 Liter in-line 6, I went to see
Kevin Bentz at Jeeperz Creeperz in Wyandotte since I live
in Wyandotte too. We talked and over several months as
I could save up for it, Kevin slowly modified my Jeep into
something that men with hair on their chests drive. Noth-

ing extreme, a simple 2 inch suspension lift, awesome
Interco TrXus 31x10.5-15 tires and new 15x8 American
Racing Black steel rims. A MileMarker SE9500 Winch,
front and rear tow hooks and a ORFab swing out tire and
Gerry can carrier equipped with two 5 gallon steel Gerry
cans and a Hi-Lift 48 inch Jack. The total look was pretty
close to nirvana.
Well, the day came and I had some vacation time coming so
I loaded up the Jeep with supplies, tent, sleeping bag, 12
volt air compressor, tools, enough bottled water to float the
Navy and a new Coleman folding camp chair and my
camera. A quick stop at the bank for a little spending cash
and I headed out to Interstate 75 North for the 6 plus hour
drive. I also should add that after reading Bruce Rettig’s
excellent article on GPS I got myself the Mopar/Garmin
Jeep Trail Guide GPS and had it installed.
The road trip went fine as the Jeep easily did 70 miles an
hour at an easy 2000 RPM with overdrive engaged. More
to my surprise was I made it to the Mackinac Bridge on
14

The Boondocker
one tank of gas. As for gas though, remember I had 10
gallons in those two Gerry cans if I needed it. The trip
across the bridge was nerve wracking and construction
forced me to drive on the metal grate in the center lanes.
The TrXus tires could not find purchase and wandered all
over the place but slowly I made my way across the bridge
and stopped for gas. As the tank was filling I checked the
tire tread and made certain the wing nuts were secure on
the Gerry cans and the Hi-Lift jack, they were. As for the
tires, I thought maybe with all that knobby tread there
would be some wear, but there was nothing worn that I
could see and I was pleased.

www.glfwda.org

Seventy miles further on 75 I turned onto Michigan 134
toward Drummond Island on my way to De Tour Village
where I would take the car ferry across and I was looking
forward to that. Feeling pretty good I was enjoying the
early afternoon weather and wondering where all the other
Jeepers were because I had seen none of them. I got the
feeling that maybe I would be one of very few there for the
Jamboree. De Tour Village finally came up on the road
signs and I headed to the ferry dock. My license plate is a Vietnam Vet plate and in my Jeep weatherproof rain hat
and inside a Jeep that looked like it meant business, I got the real courtesy treatment from the crew. I thought to
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myself, yea and I eat bullets too. Funny thing, not one
other vehicle moved until I drove off that ferry boat, my
head held up proud, my Jeep showing its colors.
It was early afternoon when I found the campground and
set up my Jeep tent. Rolling out the sleeping bag, it was
still early so I set my alarm on my wristwatch and took a
nap. The alarm went off and I got up and drove over to
the Jamboree registration area and lo and behold, now
there were Jeeps. I wanted to scream “YES”, but thought
people might think me a little nuts for doing so, so I didn’t
do it out loud. Standing in line, which I was used to, I
waited my turn with some of the others obviously there for
the first time like I was. We all had questions and no
answers until one of the Trail Guides came over to get
some information from us. It was an information sheet
about our vehicles and if we had modified Jeeps and a
small section about how much experience we had, we all
filled one out. Can you sense the paradox here?

www.glfwda.org

sidewalk when I was young. As hoped for, however, with
a big fat zero on my sheet for experience I got put in with
the beginners group, hail and hearty fellows to the last I
was sure. Some time later with a new T-shirt and a flag
plus lots of other stuff to hold in my hands, it was over and
we could go, only to return at 6:30 in the morning the next
day.
Ah yes, rising in the morning, my bones aching from
sleeping on the ground, I fumbled around with a small fire
to make some coffee and the good Lord did not mess
anything up for me this time. Let me tell you something, a
good cup of strong coffee out in the fresh morning air on
some island made of rock, the trusty TJ dressed like a
medieval warrior waiting nearby, is tantamount to heaven
on Earth. I felt like I was twenty again, my back was
telling a somewhat different age. Tread Lightly was the
was the watchword and when I finished my second cup of
coffee, nothing remained to say I was even there except
for my Jeep tent.

Well, here I was with a modified Jeep that looked like it
ate rocks for breakfast and me that never ventured off the

16
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My beloved Jeep came to life with the turn of the key. I was tempted to give out with the Tarzan yell, but thought
maybe it was a bit too early in the morning for that. The mighty warrior and I went to the staging area and then to
breakfast, well at least I went. Let me tell you they put out a mighty fine spread, I had a plate full of scrambled eggs,
sausage and a thick slice of ham plus a potato thingy like hash-browns. I ate like a starving man and had some really
good coffee served up from some young girls that probably should have been in school today.
With my cup of coffee I came out of the building and did a double-take, Jeeps for as far as the eye could see, and again
I said “YES” as veteran trail riders push past me knowing I was a newbie. I actually laughed, what did these guys have
that I didn’t, but I already knew the answer, experience and the smile left my face quickly. Many of the Jeepers were
making things ready and everyone else was looking at each others Jeep with awe and wonder at the modifications many
of them had. Then it happened, like some champion race horse arriving, this semi tractor with a flatbed arrives with this
movie like Jeep tricked out to the max strapped
to it. All eyes watched the spectacle and I
suspect some even dropped to one knee and
paid homage. Like a ghost it slipped into the
early morning fog and was gone like the ride of
the Valkaries and I almost heard the music and
the hoof beats.
The time finally came and we were given our
CB channel as drivers and Trail Guides made
for their Jeeps. The rush of adrenalin at this
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point had me pumped up and ready for just about anything,
the warrior and me just sat there waiting to go. Somehow I
had lost all of my knowledge of the English language as now I
could only give out with a heathen grunt, I was indeed ready.
The procession was like the procession of champions, the
guys that would climb mountains today rolled by first, veterans of many trail rides, sure, confident. I was certain all were
Rubicon veterans, and these guys all looked like GI Joe. One by one the groups passed by until only us newbie’s were
left. Our Trail Guide pulled out and we followed him down the road and out to the trail head where we stopped for a
lecture. The only thing I got out of it was the 10-100 call when men went to the left and women to the right, it was a
Trail Guide thing and I guess you had to be there to understand. After the lecture we all jumped in our Jeeps and followed the Trail Guide into the trees.
At once we were challenged with rocks on the trail that made four wheel low an experience in keeping your internal
organs in one place. Where was the peaceful drive through the woods that I had imagined? The warrior didn’t seem to
mind the rubble and rock in the trail but I was bouncing all over the place and thanking God I had a steering wheel to
hold onto. None the less, we went up hills, crawled over rocks and logs and drive through shallow mud for hours until
the Trail Guide decided to stop. Up ahead was a wall of rock and as scary as that was there were telltale signs of
carnage as I noticed a tie rod not fully rusted yet. Someone tried this and failed. The warrior wanted it, I was grunting
like a old Neanderthal and we went for it. First gear 4 Lo and I punched it. Animal grunts emanated from my lips as
my eyes to on the slits of an animal. I didn’t make it and rolled back. The trail guide told me to switch to a higher gear
and I threw it into second and floored it. Still I failed and rolled back. Finally the trail guide told me to put it in Drive
and turn right as I punched it. The sweat was stinging my eyes and I could not see well. I floored it and turned the
wheel to the right…
…The warrior nosed upward and all I could see was sky as it crawled over rocks bigger than the tires and people were
cheering. I had done it and at 61 years old it was the adventure of a lifetime.
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Contact: Pat Kinne
store@glfwda.org
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SoFO SoUPy ‘06
Submitted by Kixx007
Members of the SoFO club headed up to
Michigans’s UP in June 2006. Among them
were Deathdealer, Evil_E, Sam,
Knuckles, and Kixx007. Here’s a
few pictures from their
wheelin’ weekend!

Deathdealer and his dad.

Evil_E, Sam & Knuckles

Evil_E busted a U-joint,
and axle yoke, but fixed it
for the trip home.

Five Mile Point
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South Eastern Michigan Mud, Sweat, and Gears Presents…

Sixth Annual

Drummond Offroad
Adventure

Turtle Ridge
Additional fees apply,
more info at check in.

August 25 - 27 , 2006
th

Opportunities to
ride in
Michigan’s new
Off-Road Park

th

Registration begins April 15th, ends July 15th

A Great
Lakes
Sanctioned
Event

50 Truck Limit
Must meet Great Lakes Sanctioning
Vehicle Safety requirements
All pets must be leashed!

Membership to Great Lakes Four Wheel
Drive Association is required.

Two Major Runs – Friday and Saturday

Not a member? Join with registration.

New for 2006

Dinner & Awards banquet provided on Saturday

Online registration!
Pay online using Credit Card or PayPal.

Goodie bags, door prizes, and raffles

www.msg4x4club.com

Detach this portion and send to the address listed below, or register online at www.msg4x4club.com
Name _______________________________
Address ____________________________
City/St/Zip __________________________
Phone Number _______________________
E-mail ______________________________
GLFWDA# _________________________
# Adults ____ # Minors (11-17) _________
# Children (10 & under – Free!) __________

Total Participants _______
Vehicle ___________________________
Tire Size ______ Winch (Y/N)

PRICES:
Adults - $45
Minor (11-17) - $12
Kids
10 & Under are Free!
Great Lakes
Membership - $35

D O A E s s e n tia ls
S iz e

Q u an tity

To ta l

T -S h irts
$ 18 (S -XL)
$ 20 (2XL & 3 XL)

S w e a ts h irts
$ 28 (S -XL)
$ 30 (2XL & 3 XL)
Check out our website, for more details
www.msg4x4club.com,

Registration:
# Adults x $45:______
# Minors x $12:______
Subtotal:______
GL Membership: ______
Shirts: ______
Total: $ ________

Contact Joe Cefali at 810-798-2823
doubleJ@msg4x4club.com
Registration packets will be furnished.
Make checks payable to MSG.
Mail registration form to:

Mud, Sweat, and Gears
PO Box 183165
Shelby Twp., MI 48318

Registration begins April 15th, ends July 15th
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Some time was spent wheeling along the Manistique river
which runs through the Seney Wildlife Refuge

Grand Sable Falls
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Associate Member Directory
Ann Arbor Driveshaft
572 S. Mansfield
Ypsilanti, MI 48197
734-484-5310
10% off for GLFWDA members

Jeeperz Creeperz
www.jeeperz–creeperz.com
1627 Eureka Rd., Wyandotte, MI 48192
734–281–8141 or Fax 734–281–2841
sales@jeeperz–creeperz.com
Contact: Kevin Bentz

Tellico4x4.com
www.tellico4x4.com
800-566-3646
256-757-5885
sales@tellico4x4.com

Ultimate Air
www.ultimate–air.com
P.O. Box 0088, Allen Park, MI. 48101
313-595-5358
Contact: Brian Wysocki
sales@ultimate–air.com

BDS Suspension
www.bds-suspension.com
102 S. Michigan Ave.
Coldwater, MI 49036
517-279-2139
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CANADIAN 4 WHEEL DRIVE ADVENTURE

September 22, 23, 24, 2006
LOCATED JUST 15 MILES NORTH OF SAULT STE. MARIE, ONTARIO
Camping available at Blueberry Hill Campground and Motel. Phone #: (705) 649-5631
Other motels are available within a few miles of the campground—Info. will be provided with confirmation
**Trails range in difficulty from Level 1 (stock) through Level 5 (heavily modified) **
Be prepared for anything that might occur out on the trail

$30.00 for 2 adults and children 15 years and under
Non-Great Lakes members must include annual GLFWDA membership of $35.00 with registration
Or include a GLFWDA $5 event membership fee

All vehicles must be licensed & insured. Please be sure & get your
Canadian insurance rider, call your agent
Event hosted by: GLFWDA Trail Ride Committee
**Deadline for entry: August 15, 2006**

***Refunds will be given if notice is received by September 10, 2006***

_ __ __ __ __ __ __ __ __ __ __ __ __ __ __ __ __ __ __ __ __ __ __ __ __ __ __ __ __ __ __ __ __ __ __ __ __ _

Driver:_____________________________________ G.L.#:____________

Total # Adults________
Children under 15:________

Address:____________________________________ City:__________________ State:_______ Zip:__________
Phone#:____________________ Club affiliation:_________________________
Vehicle type:______________________________ Tire size:_____________________ Winch: (Y/N)_______
Level of trails desired to run:_______________________
Payable to: Great Lakes 4 Wheel Drive Association
c/o Jim Kitson
5655 Morning Dr.
Davisburg, MI. 48350
(248) 620-2144
e-mail: jkitson@allor.com

Gitchee Gumee Gear Total
= $__________
Registration Fee
$30.00 = $__________
G.L. Membership
$35.00 = $__________
Event Membership fee $ 5.00 = $__________
TOTAL = $__________

**Limited to the first 60 registered vehicles**

Note: Most trails are tight and brushy. Drivers should expect to see mild scratches from branches even on stock
runs. If this is your first trip to Gitchee Gumee, please contact Jim Kitson to discuss your expectations.

The Boondocker

www.glfwda.org

2006 CANADIAN 4 WHEEL DRIVE ADVENTURE

Gitchee Gumee Gear

Your gear will be available at the registration desk at Gitchee Gumee
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Redbird State ORV Riding Area
By Doug Saul - Individual Member
We joined the IFWDA group to explore the
Redbird State Riding Area near Dugger, IN on
February 11. The occasion was the Indiana
Four Wheel Drive Association convention, held
in Linton, IN. Saturday was your choice of
spending the day at Redbird or join another
group for a road rally/poker run of the surrounding country side. Well, the majority ruled and
my inagural trip to Redbird was out voted. We
did convoy to REDBIRD to line up for the
sightseeing trip. For what I saw, it was a nice
facility. Check-in gate, plenty of stoned parking,
a loading ramp and restroom. The trails appear
to be marked very well. There are over 600
acres, with the State proposing to add more. We
LINED UP and took a short trail through
Redbird just to give us a hint of what was there
and to get our tires muddy.
Our rally route took us through the area where
past and present coal mining activity was noticeable. We saw many small ponds and lakes, which were left as a result
of recovering the land, after the mining operations have been completed. One stop was at a HUGE dragline which had
been used by the coal companies. It was 5 stories high, with a bucket big enough to park my Grand in. Lunch was at a
local pizza and sandwich shop in Dugger. They did a good job of serving 40 people and the food was good too. We
did get to wheel a little at one area with some short trails and mild hills. I think some vehicles were wheeled there, that
have not been off-road before. We concluded our ride with a pass through the Minnehaha State Fish and Wildlife Area.
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This property too, was acquired from previous coal mining business. Well, my poker hand didn’t win, but then if I
wanted to play poker, I wouldn’t have went to Dugger, IN in the first place.
We returned to a great meal catered
by the local Amish restaurant!
There were plenty of raffle prizes
and I walked away with a new tree
trunk protector. My wife won a
small Fabtech rock crawler which
satisfied my granddaughter for her
birthday (which we missed to go
wheelin’), upon our return to Ohio.
Hi-Lift Jack is located in Indiana and
they had their new yellow HI-LIFT
Jeep truck in the parking lot. It is the
Brute, built by American Expedition
Vehicles out of Missoula, MT.
Well, I’ll have to catch another group
on a trip to Redbird to check out the
trails. You can check out the facility
at http://www.redbirdsra.com/, try it, I
think you’ll like it!

WWW.ULTIMATE-AIR.COM

“Your Ultimate Source for Onboard Air”
10% Discount for GLFWDA Members!
Inflate tires FAST!
Run air tools for fast trail repairs!
Easily and safely reseat the bead on your tire!
Operate your air lockers with our NEW Air Locker Kit!
Replace your electronically activated air locker switch with
our NEW all mechanical selector valve! The best on the market!

313.595.5358
info@ultimate-air.com
Support those who support our sport!!
Available in Iron Orange, Black and Brushed

27

The Boondocker

www.glfwda.org

Minutes: Great Lakes Four Wheel Drive Association
Quarterly Meeting – June 10, 2006 – West Branch, Michigan
Officers present: President Mark Burns Jr., Vice President Jim Mazolla, Secretary Ari Adler, Treasurer Paul Hittie, Membership Secretary Bob DeVore. Membership attendance: 14
President Mark Burns called the meeting to order at 10:09 a.m. Motion to approve minutes approved with change: Pat Kinne donated
$50 toward helping Great Lakes Four Wheel Drive Association instead of $20.
MB reported a lot of activity on Mounds and Rockport recently, especially at www.gl4x4.com. Great Lakes Four Wheel Drive Association will attend the NRC meeting on July 6 to present 4-wheelers’ perspective on Rockport. MB also reported attending the DNR ORV
Advisory Board meeting. He noted that full-size users were only mentioned once, and that was in reference to GLFWDA. MB said he
hoped to see a larger turnout today, but that the summer meeting is always the one with the smallest attendance numbers. MB noted
we are on much better financial footing now. MB noted the store should be on-line soon for merchandise.
Secretary Ari Adler (AA) noted a draft promotional brochure is available for members to review and he is seeking feedback.
Treasurer Paul Hittie (PH) reported we found insurance for trail maintenance and liability for just over $1,100, which is lower than
originally anticipated. PH reported GLFWDA was reimbursed by the DNR for last year’s insurance costs. PH noted there have been
fewer expenses for Great Lakes Four Wheel Drive Association the past few months; in large part due to executive board members
absorbing costs. PH presented a budget report for review and discussion. He noted that if we continue to not spend money, we
should end up the year in pretty good shape; but there are issues coming up. We have a dues increase for United Four Wheel Drive
Association that we have to cover from our bank account or via a dues increased. PH also noted that we’ve not done reimbursement
for trail maintenance. We also have not had any expenses from board members and there is a question of when we should start
reimbursing people again for costs they incur on behalf of the association. Vice President Jim Mazzola (JM) said we need to determine
what we want to do and what kind of costs are associated with each task, and then how much of that cost would be reimbursable.
Motion to approve Treasurer’s Report approved.
Membership Secretary Bob DeVore (BD) reported we have 193 current members and 33 recently expired. AA noted that a person who
was at the Saturday trail ride said he would be joining. AA also noted that on-line membership is now available.
Boondocker Editor Lucas Gottler (LG) reported that the print quality on the latest issue is the worst we’ve seen. The four extra pages
in the Boondocker ended up breaking the printer’s printer; so we ended up with black pictures. He got the four pages printed at no
cost, 20 extra copies and we a $32 discount on the bill. LG said he’s giving the printer one more opportunity to get things right or he
will start using a new printer. LG reported that four extra pages also bumped us into the next postage category. He’s going to keep
Boondocker at a maximum of 36 pages because of this. LG reported that color copies would be an additional $5-$6 per issue, which he
didn’t think was acceptable. LG apologized for lateness and quality of this past edition. LG said he’s been having trouble getting
advertisers to respond to him regarding ads in the Boondocker. MB said he would contact Associate Member Secretary Kevin Bentz
about this. LG reported the next deadline is July 9, although that’s a bit early. LG asked if we could address the length of minutes to
keep them smaller in Boondocker. MB suggested addressing the spacing of minutes. Member Keith suggested we remove minutes
from the Boondocker. AA said he would keep them more concise and keep the spacing smaller. Also suggested the type size could be
smaller. JM wanted to know if it would save us costs if we pulled the minutes. (Having three to four pages adds $30-$40 per issue in
postage.) JM asked for the both low resolution and high resolution editions to be available on line.
Trail Ride Committee Chairman Jim Kitson (JK) noted a suggestion box is available at each meeting for people who have ideas for trail
rides, etc. JK reported we are gearing up for Gitchee Gumee; the dates are Sept. 23-24; the fee is $30. We will have stock runs to
hardcore trails. It’s in Sault Ste. Marie, Ontario, Canada. Hot dogs, chips, buns and condiments will be provided by GLFWDA. These
will be available at the main campfire, perhaps on both nights. Awards this year will include a 50/50 raffle, hats for special recognition
during event, and donations from businesses that will be raffled off. Registration available on line and in Boondocker. Shirt orders this
year include long-sleeve t-shirts and hoodies. A pre-run is planned for Labor Day weekend. Anyone interested needs to contact JK.
This is not a guided tour; it’s for trail preparation. Member Rick Ingman asked about breakfast availability. BD is working up costs
before a decision is made.
MB reported a number of revisions have been made to the SOPs; eight chapters are complete. MB will post them on the Web site
under the members-only area. The rest will be added as they are completed. A full vote will be scheduled for the next meeting.
JM noted UFWDA’s dues are going up and PH will need to reflect that in the 2007 budget. He’d like to hold off on a dues increase
vote until we know what the budget looks like in 2007. The UFWDA membership fees are going up from $10 to $15; then it’s up for
review. JM believes it will be going to $20 in the next few years. MB said he wants to get this settled, but that he wants to do it right
so we can vote on just one dues increase that will take care of the issue for a while, rather than having to come back to members
again. LG suggested he’d like to get the dues increase approved quickly so GLFWDA is ready. JM said we need to be able to show
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members that we absolutely need the increase, and how much. JK suggested a mailing to members once Paul has the budget ready to
look at and sending them a letter that says we will be discussing the dues increase at the October meeting.
Member Keith said one or two of his family businesses are looking at joining. That caused him to review the associate member pricing
and he has questions and suggestions. He said he thinks that the current pricing structure needs revision. He thinks Level I members
should at least receive one issue of the Boondocker. He said after Level II, the prices go up dramatically but the higher level members
don’t receive that much more value for the cost. He thinks the highest level members get a banner ad on the Web site, but that our
Web site doesn’t have enough traffic to justify the cost. He suggested a new pricing structure on line but did not receive feedback on
it on line. JK said Keith has a valid point but suggested we table until we can have a discussion with Kevin B. and see what we can
do. AA pointed out that associate members also should remember that some of their dues are essentially a donation to the association
to support the sport. LG said he would work with Keith to send a proposal to the next E-board meeting. The E-board will review along
with other ideas and create a proposal to provide to members for the October meeting. JM said we’ll pull the current pricing structure
off the Web until it can be revised.
The Al Ransom-Putt Caverly Award was presented to the member who has put forth the greatest effort on behalf of GLFWDA and the
sport of 4-wheeling in Michigan. This year’s recipient is Pat Kinne. Associate Member of the Year is Ultimate Air. Most Active Club of
the Year is The Trolls.
A motion was approved to change the event fee to $10, offer it one time only and allow that if people join within 60 days, the money
goes toward their annual dues. Member Bruce suggested the nonmembers participation should be at the discretion of the hosting
club. JM said we can change the SOPs to address that. MB said the sanctioned events are used in part to attract new members. JK
said it probably would never be used, but the option should be available to the host clubs. A decision was made to change the SOPs
addressing this.
MB noted that trail maintenance benefits are being discussed because a small, core group does the work for a large chunk of money
for the association. The core group is getting smaller and is tiring of the effort. JM if we should continue it. It has to be financially
advantageous. We should reimburse the costs to the core group, plus they are sacrificing their weekends. JM noted that Paul and
Melanie Mulder took care of the North Branch route alone and Pat and Kim Kinne took care of the Devil’s Lake route on their own,
which is much appreciated. PH asked about forming a Trail Maintenance Committee to address this issue of who the core group is. It
was discussed and decided that GLFWDA should continue trail maintenance. GLFWDA is not submitting an application for the
Devil’s Lake route for next year because it’s not worth the money we receive for it.
The Genesee County millage vote on Aug. 8. It’s a renewal for parks, including the Mounds. JM shared the Mounds’ master plan. One
of the issues is having rocks at the Mounds. The county is supportive of giving GLFWDA a trial run on rocks. Area residents are
supportive because they want people off of the dusty back area. Jim M. has proposed using the rocks on the bowl areas in the
Mounds. Feelers were posted on www.gl4x4.com to see if anyone was interested. A very good response was received and there’s
enough support to move forward. The director of the park is unwilling to do anything until after the election, but said she will discuss
layout, etc. with us to get a site plan completed. JM is trying to get rocks into the Mounds this fall and winter in at least one area.
Donations to Yogi’s Pig Gig were decided as follows: 2 shirts, 2 hats and an annual membership.
Member Paul Mulder said there’s a problem with the ORV advisory board because the DNR works on getting new people on board
that don’t know what’s going on.
Member Pat Brower reported that on July 29, the Two Trackers will be working on opening up roads that have been illegally bermed
and blocked; Two Trackers is doing so with permission from the county road commission.
AA asked if we need to continue quarterly meetings or reduce the frequency and rely on the Internet more. As the E-board looks at
the 2007 schedule, they will look at cutting out the summer meeting.
Member Pat Kinne is the new clothing and sticker chairperson. A new “Support the Sport” sticker will be produced by GLFWDA and
available for sale soon.
Member Pat Kinne is the new president of Tri-City Trailriders. He noted Tri-City is working to become more active.
The next quarterly meeting is Sunday, Oct. 8, from 9 a.m. to noon, with a trail ride at the Mounds afterward.
Meeting adjourned at 1:45 p.m.
Respectfully submitted, Ari B. Adler, Secretary
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Picture Perfect
You may have noticed that the last issue of The
Boondocker didn’t exactly print clearly. As a result,
I needed to find a new printer, but instead she found
me. You have Melanie Rice to thank for this issue.
She offered to print, assemble and mail The
Boondocker out. Not only that, but she was able to
print this issue in full color, so thank Melanie the
next time you see her, and enjoy some of the pictures you missed from the summer issue.
Lucas Gottler
Boondocker Editor

IRONMAN ENTERPRISES & OFFROAD PRODUCTS
“BUILDING QUALITY & FRIENDSHIPS SINCE 1996”
LIFT KITS GEARS LOCKERS PERFORMANCE PARTS CUSTOM WORK AVAILABLE
RUBICON EXPRESS

PRECISION GEAR

PREMIER & PULL PAL
EXHAUST

DIABLO SPORT

EDGE

HITCHES & TRAILER ACCESSORIES

CENTEC WIRING HARNESSES
(989) 832-7538
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SUPERWINCH

MAGNAFLOW

DIESEL TUNERS &
ULTIMATE AIR

JEEP RESTORATIONS

www.ironmanoffroad.com
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Why become a member?
In unity there is strength. Great Lakes Four Wheel Drive Association is dedicated to
upholding the rights of citizens, and the continued use of public lands. Public lands belong
to its citizens to RESPECT, to PROTECT, and to ENJOY. If you support these
principles, your membership will add your voice to the millions of other recreationists who
are striving to protect their rights and freedoms. GLFWDA believes, with firm conviction, in this
right and this trust. GLFWDA believes that citizens have the right of access and to enjoy these public lands, by
vehicle, as well as by other means. GLFWDA recognizes that citizens who use these lands, in return, have an obligation
to uphold the trust – to respect the land, and so conduct their activities that the public interests are protected. We invite
the cooperation of all in upholding the right of citizens to continued use of the public lands they jointly own.
We urge individual four-wheel enthusiasts to become members of Four-Wheel Drive Clubs, or to form new
clubs, and to affiliate with the Association. We invite the support and participation of related businesses as Supporting
Associate Members of GLFWDA.
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GREAT LAKES FOUR WHEEL DRIVE ASSOCIATION
Individual Membership Application
Date: __________________
Name: _________________________________________________________
Address 1: ______________________________________________________
Address 2: ______________________________________________________
City:____________________________ State:_____ Zip:________________
4WD Vehicle:____________________________________________________
Phone Number:________________________________
Interests: Sand Drags _____ Mud Bogs _____ Trail Riding____ Rock Crawling _____ Camping____
Other 4WD Affiliations:___________________________________________________
Send your completed application for with your check for the $35 yearly individual dues made payable to “Great Lakes
Four Wheel Drive Association” to:
Bob DeVore
8390 Cappy Lane
Swartz Creek, Michigan 48473
membershipsecretary@glfwda.org
Since membership entitles you to receive the “Boondocker” newsletter, please include your full mailing address.
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Summer 2006

Inside:
Digital Maps!
• Capital Crawling
• Redbird ORV Area
• Quarterly Trailride
• Jeep Jamboree USA,
Drummond Island
• Cheap Truck Part 2
• SoFO SoUPy ‘06
• Silver Lake Trail Run
• DOA & Gitchee Gumee
Applications inside!
Support the Sport!
...and much
more!
•

Inside:
GPS Software Guide
• Capital Crawling
• Atlanta Trail Maintenance
• Black Mountain, KY
•
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Great Lakes Four Wheel Drive Assoc.
c/o Lucas Gottler
34448 Jerome
Chesterfield, MI 48047

DATED MATERIAL DO NOT DELAY
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